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oP pt aig arotinerar ama 
of producing thefe volumes having 
- been for the reciprocal advantage of 
both writer and READER, Viz. to 
amufe away an idle hour in perfect in- 
nocence and tranquility, it was judged 
neceffary for that purpofe, exclufive of 
all appeals to the-author’s abilities, 
big ae aie ta eae that 


ee wn Weare 
that the ufual method of framing: a 
ftory,. and continuing it, without.any: 
intermiffion,.from the beginning to the 
end of the work,. fhould be avoided as: 
too laborious and perplexing for the: 
perfonages intended to. be benefited: 
by this publication, and that the more: 
concife and fatisfaCtory. way of exhibit- 
ing human manners in diftinct and: 
feparate views fhould be adopted,, in: 
order that the reader might have, at a. 
leifure half hour,. the opportunity of: 
- perufing fuch portraits,.or rather traits,, 
of the different characters which are 
fpecified in the preceding catalogue of. 
contents, as he might: be inclined to: 
examine, without being obliged to run 
over the whole of the performance,, 

| before 


Lee 
before he could be able to form a judg- 
ment of any. part of it, and that he 
might, at any time, take either of the 
volumes into his hands, look over a 
chapter or two, furnith himfelf with 
fome tolerable refemblances of man- 
kind, or of the works of nature, and 
leave them, as bufinefs or pleafure 
might command, entirely free from 
that anxiety which always attends upon 
the mind in the purfuit of one continu- 


ed, dependent, and perplexing hiftory. 


Under thefe confiderations prolixity 
will be avoided, and only the leading 
marks, or outlines, of each reprefen- 
tation given, while the drapery will 
be left for the reader, to be finifhed 

B 2 | by 
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by him as his tafte or difcernment 
may operate, unlefs where the minutia 
of the piece, which often happens, 
may anfwer the purpofe of prefenting 
to the imagination the figure in quei- 
tion, much better than a ftrict atten- 
tion to the principal ftrokes in the 


character. 


| Upon the whole, though we may 
often border upon caricatura in the 
profecution of our f{cheme, yet we 
will ufe our beft endeavours to keep: 
NATURE, whom we proclaim as the 
peerlefs goddefs of our adoration, at 
all times in our view: and we will 
-promife that, whenever it may not be 
convenient for her to appear at the 


front 


bee 6&3 
front of the picture, fhe thall ftand as 
a ftriking object upon the back-ground. 


Every thing ftudied fhall be dif 
carded; and, that we may give the 
reader a fpecimen of it, and of our 
concife manner of treating a fubject, 
we will clofe this our preface, or in- 
~ troduction, which in moft authors is 
exceedingly vetbofe, with a wifh only — 
that the fportive imagination of the 
writer may hit the fancy ‘of the tea- 
der, and that both may eather enter- 


tainment from the work. 


B CHAP. 


Se: ig eake Gee i it. 


A full-length Drawing of an AUTHOR 
and the Kino. 


D ON T be furprifed, gentle rea- 
der, at the fuperior dignity which we 
arrogate to ourfelf in placing our title 
. before the awful fovereign of thefe _ 
realms; for as there is not a character 
in the world fo defpotic as that of an 
author, I am fure his majefty will 
mott readily give place and precedence 
to the writer of thefe volumes. 


Where will you find, gentle reader, 
among the annals upon record, down . 


from 


ea ee 

From the days of Nimrod to ‘the ‘pre- 
dent times, the-trappings of greatnefs 
exhibited with fuch .aftonifhing mag- 
manimity-as ia-the works of our pre. 
~deceffors ; who, like ourfelf, have al- 
ways ufhered into the world their pre- 
‘tentions to reclaim or chaftife man- 
kind with the imperial epithets of we, 
-us, ourfelf. Thus, like the princes of . 
the earth, have they at all times claim- 
ed the exclufive right, with refpect 
both:to grammar and grace, of adorn- 
ing their perfons, when {peaking of 
themfelves only, with the plural num- 
ber. 


Think for a moment, my very 
sgood friend, not only of the above 
B4 flaming 


| Bees, 
flaming folecifin ufurped by the au- 
thor, and by him moft gracioufly be- 
ftowed as an appendage to majetty,,. 
but caft,. at the fame inftant,. a flight 
glance, even in an oblique direction, 
upon the prefumption of the autlfor 
in affuming an unlimited right to 
dictate to the world, and to direct in. 
what manner it ought to be regulated 
both with refpect to. politics and mo- 
rality, and I am well apprized that 
you will join with me in pronouncing 
him the moft daring and infolent ty-° - 
rant that ever difgraced the decline of 


the Roman empire. 


Ruminate for five feconds after- 
wards upon the writers of the prefent 


Fe A 
gra, who deal out, in pamphlets, and 
in the public prints ruin and. damna- 
tion to this country (which pray Hea- 
ven avert !), and to every man in it. 
that does riot fub{cribe to the anathe- 
~ma,:and I am perfuaded that you, 
will at once acknowledge the elaring 
pre-eminence of the author above that 
of the prince, and fall down proftrate 
and trembling before us the fovereign 
feribbler of the foregoing and enfuing 


: pages. 


From the above capital ftrokes in 
the portrait of an author, we will de- 
fcend to the drapery or the finifhing 
of the piece, and reft ourfelf fatishied 
that the following outlines will be | 

fuf- 
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fTufficient, with the affiftance of the 
fpectator’s recollection and fancy, on 
which we place great confidence and 


refpect, to render it a perfect picture. 


The author commits murder every 
day, as may be feen by our pamphlets > 
and newfpapers, and difplays the dic- 
tatorial powers of majefty with a 
boundlefs rage of tyrannical effron- 
tery, weilding the rod of empire, de- 
nouncing judgment and deftruction 
upon the prefent age and pofterity, and 
threatening the univerfe with immedi- 


ate diffolution ! 


_ The author, at one ftroke of his 
pen, will overturn the flate, deftroy 
St Se SE 
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‘the conflitution, raife upon the throne 
4 defpotic prince, ruin his reputation 
and that of his miniftry, ftab to the 
heart an individual, blaft the faireft 
characters, deftroy the peace of fa- 
milies; afiaffin like he will murder 
in the dark, f{creen himfelf from de- 
tection, and, under cover of the 4- 
berty of the prefs, he will laugh at any 
‘empts to puntfh or even controul 


him in his career. 


_ The author will, with the greateft, 
eafe and difpatch, annihilate the pow- 
ers of Europe, fet up empires in dif- 
tant countries, feize the throne of Je- 
hovah, make the Almighty fubfer- 
Vient to his views, oblige the God- 
; head 


eS ae 
head to fcourge the human race, and 
above all, he will reftrain the omnipo- 


tence of Heaven, arraign the pre- 


fcience of the Deity, condemn his at- || 


tributes, difpute his authority, rail at | 


his works, and deny his exiftence! 


After this difplay of the amazing. 


power and exploits of an author, 


particularly exemplified in the man- | 


ners of the prefent times, it will not be 


poffible for us, the tremendous mo- 


narch of this publication, to draw the | 


portrait of the king of England with- 


out feelings that would difgrace the 


dignity of our reign, and ftamp us_ 


the-illegitimate offspring of our illuf- 


‘trious progenitors: we therefore have 


takep 
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taken dt into our confideration to be 
-concife in the matter, and to declare — 
‘only, that his majefty is a limited 
‘monarch, fubje& ta the controul of 
parliament ; and what above all the 
melancholy views in which we can 
poffibly exhibit a prince, the gracious 
fovereign of the Britifh empire, is li- 
able to the open, the avowed, the illi- 
beral, and indecent cenfure of all the 


soblers and fcribblers in his dominions. 


: CHAP. 


CB) aoe an. 


Ficure of the Hypra Fasuion. 


oH E, famous hydra, flain by Her- | 
cules, though a dreadful and devour- 
ing monfter, was a puny animal im 
comparifon to.a creature which has 
been nurfed up by the male and fe- 
male fops of this country, within thefe 
few years, until he is grown of fuch 
an amazing fize, and is fo voracious 
withal, that the w1/e-heads tremble for 
the fate of Old England, and declare 
that he will, in a little time, lay wafte 
our flourifhing and fertile plains, eat 
up all the grafs and inhabitants of 
the 


eee | 
‘the country,. fwallowing, at intervals, 


as titbits, his feeders. 


The hydra of old was. a moniter 
with feven heads, which grew again: 
as faft as Hercules cut them off, and 
would have continued fo to do until 
doom{day had not the hero. been ap- 
prized of a method by which he pre-- 
vented their fprouting fo faft, and 
confequently put an end to his exift- 
ence: but how we fhall be able to 
deftroy the bydra of the prefent times, 
which, Proteus like, appears. in fo 
many forms,, and has fuch a vaft num 
ber of vaft heads and tails to be lop. 
ped off before we can make any pro- 
grefs in the bufinefs, is far beyond our 

power 
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power or conception either to execute 
or difcern; and therefore we fhall 
content ourfelf with giving a flight 
fketch or two, and which is no very 


eafy tafk, of his figure. 


The hydra fafbion is a monfter of 
the moft aftonifhing diverfity of fi- 
gure: he is hardly like any thing hu- 
‘man, heavenly, or diabolical; and is 
beft delineated by framing in the mind 
a horrid group of contradictions and 
abfurdities, fomething near to the re- 
femblance of thofe frightful {pectres 
which play upon the imagination in 
our moit troublefome and difagreeable 


dreams. 


Some- 


Sometimes he will appear with a 
‘woman’s head, much like unto a.mer- 
maid’s, with a polifhed, fmooth face; 
‘with long, lank hair playing upon 
her fhoulders, and preffed fo clofe to 
her temples, as though fhe had juft 
emerged from the ocean: then he will 
terrify you with the very contraft of 
this figure—the brazen face of a fury, 
bedaubed with a red-coloured com- 
pofition: upon her head will totter a 
huge rick of horfe-hair, fluffed with 
fleeces of black wool, and matted to- 
gether in the fhape of cannons and 
garden rollers, with fuch 4 filthy mix- 
ture of greafe, tallow, and hog’s lard, ° 
that there will be no bearing ¢ither 

Vou. I. C the 


[ite 
the fight, touch, or fmell of her: fhe 
will ftink, that is feem to ftink, moft 
abominably ; and though you might 
imagine her, in her natural ftate, a 
beautiful, cleanly creature, yet the 
rouge upon her face, the ftench of her 
head, and the fuppofed filthy reptiles 
which it muft breed, will, all together, 
raife fuch a turmoil of abhorrence in- 
your imagination, that to go to bed to 
her would be more fhocking than to 
go to the devil, and be as ereat a pu- 
nifhment as his majefty of the regions 
below could devife for the moft in- 


corrigible of the fons of men. 


After this ftrange and abominable 
figure of the feminine caft, the hydra | 


will 


te 

will affume many others : amonetft the 
reft, one whofe bofom, the feat of 
bliss, fhall be utterly fkreened, by 
ruffs and tuckers, from the moft pe- 
netrating eye, and deprive you of the 
ancdeft contemplation of her charms, 

In direé&t oppofition to this veprés 
fentation of inanity, the monfter will 
prefent you, fuli in your troubled 
and blufhing countenance, thofe pro- 
tuberant, lufcious, and mantling femi- 
orbs which entich the bofom of a wo- 
man, with.a barefaced effrontery that 
fhall deftroy their effect upon your 
paffions, and render them too common 


to be engaging. 


C4 ‘Trace 
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Trace the body of the Aydra in the 
character of a woman, and you will 
perceive it either like a flattern, undif. 
tinguifhable in its fhape, or confined 
within a cafe, under the denomination 
of fays, that fhall, to the touch, make 
it appear like the trunk of the folid 
oak, and to the fight as the truffed-up 
emblem of mifery; thereby chafing 
every idea of the delicacy and foftnefs 
of the female into the chaos of difap- 


‘pointment and oblivion. 


Proceed to the extremities of this 
reprefentation, and you fhall find thofe 
limbs, which fhould float in the loofe 
and modeft array of alternate expo- 

| fure 
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fure and concealment, either entirely 
covered with an unmeaning load and 
length of petticoats, or con{tantly dif- 
played in fuch an audacious manner 


as to excite only averfion and difguft, 


- Take the rever/e of this figure, which 
we have entitled the hydra fajfbion, 
and you will be thunderftuck with a 
group of the moft horrid caricatures 
that ever the prepofterous imagination 
of the barber, affifted by the extrava- 
gant exploits of the taylor, produced to 
the aftonifhed multitude as the decorat- 


ed and graceful reprefentations of men. 


The head being judged by the /aga- 
cious to be the feat of the fenfes, it 
Cg will 


eae oe 
will be wonderful and pleafing to ob- 
ferve what a /enfible fizure it-cuts, as 


exhibited by the hydra fajhion. 


_ iNature gave mankind hair to. cover 
and adorn the head, and hands to 
prune and correct its exuberance, as 
convenience and fancy might direc s. 
and as fhe, in all her works, difplays 
the moft fprightly diverfity of charms 
to captivate the eye, and to inform 
the underftanding, it really will be 
delightful to contemplate how muc! 
we feem indebted to her for her in-. 
ftructions and example, in the follow- 
ing few fpecimens, among many hun- 
dreds more, which the reader’s recol- 
lection will open to his view. 


‘The 


{ 23% 


The frft ftriking fioure which the 
monfter fafbion prefents you, is a head 
with the features of the face expand- 
ed to a frightful enormity of appear- 
ance, by the hair being docked clofe 
round the front of the fkull; and the 
ears, which, to be fure, are perfect 
beauties in comparifon.to thofe deli. . 
cate finks of the brain the noffriis, 
unneceflarily expofed to the open ex- 


amination of the fpectator. 


The next-figure is a figure indeed ! 
it is the feat of human reafon with the 
hair raifed to the fize and fhape of a 
pyramid upon the top of it, with two 
enormous pieces of ordnance placed : 

C4 in 
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im ‘an horizontal direction upon the 
tip of each ear, and the face contract- 
ed, by thefe means, into the mof 
burlefque and infignifcant refem- 
blance imaginable. Put acockatoo into 
a fright, and he will firt up the plum- 
age of his head, flutter his wines, 
and look, chatter, and aét the very 


character in queftion. 


But the moft whimfical contraft of 
figures. which the hydra: fafbion pre- 
fents you, are thofe under the denomi- 
nation of periwies. Here you may 
have the pleafure of exercifing your 
rifible emotions upon that moft fu- 
blime and fagacious practice, of ftick- 
ing other peoples hair upon thofe 

heads 


tes 
heads which of themfelves would am- 
ply furnifh the moft beautiful and 


the only decoration they required. 


Thus the natural ornament of the 
head, the hair, is entirely {wept away 
by the murderous razor, and an arti- 
ficial thing, entitled a periwig, fixed 
upon the naked, filthy, flefo-looking 
pate, to the aftonifhment of thofe 
queer mortals who cannot reconcile the 
moit abfurd practices to the wanton 


vagaries of the bydra fa/bion. 


The firft ftrikine figure of this 
caft is the 0b wig; a nafty, greafy, 
ftinking 4ru/h, worn upon the head 
until it has abforbed a deteitable 

admix- 


ee Pe 
admixture of fweat, powder, poma- 
tum and duft, that renders it too abo- 
minable for defcription, and can only 
be compared in its form to a trimmed 
holly-bujo, as formal, as unmeaning, 
and as contemptible in its fhape as 
any of the works of the moft filly 
practitioner in the art of gardening, 
who, with his inexorable fhears, lops 
off the beautiful exuberances of na- 
ture, and curtails her till the difclaims 
her birthright, and looks like the mus 


tilated emblem of folly. 


The. curled wig, with all the filthy 
appendages of the dob wig, appears to 
the eye as if it was fafhioned by the 
hands of the /ronecutter: the chifel is 


| appa 
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apparent in every part of it; the 
brufhed-up, matted. front, fitted fo 
exactly to the temples; the rows of 
curls behind, fo minutely regular,. 
and the plarfter and powder fo nicely 
difplayed and concocted, that none of 
the decorations round the fummit of 
St. Paul’s can appear more fubftantial _ 
nor more enormous than the head of a 


man with this extraneous load upon it, 


But the periwig which is ycleped the 
piyor, and worn by the graver gentle- 
mea of rank and confequence, excels 
all the powers of defcription to do it 
juttice; and the major demo, which 
overwhelms the head and fhoulders 


of the judges, and makes them look 
like 


[ 28 ] 

like the purblind and fagacious Owls 
of Great Britain, is fo extravagantly 
picturefque and magnanimous, that, 
except the venerable appearance of 
age and grey hairs, furely nothing can 
be more awful, more ftriking, nor 
more refpectable. | 

The body clothes of the Europe- 
ans, particularly of England and 
France, are certainly void of tafte, 
unnatural] in their appearance, peti, 
unfeemly, ungraceful, and contempt- 
ible. But the hydra fafbion will re- 
concile all contradictions and make 
that beautiful which in itfelf is hor- 
gible! 


— 


+ 
Nature 


eae 


Nature never decorates herfelf with 
vight angles, the curve line and the 
irregular {eem to be her delight; then 
how monftrous muft the outer gar- 
ment, or robe of a man, look in the 
unprejudiced eye of sature, with that 
part of it, the bottom, which fhould 
flow with grace and eafe, andin which _ 
would confift the greateft beauty and | 
ornament of drefs, docked like the 


tail of a coach-horfe. 


Suppofe yourfelf, gentle reader, 
unprejudiced by cuftom, and place 
yourfelf in the character of a perfon 
giving directions to. another tg pro- 
vide you with a garment, in tafte 

eo ~ and 
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and fancy as near to the ‘beautiful 
fpecimens which nature, in all her 
works, prefented to his view, as he 
could, with convenience and pro- 


priety, execute it. 


Suppofe this perfon, the taylor for 
inftance, had proceeded in his robe, 
or coat if you pleafe, from the fhoul- 
ders down to the knees, with great 
elegance and fimplicity ; and then, to 
make fhort of the matter, he had ta- 
ken his fhears and at one ftroke {nap- 
ped it in two, leaving you ftrutting 
about your parlour with this cropped 
pledge of his tafte and difcernment 
upon your back; what would you 
have thought of yourfelf and the tay- 

lor? 
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lor? You could not have thought 


the bettom of your coat, docked in 


that manner, were handfome,; for if. 


you could, I fhould apprehend you 
would quarrel with the peacock’s tail, 
{wear it was frightful in its appear- 
ance, and, to make it perfectly pretry, 
I fhould expect to fee you with much 
gravity in your looks, cropping off 
the beautiful extremity, and very fen- 
fibly. forming the remainder into a 
{quare, an oblong or a triangle, juft 
as it might tickle your’ extraordinary 


talents and imagination. 


I fhould expect to find all your 
fowl ferved in the fame way, and that 


you were extremely fond of the figure 
| of 
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of fighting cocks cut out of their fea- 
“thers and ready for battle. I fould 
likewife expect to fee all the trees in 
your garden with their tops ftruck off 
as with the fabre of a Patagonian; and 
that you were monftroufly fond of cut 
hedges: and then I fhould undoubt- 
edly meet with the whole “ mourn- 
ful family of yews,” fome in the cha- 
racter of giants, with dows and arrows, 
and others in the fhape of dogs, lyons, 


turkey-cocks and pigeons. 


But that we may not run out this 
defcription of the hydra fafbion be- 
yond the limits which we have pre- 
fcribed to ourfelf, and that we may 


leave 
* 


Sele 

leave much, which is our plan, for 
the reader’s imagination to exercife 
itfelf upon, meaning rather to give 
the hint, and to fet the fancy of the 
reader in motion, than to tire his pati-. 
ence, or our own, with a minute detail 
of things and circumftances, we will 
conclude the body-figure of the hydra 
fefeion, under the reprefentation of a 
man, with this obfervation only,— 
that the Englifh foldier, in his drefs, 
appears, properly enough, like the 
fichting-ccck cut out of his feathers, 
and trimmed, and {purred, and pre- 
pared for action; but that the Englifh 
gentleman, who in his habiliments. 
fhould imitate the eafe and grace of 

Vou. I. ee teh 2, | that 
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that beautiful creature in full feather, 
is only docked, and cropped, and 


trimmed in amore flovenly manner 
«than the foldier, . _ 


tee i Sgt 
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Dominion of tle Hypra FasHion. | 
iy ee E tremendous, many-headed 
montter Fafhion, prefiding conftantly 
over the farthelt extreme from that me. 
dium in which. nature always delights 
to dwell, his court is confequently 
formed of the fillieft and moft trivial 
characters in the world—the rich, the 
luxurious and the thoughtlefs: yet 
fuch is the prevalency of their exam- 
ple over all orders of mankind, that, 
with refpedt both to dre/s and manners, 
the authority of the Aydra is never 

D2 dif- 
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difputed, but‘implicitly acknowledged 


and obeyed. 


Hence we draw the effect, as clear- 
ly as ever effect was drawn from any 
caufe, that the dre/s and cuftoms of ‘a 
people, fo produced and propagated, 
muft of coutfe be altogether ridicu- 
lous and contemptible,—ergo, the 
Enelith nation cuts that very re/peé?- 
able figure it now does under the ab- 


folute government of the hydra fa/pion. 


The prime minifter in this dreadful 
court being always the moft ridicu- 
lous perfonage in the ftate, equips the 
monfter conformably.to his character, - 
iffues out his orders under the appella- 


tion 
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tion of the mode, fets all the fops and 
fools in the land -in motien,: urges 
them to vie with each-other in their 
alacrity to be the foremoft in his mot- 
ley train, and compels the multitude 
to imitate thefe their re/pedfable fupe- 
riors without thought, confideration 


or canva{s. 


It is the fasion which prefcribes,— 

ergo, it is all fufficient, determinate 
-~ eaecs 

and conclufive; perfectly mght, pro- 


per and in character. 


*« Sir, you have got a moft con- 
temptible, puny, pinched hat upon 
_ your head: it is characteriftic of no- 
thing: it is neither fit for ufe nor con- 
ae Rare venience, 


C29 
venience, and is-withal fo confound- 
edly ugly and diminutive, that it 
makes you look like a sinnyhammer : 
befides, that monftrous ¢/ud which 
depends from the back fide of your 
pate is totally out of all proportion, 
and appears to me to be much more 
properly adapted for the duttocks of a 
war-horfe than the nape of a‘man, 
particularly fuch a man as you are, 
being in fize and fhape, exaétly like 
the tail of that noble animal when it 
is buckled up to keep it in a cleanly 
condition in dirty weather: and then 
your coat, Sir, 1s contracted fo ab- 
furdly behind, and is fo very fhore | 
and infienificant in the fkirts, that, 
from the sheen of your head, the 
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narrownefs of your back, and the fizo 
of your tail, you cut the moft bur- 
lefque figure imaginable; and will 
certainly fet all the world in an up- 


roar of mirth and laughter at your 


folly.” 


“< Sir, Danfwer you peremptorily, 
that it is the fafbion , it is the mode. 
This drefs which you fo defpife, and 
affect to ridicule, is juft arrived from 
the purlieus of the court of tafte; 
from that tribunal which alters the 
property of every thing upon earth, 
- leaves reafon and nature totally out of 
the queftion, and ftamps upon what- 
ever it likes the full-fledged dignity 
_ of decorum and propriety. Sir, fuch 
: D4 | is 
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is the fublime power and authority 
from whenceI derive my extraordinary 
ficure, that it is you, Sir, let me tell 
you, who will be contemptible in the 
- eyes of the world, if you-do not im- 
mediately {crew yourfelf up into the 
very fame form; for you will find 
this my moft ftriking apparition in- 
{tantaneoufly and univerfally imitated 


by all orders of the people. 


“IT muft tell you, fagacious Sir, 
that there is nothing, be it.ever fo 
prepofterous in your eyes, or:in the 
eyes of nature, but what the wil] of 
the hydra fafbion will reconcile to the 
world in a- few weeks ; and compel 
the human race to follow immediately 

thofe . 
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thofe. dictates and decrees which it 
it will be much more ridiculous in 
you to pretend to difpute or with- 
ftand than meritorious in you thus to 
exert your extraordinary talents in 
thefe fruitle/s endeavours to expofe 


fuch an unbounded tyranny. 


Though, great fatirift, you might — 
rail with the moft poignant feverity 
againtt the /lken bag, which the hydra 
fojeion ordains fhall cover, the fhoul- 
ders of his votaries, yet, painful to 
relate, you muf wear ohe, or be for 
ever excluded from all pohte affem- 
blies, as a mean wretch, a vulgar dog, | 
a reptile, afavage, a montfter, and a 
fool: and you will gain no credit in 


being 


fad 


being driven from the fociety of the 
firfi-rate devotees of fa/lion, amongtt 
the indifcriminate multitude; for there 
you will experience the difmal effe&s 
of your rage and contumacy, in be- 
holding them altogether infected by 
the contagion of example; and, in 
fpite of your moft pathetic remon- 
ftrances to the contrary, they will 
conftantly be apeing the foppery of the 
hydra in a more ludicrous and unna- 


tural ftyle than their fuperiors. 


“« Thus, Sir, is the dominion of the 
hydra fofrion eftablithed upon a bafis, 
that it will be eternally out of your 
power or attempts to fhake: it is fet- 
tled upon the ftrongeft and moft fta- 

ble 
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ble foundation—upon the weaknefs 
and folly of mankind; and until 
you can, by the energy of your wit 
and exploits, alter the human. intel- 
Jed, it will be in vain for you to 
waite your fpirits and indignation 
againft a bulwark that: will, to the 
end of time, rife fuperior to its ad- 
verfaries,: “and pluine itfelf with all 
the gaudy and. contemptible decora= 
tions imaginable, without receiving 
the flighteft wound from the: fevereft 
ftrokes of fatire, notwith{tanding they : 
may be affifted by. a, full difplay of 
‘the charms of nature, in all her oran- 


deur and fimplicity.”? 


ce EL Ee 
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SLaves of the Hypra Fasnion, | 


ae HE moft abject of all flaves are 
the flaves of the hydra fafbion, for 
though we have confined ourfelf hi- 
therto principally to drefs, in our 
portrait of the monfter, yet his influ- 
ence is as powerful, if not more ab- 


furd, in the manners of his votaries. 


The rules and cuftoms which he 
prefcribes are moit religioufly obferv- 
ed by his fubjects, who indeed are the 


moft horrible of vaffals; for they are 
| obliged 
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obliced to conform to fuch and 
~fuch habits for no other reafons but’ 
becaufe they are habits; or, 1m other 
words, they are obliged to ‘be in the 
fafhion becaute it is the fafoion, or it 


is fofeionable to be in the fa/bion. 


Foolifh as thefe reafons may appear, 
I never could yet meet with a better 
fet, amongft any of the foremoft in 


the train of the monfter. 


The flaves of the hydra fafbiow are 
not allowed to confider whether-fuch. 
and fuch rules, laws, or cuftoms are 
rational or not. This is a matter to- 
tally out of the queftion. The only 
thing to be confidered is whether 

| they 
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they are fajbionable? if fo, it is over 
at once. You muft bow the head, 
ftifle every thought or fuggeftion, 
and inftantaneoufly cro/s yourfelf, or 


blefs your frars and obey. 


The flaves of the hydra fafbion are 
fhackled in their very ¢houghts; for 
they are obliged to think that only 
beautiful which is fafkicnadle,; and to 
confider every thing which is not the 
mode, moft filthy, odious and detetft- 
able. And, though you might feel 
yourfelf extremely uneafy in conform- 
ing to certain rules and ceremonies of 
life, which are introduced by the Ay- 
dra, you muft not complain, but 4e- 

| oa lieve 


bad 


lieve yourfelf quite happy and He. 
lighted. 


The drefs which prevails in the 
prefent juncture muft therefore be 
looked upon as delectable, and all 
others as egrecioufly ugly ;. notwith- 
ftanding they have had their date and 
their charms. It is the hydra confe-— 
quently that determines your opinion, 
both with refpect to beauty and de- 
formity,—erge, you are an arrant flave, 
a devotee, a being without choice, 
difcernment or capacity, and can only 
be confidered in your proper fenfes, 
when you give up every claim to the 
dictates of nature, and your moft ra- 
tional propenfities. 


Were 


© ak 


Were you fond Bi rural pleafures ; 
of raifing early, and tafting the fweets 
of the morn; of purfuing the:{ports 
of the field, or the charms of ftudy 
and retirement; of dining near the 
noontide of the day, and enjoying the 
rational and improving converfation 
of a few focial friends over the mant- 
ling bowl and ruminating pipe, whole 
fumes compofe and exhilarate the fan- 
cy; of joining, in the afternoon, the 
merry, meek-eyed, blufhing houfe- 
hold nymphs, fipping their odorife- 
rous tea, and tafting their balmy- 
breathing lips; of marking their ftrong 
emotions ftruggling with their. fwel- 
ling breafts, and buriting in fighs from 

their 
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their beating hearts; of perambulat- 
ing, at eve, the neighbouring fields, 
accompanied by your charmers, in all 
their pride and frolickfome gaiety of 
elegance, mirth and fimplicity ; of. 
retiring, as Phebus declines, to the 
fober, nightly repaft of a light fupper, 
a light heart and found fleep: you 
muft give up all thefe bleffings en- 
tirely becaufe they are unfafionable. 
You muft rife late: you muft be fick, 
fqueamifh and out of temper: you 
mutft damn the breezes and the fields: 
you muft yawn, and look ghaftly : you 
mut faint at the found of the horn, . 
and the cry of the haunds: you mutt 
fall into hyfterics at the fight of a 
book, except it be Hoyle: you muft 
oie. |, E fly 
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fly the country and its amufements as 
infupportable: you muft rufh into 
the great fcene of folly and diffipa- 
tion, the town: you mutt loll in your 
carriage, the figure of vacancy and 
diffatisfaction: you muft alight at 
every. exhibition of painting, fculp- 
ture and puppits: you muft, without 
knowing a tittle of the matter, affume 
the arched, bowel-griping phiz of a 
connoiffeur: you muit, with a deci- 
five. and important air, pronounce 
every thing you fee either monftrous 


ugly, monftrous handfome; monftrous 


foolith, monftrous clever, monttrous.. 


difagreeable, monftrous delightful, mon- 


{ftrous great, monjtrous little: in fhort, 
you mult monfirous it out indifcrimi- 
nately 


ae 
nately upon all occafions; for this is 
the phrafeology of the monfter fafbion, 
and a very proper phrafeology it is, 
perfectly characteriftical and expref- 


five. 


With the moft trivial nonfenfical 
waite of time you muft weary out 
the flow-creeping hours until towards 
evening: you muft dine: you muft 
{wallow hot corroding bolufes of pep- 
per and undiftinguifhable folids: you 
muft dilute thefe plentifully with 
acrimonious French wines: you muft 
join the grim-looking, heart-aching 
anxious-boding, pick-pocket crew at 
the card-table: you mut bet high, 
play ill, and lofe your money : you 

| ees muft 
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muft gather, by thefe means, all the 
plagues of chagrin and difappoint- 
ment, and take them with you to 
fuch fiddling recreations as may be in 
feafon, without the leaft relifh for 
their enjoyment: you muft hate the 
fight of a modeft woman, unlefs it be 
accompanied with a determined refo- 
lution to debauch her: you mutt 
abandon your wife, if you have one: 
you muft go to your kept miftre/s, 
fuffer her patiently to rob you of your 
property, to give evident proofs of 
her infidelity before your face, and to 
difcover plainly that fhe heartily def- 
pifes every thing about you but your 
coach, your retinue and your cath. 
After all thefe exploits and piea/ures 
of 


Le 
of the day you may poffibly, towards 


morning, fink into the arms of fleep ; 
into thofe embraces that will furround 
you with reftlefs dreams, ugly phan- 
toms, and the foreboding chaos of a 


miferable and untimely diffolution. 


Such is the terrible condition of a 
firft-rate flave of the bydra fafhion, as 
exemplified in the manners of the pre- 
fent times: and the fubordinate cha- 
racters in this dreadful ftate are only 
lefs incorrigible becaufe they have 
not equal powers ; but they are com- 
pelled to follow, to the utraoft ftretch 
of their abilities, the fteps which are 
pointed out to them by the monffer ; 
though the wily and deceitful path is 

1 {ure 
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fure to lead them into all the follies of 
diffipation, and all the vices of the 
moft unnatural, abominable and con- 


temptible purfuits, 


Cit SAF: 
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FE A. pe ee 
Traits of the Town. 


The STREETS: 


To be fure the ftreets of London 
are delightful : the mufic of the cries: 
the rattling of the carriages: the — 
fieures bobbing within the coaches: 
the buftling croud of mortals on each 
fide: the boifterous quarrels of the 
‘dray-men and hackney coachmen on a 
coalition of parties: the ftoppage of 
the foot paffengers by thefe accidents, 
which, like the torrent of a: river, 
{wells and gathers and blufters at the 

Ts A point 
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point of its confinement: the loungers 
at the print-fhops, grinning at the 
drolls within, while the arch, bufy, 
nibbling pick-pockets are as merry 
and as funny as the beft of them: 
the coachman at his ftand with his 
finger up, fignificantly uttering ‘* Sir, 
Sir, coach Sir ;” but feemingly point- 
ing to the fky as a- memento only, 
Jeft, in the hurry and uproar of the 
town, you fhould forget the Heavens: 
thefe, together with the whimfical 
faces, figures, manners, drefles, and 
complexions of Jews and Gentiles, 
Turks and infidels, rogues and whores, 

fops and fools, princes and pedlars, 
dukes and chimney-fweepers, lords 
and beggars, gentlemen and tinkers, 


ladies 
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_ Jadies and cinder-wenches, do jointly 

raife fuch a jumble of entertainment 
and confufion in the brain of the {pe- 
culatift, that nothing in this world 
can equal it, except the various phe- 


nomena of 


4 
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Where, amoneft innumerable curi- 


ous appearances, are the following : 


The melancholy whore, alone, or 
with a young girl in her hand, {weet 
token of her innocence and occupation : 
the women of diftinétion with their 
lufty fervants lounging at their heels, 
feemingly kept to guard, or more 


aptly 
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aptly figurative, to rifle, their charms : 
the bold, bluftering demi-reps, breath- 
ing defiance to the Jordling man, who 
feems, with all his effrontery, loft and 
vanquifhed in the war of eyes; juft 
emblem of his deplorable condition 
in the aéual but unequal combat: the 
tottering, mumping, lafcivious, leer- 
ing, old foxes, fimpering and blink- 
ing at every girl they meet: the 
vacant, ftaring ducks, without plan, 
meaning or defign, plunging forwards 
as chance or the devil directs: the 
fantaftical petit majtres, with thoughts 
configned only to the contemplation 
of themfelves: the pert coxcontbs, 
flafhy, foolifh and infignificant: the 
important men of rank, ftaring at 

you 


ae, 

you as if they could eat an army. of 
fuch fellows as yourfelf: the jabber- 
ing, yellow-hued foreigners, in par- 
ties, earneftly putting in their pleas 
and pretentions : the groups of laugh- 
ing, flaunting, hoyden laffes, in all 
the finery of their Sunday fuits, and 
gay-boding revelry of love delights, 
White Conduit Houfe,, tea, hos rolls, 
butter and a coach: the galloping, 
bouncing beaus of fafhion,. with their 
-faucy flaves, figuring away by the 
fide of the Mall, upon their gay pran~ 
cers, to kick up a dufin Hyde Park 
the bold, equeftrian nymph, primed 
and caparifoned, in figure refembling 
a light dragoon, out-{tretching the fore- 
moft of the motley cavalry, and dif- 

. playing 
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playing Jove powers that would damp 
the fpirits of a fgtyr, and difhearten 
¥ove himfelf : the fly-looking damfel 
upon a bench, cocking up her fpeak- 
ing eye at you as you pafs, accompa- 
nied with the nicely-managed, inti- 
mating wink, and the fhamelefs drim- 
_fione uttering bawdy and blafphemy 
before your face: the forlorn free- 
counters, vainly wifhing for a dinner 
and kind looks, filently foliciting pro- 
tection, until they, with every diftinc- 
tion of charaéter, are huddled toge- | 
ther and loft in the increafing and in- 


termingling croud. 


Thus having lightly {tepped through 
the jireets and the park, we will fkip 
with our fraits to The 


The CHOP-HOUSE: 


Where the red-faced, greafy cook 
ftands, like a /alemander, {wallowing 
and breathing fire, and broiling a fi- 
thy mixture of cates upon a gridiron, 
while the fcanty portion is civilly 
handed to the hungry gueft, who, 
_f{paringly, parcels out his miferable 
meal, niggardly {naps up the laft 
morfel, and thriftily adjudges the 
{plitting of a farthing; leaves the poor — 
curs not one friendly bit, and quits 
this neft of wolves with the utmoft 
precipitation, left he fhould be fwal- 
lowed by the eager-eyed, empty-bow- 
elled, waiting croud of cuftomers. 

T aking 
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Taking the hint likewife our/elf, 
we will fly with this fugitive to 


The PoRTER-HOUSE? 


Where in dull affemblage met, in 
| darkfome, nodding, fomntferous ftate, 
fit the companions of the tankard, 
puffing out fharp-fcented fumes from 
their numerous pipes, belching forth 
four exhalations from their fermented 
{tomachs, and /fumbling over the poli- 
tics of the day with great difcernment 
and capacity, fettling the affairs of {tate 
with notable decifions, and proving 
that the world is all in the dark, and 
that they only fee things-in a clear and 
felf-evident point of view. From 
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From hence we betake ourfelf to 


a 


\ 


The COFFEE-HOUSE: 


Where filence and profound cogi- 
tation ever reign: where the world 
and its affairs are expofed to the view 
of the deep-mufing, thoughtful, and 
fagacious politician: where fearce a 
word is uttered fave low-modulated 
commands, which gently befpeak the 
papers, and the parfimonious wants 
of the guefts : where the ready waiters, 
magic moving, fupply the fcanty cup, 
and foftly flink afide: where the lazy 
lounge away their time, and ftare with 
heedlefs effrontery at every entering 

perfon: 
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fserfon: where the craving appetite 
for,frefh intelligence is daily fed with 
a monftrous medley of unintereft- 
ing trafh: where the keen-ftomached 
newfmonger fits with watchful eyes 
and itching fingers, fnatching at every 
paper as it falls from the envied hands 
of the reader, until he is puffed up 
and bloated with a miferable mafs of 
indigefted matter: where, neverthe- 
lefs, propriety and decorum always 
prefide, rendering this recefs equally 
the favourite haunt of the intelligent, 
the dufy, the ignorant and the u/fele/s 
members of fociety. 


Cautioufly retreating from this tacit 
fcene, we will clofe our ¢raits at 


The 


Looe Ee 


The PLAY-HOUSE: 


~ “Where, reoardlefs of our peace and 
«comfort, we are cruthed amonett the 
boifterous entering croud : where both 
male and female, eager for the expect- 
ed enjoyment, impetuoufly rufh for- 
ward, forget the diftinction of fex, 
and baffle, to the utmoft ftretch of 
their power, the ardent attempts of 
each other; while fhricks and groans, 
and cruel thrufts and iquabbles de- 
. note the violence of the human paf- 
fions: where the love-preffed lafs gets 
herfelf “crammed with delight, and 
the pilfering. pick-pocket his fhare of 
the entertainment: where the hot- 
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fteaming company plunge into the 
“pit and galleries, and, ftraddling, 
ftruggle for places 7 while the imper- 
tinent, party-coloured, box-keeping © 
flaves fit at their eafe, and, in fullen 
filence, fneer at, and enjoy, the diftrefs 
of the houfe: where the exalted gods, 
from the upper regions, difplay, in 
wanton freaks, and mifile fhowers, 
their unlimited pre-eminence and do- 
minion;. while the obedient fidlers 
attend to their clamourous commands, 
and, cautioufly {kulking, patiently do 
their duty: where, in anxious, tedi- 
ous, irkfome expectation, the audience 
wait for the unfolding of the fcenery ; 
while coarfe jefts, rude fpeeches, and 
rotten apples defcend among{t the in- 


dignant 
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dignant inhabitants of the pit: where 
glittering belles, and embroidered 
beaus, ruth into the radiant boxes; 
until a fudden, impatient, and general 
rattle roufes the tardy players, tunes 
the tinkling bell, raifes the curtain, 
and draws forth the bufkined adven- 
turers in full-fledged dignity and de- 
‘corum upon the ftage: where fnug fit — 
the critics, marking every error, and 
happy only in tracing the blemithes | 
of the reprefentation ; while the truly 
difcerning, making allowances for the 
faults of the piece and incapacity of 
the players, reft determined, if poffi- 
ble, to be pleafed; while the well- 
difpofed youth, and innocent. maid, 
actuated only by their natural feel- 


fig ings, 
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ings, enjoy the exquifite delight of — 
the sear and the laugh, exaétly as they 
are excited by the circumftances of 
the. drama; while the impertinent 
pefts of fociety, who have neither 
fenfe nor good manners, prefume to 
difturb the attention of the audience, 
and.to pronounce.every thing they fee 
» aiid hear moft vile and contemptible, 
without knowing a tittle of the mat- 
ter; while the fluttering coquets and 
liftlefs dunces of the boxes, unimpaf- 
fioned, vacant and diffatisfied, wea- 
ther out this part of the ftorm of 
diffipation; while the gods of the 
galleries thunder forth their applaufe 
or difapprobation in loud claps, or 
dreadful groans and hiffes; and the 


h elp lefs 
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helplefs cafvitts of the pit, impelled 
by each violent motion from, -above, ' 
are obliged to go with the. ftream, 
and to feel, like the bufeesed fons 
of the drama, the difagreeable effects ; 
of every reverfe of fortune. ie 


B32. CHAR 
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cee. ee 
Traits of the Country. 


Up ON a noble terrace by the fide 
of the filver Thames, and furrounded 
by thofe rural, elegant, and decorated 
fcenes which diftinguifh the feat of 
Hofpitality 5 from whence, proudly dif- 
played, are feen,, floating before the 
gazing fpectator, the bulky manfions 
which brave the ruffian blafts, and 
all the horrors of the turbulent ocean, 
reclines the painter of the paft and — 
prefent pictures, happy in having 
exchanged the bufy world for the 

peaceful 


ee E 
peaceful pleafures of the paftoral.- 
life. 


The blufhing bud of fpring is 
ripened into full luguriance: the tow- 
ering, magnificent fun reigns predo- 
minant, and fheds forth his ardent _ 
and benign influence o’er the land: 
the vales of Arcadia, the elyfium of 
the ancients, and the paradife of 
Milton, are realized in an actual 
{cenery that beggars all defcription: a 
delightful verdure covers and adorris 
the face of the earth: trees rife ‘in 
graceful foliage arid maftle up the 
bofom of the hills: flowers, fweet- 
fcented, and of various hues; befpan-_ 
gle, like gems of the moft brilliant 

F 4 die, 
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die, the meadows, and enrich the 
recefies of the vales, the gardens and 
the pleafure-grounds: the warblers 
of the woods, in merry mood, chant 
forth their wild notes to the tune of 
Jove and rapturous delight, and flut- 
ter through the air in amorous dali- 
ance: the peaceful flocks and herds, 
grateful, fhare the bounties of the 
earth, cand, in fruitful,. lufty droves, 
_ decorate the teeming fields: the bufy 
croud of infects buz through the air, 
intent upon the full enjoyment of 
the prefent moment: the wonderful 
difplay of reptiles crawl upon’ the 
ground, and upon the fhrubs, and in 
myriads upon myriads, denote the 
fructifying faculty of the earth: the 

beautiful 


fe 
beautiful variegated formation of - 
every bufh, of every leaf, and of 
every flower, together with the repofe 
and tranquility that reign through 
the whole of the animal and veget- 
_ able world, fill the mind of the mu- 
fing man of feeling with ineffable — 
tranfports: he fees the fun fhine upon 
him, vivifying and preparing the 
fruits of the earth for his ufe: he 
obierves thefe bleffings fall into his 
lap: he marks the generous feed that 
waits upon his commands and exult- — 
ingly bears him o’er the land: he 
reflects upon the meek-eyed flocks 
and herds, that patiently give up their, 
toil and their lives to fupport him, 
and gazes at the delightful face of 


nature, 
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nature, while fhe prefents her charms 
for no other purpofe than to captivate 
him: he taftes the delicious fruits of 
real and fubftantial blifs: the flights 
of fancy waft him to élyfium: he 
feels the inexplicable tranfports which 
involve and enrapture the imagina- 
tion: the nymphs and fauns, the faiés . 
and faries rife to his view, and ih 
playful gambols turn the groves, the 
fawns, and the bowers into fcenés of 
inchantment: the gods and goddefiés, 
and cloud-compelling Jove himfelf, 
‘with all his thunder, are difplayed in. 
full review before him: he looks at 
the fetting fun, robed in all his gilded 
tfain of facinating clouds: he glances 
at the radiant woods, and far -ftretch- 


ing, 
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ing, vivid lawns: he bends his ardent 
view round the wide horizon : he 
penetrates the hills, and craggy tocks, 
and lofty mountains, which verge 
upon the towering hemifphere: he 
cafts his ravifhed eye up to the tran- 
quil fleecy Heavens : he fees the Deity, 
and feels the ineffable charms which 
are difplayed throughout all the works. 
ef nature: he marks the evening: 
.dews and coming twilight: he ob- 
ferves the ftillnefs of the night, mo- 
ther of meditation: he liftens to the 
diftant, interrupted lowings of the 
cattle, the tinkling of the neighbotr- 
ing village bells, the murmuring of 
the water-falls, the ruftling of the 
fanning zephyrs, playing among the 


Hs be fhrubs. 
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fhrubs and a8 and bearing foft 
tales to the love-fraught ear of the 
blufhing damfel: he attends to the 
blundering beetle, the whirling bat, 
the hooping owl, the barking cur, 
the plaintive nightingale, and the 
modeft moon: he difolves in feraphic 
dreams: foft fighs, gentle murmurs, 
plaintive whifpers, tranquil defires, 
and rifing hopes, inflame his breatt ; 
while his teeming fancy plays the 
wanton, and prefents him with a tran- 
fient view of angelic fcenes, fraught 
_ with glory, wonder, and unutterable 


joys! 
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A ScENeE upon the THAMES, 


Ty E, painted, decorated yach¢ refts 
upon the bofom of the Thames: the 
active, hearty mariners unfurl her 
- fails, and prepare her for the recep- 
tion of their coming lerd: from a 
manfion, whofe furrounding beauties 
charm the paffing fleets, iffue forth a 
gay affemblage of belles and beaus, 
_bufy minded, and eager for the con- 
| templative pleafures of the water: the 
vivid, graceful lawn bears her happy 


burthen to the river’s fide: Phoebus, 
arras ed ; 


Lyereay 
arrayed in all his glory, mounts up 
the mighty Heavens, and, fmiling, 
diffipates the tempeft-boding clouds, 
and fends the foft, impelling breeze : 
the affiduous fwains affift the timo- 
rous nymphs, while the boat, drawn . 
clofe afhore, receives her tottering 
freight: the officious failor, in hum- 
ble ‘guife, directs the thoughtful 
croup to take their feats and reft in 
equilibrio; the fkimming oars prefs 
the peaceful {ftream, and gently glides — 
the boat: the pleafing motion creeps 
through the fenfes, and excites’ the 
amorous glance; while fqueezed to- 
gether the mingled fexes feel the foft 
defires : the wary nymphs mount from 
the boat to gain the fhip, and truly- 
| generous 
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generous fwains prefs clofe their flow- 

ing robes to hide their beauteous 

limbs: happy, exulting, and delight- 

ed, the jocund party tread the polifh- 
ed decks; while, to a melancholy 

howl, the feamen weigh the ponderous 

anchor: the fhip gets loofe: fhe fteals 

away: the captain takes the helm, 

and proudly calls about him: the 

obfequious failors hear his ftern com- 

mands, and, in rough, acquiefcing 

tones, denote their willing hearts: 

the fails are fet: the ropes are braced ; 

the fanning zephyrs puff the {welling 

canvas: the charming yacht rides 

graceful down the tide, and hautboys, 

horns, and clarinets, at once ftrike 

up and pierce the ambient air: the 
| foft 
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foft and dying ftrains ride on the 
winged zephyrs, and charm the paf- 
fing fleets : the hardy fons of Neptune 
feel the infpiring founds, and, gazing, 
“ond their lofty decks; while boats © 
and barges loiter on their way, and 


liftening parties decorate the fhore. 


By tender, love-fraught founds the 
infatuated mind fees naked nereids 
javing in the tide; while frantic 
ficures rife before-the eye; ftrange 
emblems of the magic power of 
mufic: with every piercing ftroke the 
heart accords, beats high or finks as 
mufic moves the fenfes: as powerful 
{trains impel, the ftrugeling paffions 
rife, and ftrong emotions burft in 
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As down the ftream the oay affem- 
dly floats, the country, graceful, rifes 
from each fhore, and marfhes, hills, 
and woods, and- fertile fields, ‘and. 
happy flocks, and fprightly villas 
charm the ravifhed eye; while lofty 
‘fleets, in facinating groups, involve 
the foul in tranquil meditation. 

-. Thus feel the chearful {wains, and 
lovely nymphs, till, fpent with too 
much blifs, their fpirits flag, and call 
for frefh fupplies: when lo! the cold 
collation fills the ample board, a 
grateful fight, and much admired by 


man. 


Mone Tae As Quick 
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Quick fly the flaves, and eager 
are their lords, while patient ladies 
trifle o’er the feaft, and complaifantly _ 


help each welcome guett. 


The infpiring glafs goes round: the 
appointed toaft is drank: the woods, 
and lawns, and hills, and dales, and 
fhips, and tides, are all convolved in 
mingled, magic groups before the 
dazzled fight. 


On gay, enthufiaftic, pleafurable 
dreams the lively fancy doats: the 
_ heart exults: the fpirits bound: the 
foul expands :. pale care and trouble 
fly ; and banithed are the evils of this 
world, Up 


Up rife the comic fcenes *twixt 
‘belles and’ beaus, thus warmed with 
wine and all theyoys of Heaven. The 
inflaming nymphs, in coy and lufcious 
cule, bewitch the eager fwains, and. 
prompt their ftrone defires; while 
fear, refpect, and modetty, repel the 
wifhed embrace. In fportive dalliance 
play the merry group; while laugh-. 
ing Cupids hover o’er the fcene, and 
ply their feathered darts, Impelled 
by all-pervading love, the impaffion-. 
ed blufhes flufh the burning cheek : 
foft fighs burft frequent from the 
" panting breaft: the amorous accents 
faulter on the tongue; and tell-tale 


eyes betray the melting heart. 
9 CHAS 
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CHARACTER of PuiLoTas. 

A CERTAIN, reftlefs rapidity of 
deportment diftinguifhes the aétions of 
Philetas. Down the ftream of prof- 
perity he {wims with fuch adroitnefs 
_and difpatch, that though he feems — 
every moment in danger of béing 
drowned, yet, like the buoy of a fhip, 
which is beaten by every fcurvy wave, — 
he rears up his head, and defies the\ | 


accumulated force of the enemy. 


Upon 


Upon the face of Philotas prefide 
the marks of penetration, benignity, 
quicknefs of apprehenfion, and thofe 
{trong yet foftened lineaments which 


{trike the heart of a woman. 


His magic eye conveys at once the 
rapid motion of his ideas: his anger 
is iudden ; his refentment quick ; but 
his heart always decides in favour of 
the object of his-difpleafure. 


With a fine fortune he poflefes 
fuch a violent relifh for the country 
and its enjoyments, that he hurries 
from {cene to fcene with a velocity 
that borders upon freny ; ; and never 
3" 3 {tops 
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ftops to meliorate and digeft his plea- 
fares. A-quicknefs of difcernment 
which, like the rays of the fun, pierces 
through nature in an inftant, wilh not. 
 faffer him to flay to contemplate the 
radiance that attends upon his mo- 
tions. He is ever in the purfuit of 
happinefs while he enjoys it, and, 
‘like a froward girl in the arms of her 
lover, he fighs in the midft of tranf- 


ports. 


Philotas is a warm friend to his 
country ; but, like a true Englifhman,, 
his imagination magnifies his ideas,. 
and, on every reverfe of fortune, in 
the prefent troublefome times, he 
trembles for her fate, His fine feel- 

iat ings 
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ings plunge him into the extreme of 
joy or diftrefs, while the rapidity of 
his conceptions prevents either the 
one or the other from preying upon 
his mind. His converfation is lively. 
His remarks are fudden, pointed, and 
nervous, and always ftrike the fenfes, 
and play upon the fancy; while an 
excruciating delicacy plagues him upon 
every loofe hint, or grofs inucndo,; 
though he feems not to have the leaft 
objection to the aéual frenery. He is 
polifhed in the finer arts; and. mufic 
and the focial band attend him 
wherever he goes. He is temperate 
in himfelf, but prompts the chearful 
glafs, and feduloufly attends to the 
withes and inclinations of others, His 
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life, his time, and his fortune are 
‘fpent in ‘preparations for the enjoy- 
ment of his friends, and his houfe is 
ibe feat of Hofpitality. 

A great goodnefs of heart pervades 
all his actions, and is the leading 
mark in this exemplary character. It 
elares in his wrath: it rifes predomi- 
nant over his impetuofity ; and, in his 
convivial hours, it tranf{ports his fur- 
rounding friends with love and admi- 


ration. 


Such is the tranfcendent influence 
of his benignity, that his friends are 
all good natured, his fervants are 
chearful and ready, his very dogs 
| | . fawn 
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fawn upon and welcome the advancing 
vifitor, and the nymphs of his houfe- 
hold are the fweetek creatures in the 
world; two of whom, his lady. and 
her friend, we fhall take the liberty 
of tranfmitting, with thefe fheets, to 
pofterity, if the huckfter or the grocer ° 
does not intercept them in their pat- 
fage, and infidioufly put them to the 
vile offices of wrapping up bacon or 
Lobacco. 7 


CH Ar. 


L 99 4 


Cor AvP, + 


PorTRAIT of MaRIa. 


Tu E women mutt be in their na- 
tures ftrange perverfe animals, or the 
men extremely proud and impertinent, 
if the general good charatter of the 
female fex is acquired only by their 
filence, their placid deportment, and 
their not meddling with any thing in 
the world but their needle: yet fome- 
thing like this is impofed upon them 
by their imperious lords of the earth; 
for very few of thefe angelic creatures 
arrive at a fuperior dignity and emi- 

| nence 
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nence of reputation but thofe who are 
remarkable for the fubmiffive, kind, 
and conciliating tenour of their con- 


duct. 


Hard fate this to a fprightly nymph, 
who dreams of nothing but gentle 
fwains, who,.with foft fichs,. and mele 
ing accents, exift but in her {miles, and 
breathe but to be the flaves of every 
capricious turn and fickle motion of 


- her wayward fancy ! 


Maria, the heroine of this chapter, 
knows fo well her fituation, and the 
irrevocable decrees of her deftiny,.. 
that, with the moft lively turn of 
mind that ever enlightened a female 

breatt,, 
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_breaft, fhe lives but to adminifter the 
domeltic comforts to ‘the heart of 
Pbhilotas, while fhe poffeffes powers 
that would enable her to take the 
helm, and wreft the imperial ftaff out 
of the hands of her tyrant. 


A fine diftinguifhing faculty pre- 
vails in every action, look, and gef- 
ture of Maria, She penetrates at once 
‘the nicer touches of a character, and 
looks into the heart through thofe 
avenues which efcape the common 
eye, but which, however intricate and 
difficult of accefs, lead to the inmoft 
receffes of the foul. An intellectual 
brilliancy irradiates her fparkling © 
eyes. Wit, the concomitant of her 

| | expreflive 


eon 


expreflive features, ferves only as a 
fecondary quality to the bewitching 
manner in which it is difplayed; 
while good nature directs her fprightly 
fancy to fport with the olive branch, 
and to fhed peace, pleafure, and viva- 


city among her furrounding admirers. 


With powers that would render her 
the envy of her fex, and the terror of 
man, Maria contents herfelf with 
adminiftering to the mirth and good 
humour of fociety without the leaft 
exultation, or any tokens of her 
fuperiority ; and what 1s more extra- 
‘ordinary, without any of thofe affected 
fiens of humility which impofe upon 
the unwary, and poifon the fagacious. 
| Ter 
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Her fine parts, which are tempered 
with a genuine honefty of foul, glare 
in the face of all about her, but are 
* ‘pot feen by herfelf, except in the fud- 
den plaudits which await upon all fhe 
fays, and which, like the tranfient 
oleams of the fun in cloudy weather, 
pafs her, give her a momentary joy, 


and are never thought of afterwards. 


With a gaiety of difpofition that 
prompts her to appear in the world, 
and to fhine amoneft the pe/ize and the 
diffipated, fhe is contented in folitude, 
and enjoys it. Formed to direét, and © 
with talents to command, Maria fuf- - 
fers herfelf to be led, and never 


repines 
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repines at her fate. She is always at 
home, either with her fine family of 
children, with her friends, with her 
acquaintance, or with any fet of peo- 
ple whom chance or crofs purpofes 
have jumbled together. On every 
motion of her impetuous lord, fhe . 
waits but to be informed of what is 
to be done, or in what manner fhe is 
to be difpofed of, and fhe is ready. 
‘Take her in your arms, and carry her 
into a coach, or a fhip, fhe fits as 
quiet as a lamb, and laughs and {miles 
and jokes all the way, without feem- 
ing to be ia the leaft concerned about 
what 1s to become of her, or whither 
fhe is going. Look at her from day 
to day, and every day you will find 


1it 
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in her fomething rare, fomething frefh, 
and fomething. very good. With. 
charms fufficient to fet the world in a 
blaze, ‘fhe conciliates the affections of 
her own fex as much as fhe does the 
men; while fuch delicacy prevails in 
her actions, and in all her fprightly 
converfe, that, were you to give an 
inadvertant fhock to the’nicety of her 
feelings, it would hurt you more than 
a clap of thunder, and ruin you in: 


her good graces for ever. 


Thus, while Maria con{ults entirely 
the pleafure of others, fhe enfures her 
own happinefs, and is a pattern of 
conjugal affection, and of thofe fub- 
miffive, mild, and gentle accom plifh- 

ok ments 
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ments. which alone can render a wo- 
man the comfort, the pleafure, and 
delight of man. 


Vou, I. H CHAP. . 
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DESCRIPTION of BRILLANTE. | 


BRILLANTE appears like the 
lufcious peach that tempts the eye 
and appetite of the gazer; while the 
juicy plumpnefs of the full-fraught 
grape, feems to betoken a fudden dif- 
folution of fweets, were fhe to be pref- 


fed within the arms of her lover. 


Her captivating eyes wander, and 
fpeak, and talk until they make one’s 
heart ache. Her bewitching motions 
alarm and ftrike the affections. Her 

| tender 
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tender looks and figns draw you with- 
in the vortex of her fway. . You creep 
about her. You get as near in 
approaches as you dare. You fondle 
over the fyren. You are ready every 
moment to inatch the embrace; but 
are cautious of offending her delicacy ; 
while a tormenting mixture of defires 
and fears keep you for ever on the 
rack; and, in the paroxifm of your 
frenfy, you with her married, or at the 
devil, in order that fhe might not be 
fuffered any longer to teafe mankind 


with her charms. 


The ‘chearful laugh, the mirth- 
Moving talk, the merry frolick, are 
€ver ready, with Brillante, to grace 

A the 


the banquet of tranquility. It is im- 
poffible for Spleen to be of her party, 
and equally as difficult for Melan- 
choly to withdraw its attention from 
the fprightly gaiety of her deport- 
ment. She is formed for the joys of 
life, and it is to be hoped that the 
never experiences the effects of for- 
row; for if fhe does, the violence of 
her feelings muft plunge her into the 
deepeit diftrefs. 


A franknefs of behaviour difcovers, 
in every look and action, the gene-. 
rous heart of this amiable creature,. 


and wins, at firft fight, the warmeft} 


wifhes in her favour. You are con- 
cerned for her welfare the moment 
you 
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you are admitted to her prefence; and 
fee fuch a fund of joys and comforts 
hovering about her, that you are 
alarmed left the wayward goddefs 
Fortune, in a fit of jealoufy and ill 
nature, fhould blaft the fair profpect 
of her future blifs, and fend her 
weeping to folitary ceils and gloomy 
fhades; beating thofe breafts which 
were formed for the fofteft touches of 
the centleft {wain. 

When one looks at Nature arrayed 
in her gay attire of woods, and lawns, 
and eroves, and bowers, the mind 
feels the moft pleafurable ideas, paf- 
fing and repafling in mingled groups, 
lightly playing upon the fancy, and 

; fee {porting 
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fporting with the zephyrs in a thou- 
fand different directions, all tending 
to lead the foul into the bofom of 
repofe; but when fhe appears in the 
perfon of a fine woman, the paflions 
are up in arms at once, and inftantly 
obliterate all the foft traces of the 
former paradife. Thofe dreams which 
delighted che imagination, and which 
were fo various and confufed, are at 
once concentred in the all-command- 
ing, ali-convolving object of our atten- 


tion. 


Our feelings are fo much in unifon 
with the charms of fubftantial beauty,. 
that the foft touches of tranfport 
which divert the imagination on the 


CON-= 
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contemplation of the fineft {cenery 
which the earth produces, give way 
in a moment to the tumult of paffions 
which inflame the breaft when a lovely 


nymph prefents herfelf before us. 


Woman is the delight of man: fhe 
was formed to give him pleafure, and 
to engage and gratify all his wifhes. 
He may ramble o’er the fields: he 
may gather daifies and cowflips: he 
may be pleafed with their form.and 
their fweets: he may trace the ovals 
and the grafshopper: he ‘may bend 
his courfe through the wildernefs: he 
may recline in the cool ‘retreat : he 
may lave in the limpid ftream: he 
may hear the gurgling rill: he may 

H 4 liften 


[ 104 ] 

liften to the mufic of the grove: he 
may figh with the gales, and fing 
with the birds: he may revel in the 
pleafures of the imagination ; but thefe 
will all fade away as blighted vifionary 
dreams before the piercing eye of the 
lufcious damfel,; while fhe fnatches 
up the ftout emotions of the heart, 
and with them drives the weeping 
fancy to the clofe receffes of her dreary 
dells, unnoticed and forgotten ! 


CHAP. 
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OMe ects ye ALL: 


Rorerree bic1.8 apts; 


Token. 1m. JUNC, 8977; 


THE complexion of the times, 
like the blufh upon the cheeks of a 
virgin, varies upon every interefting 
-circumftance that attends upon the 


prefent moment. 


This pofition is particularly appli- 
cable to the politics of our country. 
From the liberty we enjoy, we claim 
the privilege of interfering in the 

, affairs 
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affairs of government, and to exprefs 
our diflike or approbation of the mea- 
fures of every adminiftration of our 
concerns. In confequence of our 
indubitable inheritance to fird fault, 
parties againft the ftate ftart up like 
mufhrooms every day, and frequently 
leave no traces of their exiftence en 
the morrow. So may the turbulent 
faction which at prefent embroils the 
councils of the ftate, ere the follow- 
ing ftrictures are publifhed, be funk 


into oblivion and contempt. 


Before the few fucceeding chapters, 
which lightly touch upon the politics 
of the day, are produced to the world, 
the war which gives rife to them may 

be 
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be over. The faction which I ams 
fearful occafioned it may be appalled, 
and this country enjoy the bleffings 
of perfect tranquility. But it hkewife 
may happen that the war may continue. 
The fpirit of the faction. may receive 
fire from the fuccefs of the enemy : 
the prefent miniftry may be over- 
thrown, and a new {cheme of politics 
take place. It may alfo happen that 
the ims and the outs, as they are-not 
unaptly, though vulgarly, termed, 
may equally preponderate in this 
mighty ftruggle for fuperiority, and 
what is called a coalition of parties 
enfue. But in the kind of writing 
which is applicable to our Title, 


wherein we endeavour to 


Catch the Manners living as they rife, 
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whatever changes may have taken 
place before our little work is pub- 
lifhed, it will furnifh a retrofpect in 
which the reader, as well as writer, 
will perceive himfelf to have been 
very much concerned, and cannot fail 
of giving equal pleafure with any 
fubje&t which may then be the topic 
of converfation, as it will recal to his 
mind the paft tranfactions of the com- 


munity. 


At the inftant of time in which I 
am writing this chapter, ‘the fate of 
the Colonies feems to have arrived to 
the very point of determination This 
muft therefore be one of the moft 
ftriking wras in the annals of Great 


Britain, 
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Britain, and will always be adverted 


to with eagernefs and concern. 


The few {cattered thoughts to be 
found in thefe volumes upon the 
mighty fubjeét of the prefent politics, 
will, confequently, at all times, give 
the writer of them the fatisfaction of 
reviewing the alarming conteft which 
formerly agitated his mind, and the 
reader the pleafure of comparing his 
own feelings upon the occafion to the 


principles and opinions of the author. 


In like manner the prefent cuftoms. 
and fafhions, both with refpect to 
drefs and the prevailing habits of the 
times, though they do not altogether 

depend 
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depend upon the contingencies of war, 
and therefore are not fo liable to fuch 
fudden changes as a Britifh admini- 
ftration, yet they are fickle and tran- 
fient, and fo many innovations arife 
in the courfe of a few months, that 
_ the traces of the pait are obliterated 
by the prefent, and can be revived in 
the’ memory only by thofe who, like 
ourfelf, may have taken the pains to 
delineate them upon the fpot, and to 
prepare them for the entertainment of 


fucceeding generations. 


A multiplicity of arguments are . 
crouding at this moment upon our 
intellect in proof of the utility and 
pleafure which muft accrue to our 

| readers 


newer, 
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readers in confequence of our pre- 
_fenting them with pictures of thefe 
remarkable times, notwithftandine all 
the alterations which may take place, 
both in politics and manners, before . 
their publication. But as it always 
appeared to us the general bane of 
authors, when any favourable idea 
had forcibly ftruck upon their fancy, 
to fay fo much about it, and about it, 
as to become tedious and troublefome, 
and to take off, by their prolixity, 
the keen zeft or relifh of their re- 
marks, we will recommend what is 
already advanced upon the fubject as 
a fample of the concife. And, as a 
teftimony. of our great veneration for 
the quicknefs of the appreheniion, 

and. 
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and the eafe and comfort of the peru-' 
fer, we will fuppofe he underftands 
us as perfectly as if he had written a 
volume upon the matter, and proceed. 
with our political traits, to which 
thefe obfervations feemed a neceflary 


introduction. 
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. CHARACTER of an ENGLISHMAN, ?: 


Ir feems to be the moft comfort- 
able refleCtion to an Englifhman to 
tell him that he is ruined ; particularly 
with refpect to ftate affairs and his 
country. His poor country, in his — 
dreary imagination, is eontinually on 
the brink of deftruétion,; and he rea- 
dily gives into any fuggeftions of that 
“nature, be they ever fo abfurd and 
contemptible, The French and flat- 
bottomed boats operate upon his mind 
in the fame manner as witches and 
-War. I. iat hobgob- 
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hobgoblins do upon the imagination 
of a child; and Raw Head and Bloody 
Bones cannot put an infant into a 
"greater panic than this great baby 
will experience on the moft ridicu- 


lous rumour of an invafion. 


— It is wonderful to caft one’s thoughts 
back upon the many ftrange calamities 
which have been, from time to time, 
predicted by our anti-minifterial aftro- 
- Jogers to befal this devoted country, 
and, ftill more amazing, that though 
not one of them ever came to pafs, 
yet they have all been implicitly be- 
lieved by two thirds of the nation: fo 
prone are we to liften to any thing 
which is dreadful. 

An 
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An Englifhman with this foolifh 
bias in his mind quietly falls a prey 
to the groffeft impofitions,; and the 
genuine noblenefs of his heart is be- 
trayed into the moft ridiculous de-_ 
fpondency. He is the dupe of every 
cowardly faction, which, for finifter 
ends, plays upon his apprehenfions, 
and which he would defpife if the 
falfe lights that led him into it were 
taken away. He trembles at the very 
thought of the myriads of armed men 
which he is told are advancing to 
- attack him; but meets them in the 
field without any emotions, except 
_ thofe which fpring from an eagernefs 
_ to engage, His credulity prompts 
I 2 H him 
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him to believe the defigning and ma- 
licious part of his fpecies; and no 
experience or proofs of their folly 
and bafenefs can emancipate him from 
the delufion.” Ever fearful and fore- 
boding, he faftens upon the infidious 
fnares which are fpread with the 
plaufible pretext of keeping him in 
fafety, and ftrugeles in the trammels 
of defpair. He ponders over every 
treacherous account of his deplorable 
condition; and fhudders at the pre- 
tended ruin which» furrounds him. 

He ftands ftaring, with his mouth 
wide openy {wallowing every frightful 
ftory which ts told him; and never 
knows what he is about, nor his own 
value and confequence, till his better 


genius 
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genius gives him a confounded box 
on the ear, and that fets him to rights 
at once, his fears vanifh like a dream, 
the lion roufes within him, and woe 
be to the audacious oppofer of his 


might ! 


toc CHAR: 
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REMARKABLE TYRANNY of the 


BriTisH GOVERNMENT. 


F ROM the firft moment of my 
recollection down to the prefent times, 
we have always been plagued with © 

tyranny, notwithftanding we are now 
~ the only free ftate of any confequence 


in the world 


Confult the hiftory of our various 
adminiftrations from the earlieft pe- | 
riod of our obtaining liberty, and 
you will find them conftantly repre- 

| fented 


[ ath 


fented as the promoters of abfolute 


dominion; and yet, ftrange to relate! 


we have ever been, permitted to fay 


-and do as we like, and never were - 


more remarkable for the freedom and 


fy 


indelicacy of our animadverfions upon 


government than. we are at this hour. 


Amonett all the pretended ftruggles 


for abfolute fway, our rulers have not _ 


Vie 


thought proper, as yet, to lay an 
embargo upon our tongues, although 
it is generally the firft effort and token 
of tyranny. Thank God, we have 
the liberty of fpeech, and the Lord 
knows we make a heavenly ufe of it; 
for we feem, at all adventures, ab/o- 
lutely determined to obey no prince 

I 4 tia 
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but the fupreme Ruler of the univerfe ; 
and it is an infolvable difficulty with. 
me whether, if we fhould be fo happy 
as to obtain all our wanton wifhes, in 
having no earthly monarch to oppofe, 
we fhould not ftorm the realms of the 
Omnipotent, and difpute the authority 
of the Almighty. 


So fearful are we left we fhould, in 
fome ill-fated hour, become flaves to 
our own prince, that we are con- 
tinually courting the vengeance of 
foreign powers. We take every op- 
portunity to give them the moft fright- 
ful accounts of the enormity of our 
debts; the finking ftate of our funds ; 
the decay of our trade; the increafe 

of 
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of our taxes; the dreadful commo- 
tions in the land; the il} temper of 
the people; their hatred to their fove- 
reign ; the defencelefs fituation of our 
country ; ‘her particular weak parts, 
and the places where the is davul- 
nerable,; and are fo lavifh in our 
praifes of the power and wealth of 
all our enemies, that it 1s no wonder 
they fhould, fo ftimulated, meditate 


our ruin. 


This monttrous and deteftable frenfy, _ 
while it tends to put the king of 
England in mind of what otherwife he 
might not think of, and like a traduced 
beauty, who never gave up her charms 
_ to the fpoiler, determine him at once 
to 


a ae 
to merit the ftigma which the wicked- 
nefs and folly of his fubjects prefume 
to fix upon him, ferves likewife to 
excite the efforts of every contending 
power upon earth tottake advantage 
of our internal commotions, and to 
ftrive to overwhelm us in that terrible 
gulph of deftru€tion, which would 
never open his tremendous jaws to 
devour us but for the ridiculous noife 
and pother which we are eternally 


making about him. 


While with our cries, and our 
fhrieks, we roufe the grifly monfter 
of the deep, it is no wonder he fhould | 
fwallow us out of mere compaffion, 
and for no other purpofe than to put 
an end to our fears. 
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Asyect Conpsrion of PATRIOTISM. 


] LOVE to fee at all times the fpirit 
of liberty breathe through the land, 
but I hate the wretched fpawn which. 

the virulence of a faction would palm | 


upon us for her offspring. 


In days of yore, when popery and | 
flavery, high church and the devil, 
with gigantic ftrides, were dragging 
our forefathers in chains the abject 
vaflals of defpotifm;, I honour the © 
memory of thofe glorious patriots who 

oppofed 
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oppofed the tide of abfolute dominion, 
and fealed their country’s freedom with 
their blood; but now that we enjoy 
the ever-blooming goddefs Liberty, 
decorated in all her charms of civil and 
religious rights ; to fee her proftituted 
by every difappointed faction, and 
made the miferable wanton of the 
licentious and the difaffeéted; to fee 
her torn to pieces by the ungovernable 
fons of difcord; to obferve her dif- 
mantled of her flowing robes, and her | 
lovely face diftorted into the femblance 
of a fury ; to perceive her with flaming 
eyes darting the malignant rays of 
anarchy and confufion o’er the land, 
and all for the purpofe only, of routing 
one adminiftration in order to eftablifh 
another, 
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another, is a diferace to the prefent — 
times, and would cover the glowing 
cheeks of our progenitors with the 


blufhes of indignation and contempt. 


To fee the far-fetched, elaborate, — 
and metaphyfical reafonings, which 
a fet of envious and difappointed men 
are obliged to have recourfe to, in 
their endeavours to fix the ftioma of 3 
tyranny upon the covernment, and to 
excufe the crime of rebellion, would 
make even a Syduey or a Ruffel turn 
away from the wretched mockery, and, 
in a fit of rage and diftraction, ana- 
thematize the defpicable baftards that 
would impofe themfelves upon the 
world for the legitimate offspring of 


thofe memorable characters. ©. -To 
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To fee the quackery of politics 
exhibited in all the minutiz of non- 
 fenfe, and parcelled out in an infinity 
of ridiculous prefcriptions to rectify 
and recover the conftitution of Eng- 
land, which would enjoy the moft 
perfect ftate of health, but for the 
pernicious crew of empirics that de- 
luge it with their poifonous recipes, 
is a lamentable reflection to every 
man of fpirit, ‘and enough to roufe 
the keeneft of his inveétives againtt 
the promoters of fuch vile and deteft- 


able practices. 


‘To fee our country, even at this 


foreboding xra, poffeffed with native 
: vigour 


ip 
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vigour fufficient to enable her to wea- 
ther through all the baleful fogs, and 
ftorms, and tempefts that furround 
her, clogged and convulfed with an 
inteftine confufion within her own 
bowels, raifed and fermented by a 
deluge of cruel noftrum-mongers, is a 
fhocking confideration, and ought to 


excite in “the” breatt? af. every. true 


Enelifhman a determined. refolution 


to difcountenance the operations of 


fuch a mifchievous tribe. 


To fee the veneration which all 
nations that have merited an .honour- 
able name in hiftory ever expreffed 
for their own country degenerated by 
ys into the vileft of farcafms againtt 

the: 


fr ea J 

the dignity of our native land, which 
nothing but. the moft ignoble rancour 
can produce, and which are conti- 
nually exhibited in our public prints, 
would be terrible in the eyes of an 
. Ancient Briton, and ftrike the glorious 
fons of Greece and Rome with the moft 


frightful ideas of fuch depravity. 


In fhort, to fee Englifhmen vilify- 
ing their country, and endeavouring 
to fink her into an abject ftate of de- 
fpondency, inftead of roufing her to 
arms and to victory, is a horrid fpec- 
tacle, and requires the fevereft ftrokes 
of fatire. 


CHAP. 


CUM AYP. GEE 


LER RIZRE Stamey Pacriox#, 


A M AN born or enlifted in a fac- 
tion again{t the ftate, is a bigot of 
the moft tremendous order. His mind 
is off the hinges: his paffions are 
inflamed: his imagination is difturb- 
ed: his vifion is confufed: he fees. 
nothing but through a falfe medium, | 
nor hears any thing but what tends to 
confirm him in his prejudices: he 
prejudges, and therefore will not be 
tried by any other law but that which 
_ he has fet up in his own fancy; and 
Wor I; K | is 
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is the moft unaccountable monfter of 
— defpotif that ever was produced by 
the turbulent fons of anarchy, difcord, 
and tribulation. 


The principles of a faction are con- 
centred in the promotion of it, and 
that without the leaft attention to the 
good or evil which may accrue to 


fociety in general from its operations. 


There is always, in this divided 
country, a violent ftruggle among the 
leading men in different taterefis to 
take the helm, and, under favour of 
their prince, to direct the councils of 

the ftate, to fill up her honorary and | 
pene’ offices, and to have it in 
their 
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their power to provide for their friends 
and dependents. Whatever party has 
the good fortune to prefide, either 
Whig or Tory, it is no matter, the 
difappointed always raife a clamour 
againit every meafure of the reigning 
adminiftration, endeavour to embroil 
them with the people, to throw a falfe 
glofs over their purfuits, and to raife 
the hue and cry againit them as the 
promoters of tyranny; and, as far as 
the judicious and penetrating eye of 
Candour can pierce into the councils 
of the heart, for the fublime purpofes 
only of routing out of the way the 
opponents to their ambition, of feiz- 
ing the reigns of government out of 
their hands, of leaping into their feats, 
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and of fteering the very felf-famé 


courfe of their adverfaries. 


Thefe truths are fo well known and 
‘underftood, that the ftruggles of the 
outs with the zus are become proverbial 
in this country, and the fubjects of 
ballads, jefts, and gibes among the 
common people; and yet, to the 
aftonifhment of all thinking men, the 
farce is {till kept up, and, if poffible, 
with more vigour in the prefent times 
than ever it was fince we have been 


slacued with the conteft, , 
pag 


Thofe factions, therefore, which arife 
oppofition to the meafures of go- 


verniment, ee from the dregs of a 
former 


i? gee 
former adminiftration, and, like the 
prefent Whigs overfet by the Tories, 
will endeavour to regain their influence 


in the ftate at all adventures. 


Hence we fee and feel the effects of 
a war with America, which has been. 
drawn upon us by the mifeuided 
efforts of a former miniftry, who feem. 
determined to effect their re-eftablith-, 


ment at the helm, or the ruin of their 


country. 


. The word Liberty is the bugbear of 
faction, fet up, upon all occafions, to. 


terrify government, and delude the 


people. 


kK 3 | Hence 
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Hence we fee that aftonifhing con- 
cern for the rights of America, which 
has been blazoned forth by thofe who 
would not care, except, perhaps, ina 
religious view, if the Colonies were 
annihilated, provided they could, by 
their clamours, embroil the prefent 
adminiftration with the people, and 


effect a total revolution in the ftate. 


It is fhocking to obferve to what a 
lamentable chaos of frenfy the factions 
of this country will hurry the mem- 
bers of them into. 


Setting afide the uninterefting and 
contemptible arguments which have 
amufed 


amufed the public for foine time pail, 
concerning the DAE rights of the 
Colonies and thofe of the Mother 
Country, we will reduce the matter 
to the criterion by which pofterity 
will diftinguifh it, fimply, and without 
any refinements upon the cafe, Tue 
Revort of AMERICA; and, under that 
confideration, we will juft appeal to 
the manoeuvres of the prefent faétion, 
merely as a proof of the frightful 
malady which faftens upon the brain 
of a fpeculator, who fuffers himfelf 
to be led away by a party. 


Painful as this tafk muft appear to 
aman of candour, yet it is too noto- 
rious to efcape the obfervation of the 
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moft capricious and indifferent per- 
fonage in his majefty’s dominions, 
that the oppofition to the ftate have 
exerted every nerve to clog the wheels 
of. government, and to render every 
fcheme to chaftife the rebellious 
Americans abortive and of non effect. 
That after thofe rights which were 
long ‘contended for on paper were 
inevitably to be determined by the 
{word ; and at a time when every true 
Englifhmen muft be agitated for the 
fate of his country; and whatever his 
_ideas might be with refpect to the 
want of fagacity of adminiftration in 
not avoiding, at all hazards, the cala- 
mities of a war, he muft, moft afuredly; 
when things were carried fo far, lay 


afide 
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afide his objections, and exert his 
good wifhes at leaft for the fuccefs of 
Old England; yet we ‘find the mem- 
bers and friends of. Oppofition, like 
the genuine fons of Faction, “rejoicing | 
at the perfeverance of America, wi/h- 
ing and forboding a French war, and 
hugging themielves in its fancied fatal 
confequences, unhappy at a victory of 
our troops, much pleafed and enlivened | 
at any thing like a defeat, appalled 
and filent at fuccefies, exbilarated and — 
| fprighily at ill fortune, /effening the 
glory and confequence of our vic- 
tories, magnifying the advantages of the — 
rebels, and, in every refpect, except. 
that of taking up arms, adéfing the 
. part of avowed friends to a foreign 
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country, and profeffed enemies td 
their native land. 

Thefe are fuch notorious facts, and 
are exhibited by the partifans with 
fuch unbounded effrontery in every 
company or fociety throughout the 
land, that we need not appeal to the 
treacherous writings which croud our 
daily papers upon the occafion as a 
proof of thefe affertions, fince the 
general fuffrage of the public will 
sive the moft decifive fanction to the 


charge. 


There is a fupinenefs in fociety at 
large, which prevents the members of 
it, in general, from fifting to the bot- 

| tom 
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tom thofe mifchiefs which come on 
by degrees, and which grow familiar 


by repetition. 


Hence we do not now ftart at an 
advocate for America, notwithftand- 
ing fhe is become, by her own decla- 
rations, and in fetting herfelf up as 
an independent community, as much. 
an enemy to us, in every fenfe of the 
word, as Franee or Spain, becaufe, in 
the beginning of the difpute, we were 
wont to confider her as a branch of 
ourfelves, and to plead for her merely 


from her confanguinity. 


Hence we liften with patience to 


the domettic enemies of our country, 
while 
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‘while they openly profefs themfelves: 
the advocates for the rebellious Ame- 
ricans, and treat their native land with 


infolence, contempt, and derifion. 


Hence we read the writings of the. 
molt lamentable fet of fophifts that 
ever bewildered mankind, and who. 
have argued about the meaning of. 
the word Ligerty, until they have. 
rendered it entirely undefinable, and 
totally out of the reach of any man’s 
capacity in the kingdom to underftand: 
it but thofe who have fublimated their. 


ideas in a garret. 


_ Patriots, in thefe glorious times, are 
the offspring of Faétion ; and it is well 
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known what a bleffed fet of them 
we have, and how manfully they are 
exerting themfelves in fixing an ever- 


lafting ftigma upon the name. 


There is fomething fo bafe and 
humiliating in that kind of deceitful 
patriotifm, which, under the cloak of 
a real love for one’s country, aims 
only at private intereft, that, in the 
height of political difputation, the 
original caufe which gives birth to 
moft of our oppofitions is frequently 
loft in the conteft, as a moft unworthy 
reflection, totally out of the queftion, 
and too abominable to be caft upon 


the vileft of the human {pecies. 


Hence 
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Hence we behold that ftrange com- 
motion which feizes upon the minds 
and manners of the patriots, and their 
abettors, when any hint of a duplicity 
of intention is levelled at them. But 
if old Shakefpeare’s adage be true, 
that the galled jade will wince, it is not 
poffible to evince the pofition more 
powerfully than in the prefent cafe; 
for whenever you charge the patriots 
and their adherents home, as acting 
from no other principle in their cla- 
mours againft the minifters but to get 
their places, and, for private views, 
they, together with their anderftrap-. 
pers, kick and wince in fuch a terrible 
manner as to leave you fatisfied of 

their 
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their guilt. They are extremely fore 
in that quarter, and will not bear the 
lichteft touch of a probe. It 1s won- 
derful to fee how aftonifhed they look 
whenever you give but a flight glance 
at the place which 1s feftered. Like 
aman with a ftrong fit of the gout in 
his toe, a feather puts them ina fright, 


and overwhelms them with rage and 
diftration ! 


i) 


CHAP, 


faeet 


CoxBoA! Bou VES 
AUTUMNAL TRAITS. 


H AVING proceeded thus far with 
our political traits, and the variegated 
autumnal feafon of the year being 
advanced, we will leave the fate of 
America to the contingencies of war, 
_ while we retire upon the banks of the 
Avon, there to enjoy that relaxation 
from the feverity of fatire, and the 
buftlings of this bufy world, which 
we propofed in our title as a neceflary 
relict to the reader, when we told him 
that our Pictures of Men, Manners, 

ae: and 
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and the Times fhould be interfperfed 
with Defcriptions of the Country, and 


Rural Enjoyments. 


The retiring fun threatens a diffo- 
lution of nature. The woods and 
groves feel the decline, and their 
branches and their trunks ftiffen at 
the profpect. Their leaves tremble at 
the approach of winter, and decorate 
themielves in a thoufand different hues 
+ to court the flay of PHoebus.- The: 
all-pervading deity attends to their 
pathetic blandifhments, .and for a 
while difpels the rifing fogs which, 
in dreadful affemblage, are gathering 
together, in order to cover the face of 
the. earth. | 

Vor. I. a os 
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Tis pure ethereal fun-fhine. The 
lingering zephyrs feem unwilling to 
quit their wonted haunts, while the 
keener breeze invades their moft fecret 
and delightful receffes, difpels. each 
eroffer particle which impregnates the 
atmofphere, and prefents to the enrap- 
tured gazer the moft diftin& and per- 
fect view of the far-ftretching horizon, 
and of each particular and interven- 


ing object. 


The fythe and fickle have fwept 
away the produce of the fields, and 
ricks in lufty heaps furround the 
habitation of the farmer. The orchard 


teems with her annual tribute, and 
eager 
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eager boys affail the loaded branches 
of the pear and of the apple, while 
lovely girls, more cautious, {natch up 


the falling fruit. 


‘The befpangled dewy lawns dazzle 
the eye of the fpectator. The whiff- 
ling goffamer, in fprightly mazes, 
waves o’er the furface of the meadows, 
flies from hedge to hedge, faftens 
upon the face of the paffing nymph, 
and irritates her with its titilating, 


troublefome embrace. 


The love-ftricken deer, in gay 
affemblage, fweep o’er the radiant © 
fcene. The amorous bucks, with 
majeftic fronts, and terrific defart 

| i 2). > groans, 
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groans, form their appointed feraglios, 
encircle their different herds, look 
fierce at the approach of a man, affail 
each rude invader, and, with more 
than Turkifh pride and prefumption, 


enflave the meek-eyed does. 


The fonorous note of the huntfman 
proclaims thes schace) ~The, scaper 
hounds fpread o’er the fields, dath 
through the brakes and covers, fnuff 
the fcented dews, and prefent a motly 
chirping fcene of joyous expectation, 
The hearty fons of Nimrod reftrain 
their mettled fteeds, and mark the 
“rifing fport... The game is up. The 
huntfman founds his horn. The 
hounds in chorus join their rapturous 


tones. 
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tones. The fiery courfers fpurn the | 
tufted plains, .and all is raging blifs 
and defperate delight. Over hedges, 
ditches, hills, and mountains fpring the 
revel-rout; nor woods, nor marfhes, 
bogs, nor rivers {top the gay career. 
Away they fly, and leave dull care 


with all her plagues behind! 


The flender greyhounds, with the 
treacherous, low-minded, courfing 
tribe, fkulk through the elades and 
fallow-grounds, peep into each recefs, 
furprife the timid hare, and exult in 
the favage pleafure of committing 


3 


inftant murder. 


Dep pcre 1504 he 
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The fpotted pointer quarters the 
ftunted ftubble, catches the tainted 
gale, creeps cautious towards the 
neftling partridge, and ftands with 
couchant head, and tail ere&t.. The 
-yelentlefs fhooter f prings the whurring 
covey, levels the dreadful gun, and 
fends the thundering death. The 
haplefs birds, fluttering, fall, and, 
ftrugeling, gafp for breath; while 
the keen {portfraan pants with joy, 


unmindful of their fate! 


The bufy infects are dead, or retired 
into their various cells. ‘The warblers 
of the woods are mute, fave the red~- 
bregtt, harbinger of winter, and the 


Tori, 
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foft, bewitching, foaring woodlark. 
The travelling redwing and fieldiare 
appear in fhy and diftant flocks, fore- 
boding harfher weather; while the 
{nipe and woodceck are found in 
fplathy bogs and brakes, to the | 
extreme joy of the marfhy cunner, 


and his friend the fpaniel. 


~ Such aré the fcenes of autumn; of 
that lovely feafon which is replete 
with fruits, and corn, and all the gifts 
of Heaven; which fills the happy 
board of the induftrious peafant with 

joy and plenty; which affords him a 
relaxation from his labour, as the 
well-earned zeft to his returning toil ; 
_ which prefents, to the man of feel- 
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ing, the moft bewitching, variegated 
fcenery; which attends upon. the 
departing god of day, arrayed in the 
mild luftre of ferene delights, until 
he leaves us to our fate, to dreary 


fogs, and rains, and diffolution ! 


Can P. 
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Gabheee = By XVITTI. : 


Cyaracter and Exproirs of Inruatus. 
Tu E intellects of Inflatus, an‘ex- 
traordinary perfonage lately deceafed, 
were fraught with a degree of enthu- 
fiafm that bordered upon frenfy- His 
imagination always got the ftart of 
his rational perceptions, and turned 
every circumftance of his life into 
illufive fcenery. He never faw a 
-grove without its attendant dryades, 
nor a wood but with the fylvan deities, 
He never fauntered by the fide of © 
the hee, ftream but he enjoyed the 
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naiades, nor perceived a lawn: nor’ 
thicket without the fays and fauns. 
If he heard of a battle, Death in 
propria perjona was {talking over the 
field, the manes of the dead were 
hovering upon the coaft of Styx, and 
flafhes, portents, figns, and bloody 
ftreaks, befmeared the face of the 
Heavens. If you told him of a 
wedding, up ftarted Hymen with his 
torch, leading the blufhing bride to 
the arms of the bridegroom. If you 
informed him of a funeral, orations, 
pomp, and magnificent rites engaged — 
his attention. A fimple burglary put 
him in mind of an enchanted caitle, 
and a robbery upon the highway of 
dreadful banditti infefling the plains 


of Indofan. Thus 


( 
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Thus Inflatus, from a fondnefs for 
the marvellous, and the ftudy of the 
ancient mythology in confequence of © 
it, had acquired a habit of treating 
every trifling occurrence as a moft 
aftonifhing phenomenon, and he ftood . 
aghait, panting and puffing at every 


pitiful tranfaction., 


He was well verfed in the ftories 
of Greece and Rome, and fondled 
over the ftruggles of the ancients for 
freedom with the eager appetite of a 
child. The violence of his affections 
‘prevented him from feparating his 
ideas. The found of Wilkes and Liberty, 


which, like the alarum bell, had ufed 
to 
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to ring in the ears of his countrymen, 
caufed him, like numerous well-mean- 
ing, mifguided perfons of thofe times, 
to miftake the efforts of a needy tool 
of faction for the godlike patriotifm 
of a Cato; and he was one of the 
foremoft in forwarding the turbulent 
manoeuvres of the republicans. He 
followed the malecontents from Lon- 
don to Brentford, and from Brentford 
to London, and back again, roaring 
like a favage, drunken zealot Wilkes 
end Liberty, until he was overwhelmed 
with a raging furor of unutterable 
frenfy; and he often got a broken 
head in the conflict. He would fre- 
quently affail the very doors of the 
houfe of commons, and, in the moft 

opprobrious 
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opprobrious terms, charge the repre- 
fentatives of his country with the 
moft abominable depravity; but it 
feems he ‘was always looked upon as 
a madman, ana, with many others — 
of his tribe, was configned by the 
honourable houfe to the idle evapora- 
tions of his malady. He headed the 
mob in the attack in St. Geerge’s 
Fields, and narrowly efcaped being 
crufhed to death in the tumult. He — 
was the moft reputable attendant upon 
the lord mayor, when that elorious 
fon of liberty was fent to the Tower, - 
and would have fhouted on the releafe 
of the magiftrate but he could get 
nobody to join him. He was the prin- 7 
cipal advifer of that ever-memorable 


decree, 


Lat J 

decree, the lowering the price of fprats, 
by which Mr. Wilkes gained immortal 
honour in his mayoralty, and ditated 
moft of the flaming paragraphs during 
that period againft wicked minifters, 
corrupt parliaments, and oblique 
judges, who wrefted the laws to ferve 
the purpofes of tyranny. He looked 
upon the printers of news-papers, 
who were confined for their libellous 
proceedings, as infpired by the genuine 
{pirit of patriotifm, and as honourable 
martyrs to the caufe of liberty. He 
| harangued the common-council men 
in every club or fociety, and they 
gaped at his orations. He attended 
upon the city aldermen at Guildhall, 


and compared them to the fenators of 
Rome 


i 94 
Rome oppofing the tide of abfolute 
dominion. He proved to them the 
illeeality of prefs warrants, and they 
iffued their orders accordingly. He 
difclaimed the exigences of the ftate 
as a fufficient falvo for fuch proceed- 
ings, and fatisfied the court that it 
was more betierer to be overwhelmed 
in deitruction by an invafion, than to 
fuffer one particle of the fpirit of 
liberty to be evaporated in the pre- 
fervation of their country. He always 
attended the lobby of the houfe while - 
the patriots were denouncing death 
and deftru€tion to the minifters and 
Old England, and bribed the fexton 
of St Stephen’s to let him ring the 
pins bell as a chorus to the cataf-_ 
. trophe. 
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trophe. He would frequently befet 
the king in his paflage to the play- 
houfe, or the parliament, and urge the 
people to be rude:to their fovereign. 
He was the boon companion of the bill 
of rights men, and the chief propofer 
and promoter of all the notable ediéts 
of the fociety. He got drunk with the 
livery, by way of proving the ruin- 
ation of liberty, and marfhalled them 
upon every weighty determination at 
Guildhall. He kept up the fpirits of 
’ the finking, and roufed the a¢tive to 
deeds of valorous difobedience; and 
many an alderman, -and common- 
council man, a lord mayor, . and 
printer have been indebted to Inflatus 
for the fpirit and magnanimity of 

| | their 
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their condua@. He knew no _power 
but what was derived from fociety 
at large—ergo, a large mob was the 
very quinteffence of power; and the 
 Journeymen weavers and taylors have 
frequently benefited by the pofition. 
He proved, phyfically, metaphyfically, 
and logically, that liberty confifted in 
every. man’s doing what he pleafed, 
and Doétor Price has taken advantage 
of the idea. If I am controuled, faid 
Inflatus, I am not a free agent—ergo, 
all law or reftraint 1s diametrically 
repugnant to the genuine fpirit of 
liberty ; and the Doctor has determined 
the cafe to the entire fatisfaction of 
the Prefbyterians. We afferted that 
there could be no fuch thing in nature 

Nox M eet 


ie 

as taxation without reprefentation ; 
and Lord Chatham obtained the repeal 
of the American ftamp aét, encouraged . 
the Colonies to difpute every propofi- 
tion from the Mother Country, and to 
prepare for independency. He buoyed 
up Lord Camden in his metaphorical 
definition of tangible and untangible 
property, and the whole fraternity 
of authors and their devifees were 
deprived of their property becaufe it 
was not to be ¢ouched. He followed 
Mr. Burke through all the mazes of 
| rhetorical declamation, and was the 
only man in the kingdom that could 
make any thing of his orations. He 
was the idol of Junius, and main- — 
tained that it was entirely confonant 

with 
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swith the fpirit of liberty to infult 
his fovereign, and to expofe and vilify 
the public and private character of 
every gentleman in offiee under the 
government; but that it was a breach 
ef Magna Charta, and the moft 
wicked thing in nature in any man to 
retort upon the defamers of admini- 
{tration, or to hold them up, in their 
turn, to the derifion of a mifled and 


infulted community. 


Inflatus, in confequence of the above 
tranfactions, and the active part he 
took in all the buftle and confufion 
of the times, hurried himfelf into a 
fever whieh nearly deprived him of 
his exiftence. During the period of 
? M 2 this 
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this calamity, which was of long dura- 
tion, he felaom had the opportunity 
of converfing with the great world of 
politics ; and indeed he was prevented 
from it by the judicious interpofition 


of his phyficians. 


Time and a good confltitution at 
length getting the better of his dif- 
temper, he began, as he gathered 
ftreneth, to take a retrofpect of his 
former exploits, and, like a man jult 
emerged from a delirium, he furveyed 
_.them with the cool and penetrating 


eye of reflection. 


The firft circumftance which ftruck 
him, and which gave a turn to his 
_ political 
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political tenets, in thefe his cooler 
moments of animadverfion, was the 
inconfiftence and duplicity of his 
adorable friends the patriots, whom 
he found were become contemptible 
in the eyes of the fober part of man- 
kind, as men that had enlifted them- 
felves in the caufe of liberty for the 
purpofes only of making themfelves 
of fome confequence, and of reaping 
their feveral and feparate advantages 
from the difturbance which they 

created. He found them quarelling 
and difputing among themfelves; 
feparating, dividing, and fubdividing 
into a thoufand different interefts, all 
totally repugnant to the general caufe 
of liberty, and tending entirely to 
| | M 3 finifter 
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finifter ends and private views and 
‘advantages; and that they were the 
laughing-ftock of the public at large. 
He perceived, with the moft tor- 
menting’ mortification, that very few 
amoneft his long lift of the furious 
zealots for freedom, conftitutional 
rights, and fo forth, had acted from, 
principle, but from the worft or moft 


ridiculous motives. 


Upon this check to the ardour of 
his difpofition, Jujatus began to fur- 
vey in his mind the nature of the 
conftitution of England, and of thofe. 
claims upon government, about which. 
he and his ‘former coadjutors had 
made fuch a terrible uproar. 

In 
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In this felf-examination he could 
make out no better account of the 
matter than that he had been led 
aftray, the miferable follower of a 
meteor. That the violence of his 
paffions, which had been over heated 
by the ftudy of the ancient democratic 
ftates, had prevented him from mak- 
ing the neceflary diftinction between 
thofe {tates and a limited monarchy ; 
and that all his ideas upon the fubject 
had been totally inapplicable to his 
own country, and tended to fubvert a 
conftitution which had been deemed 
the envy of all the powers of Europe, 
and the only one that could poffibly 
exift, at this ara of the world, with 
WE 4 any 
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any fhadow of liberty to an Englifh- 
man. That a republican fpirit, totally 
unconftitutional, had inflamed the 
minds of the diffenters, and had urged 
them to infeft the government with 
their imaginary complaints, and to 
plague their fovereign with the moft 
indecent and ridiculous remonftrances. 
That the violence with which thefe 
liberty-men conducted themfelves in. 
their attacks upon government proved 
the freedom of their country, even 
unto licentioufnefs. That the perfons 
of the ringleaders, together with their 
claims, were already finking into obli- 
vion, ‘Phat the clamours throughout 
the kingdom, at that timé, was nota 
geneyal murmuring of the people 


_again{t 
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againft any real encroachments of their 
fovereign upon their rights and privi- 
leges, but a tumult occafioned by the 
machinations of a particular faction, 
and a frenfy which frequently feizes 
the warm and unwary, who are mifled | 
and inflamed by a party. That the 
idea of Wilkes and Liberty was now. 
become contemptible; and that the 
former ftaunch friends to the caufe, 
the Mod, had entirely given up the 
affair. That, in fhort, it was a bub- 
ble which had burft, and had left no 
traces of its exiftence behind, except 
the republican fpirit of the diffenters, 
which gave rife to it, and which ftill 
threatened much difturbance to the 
ftate, unlefs it could be extinguifhed 

by 
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by the moft active and determined 
exertion of the laws, and the reciprocal 
rights and privileges of the king, his 


parliament, and his people. 


Inflatus had no fooner catched him- 
felf in error, but he began to fulpect 
every thing in which he had been 
. formerly engaged as the effects of 
folly, fury, and the groffeft mifhap- 
prehenfion. He pondered over the 
nature of that republican fpirit of the 
diffenters, which had blown up the 
preceding troubles, and what it was 
likely to end in, fhould it prevail over 
the conftitution; and he found, alas! 
upon the moft rational inferences, 
drawn from former times, and the 

prefent 


Dad 
prefent pofture of affairs, that it 
would prove a tyranny more dreadful 
than the moft abfolute monarchy upon 
earth. 


Thefe reflections funk deep into: 
the heart of Inflatus , and the thought 
of his having unwarily been fo active 
an abettor of fuch a gloomy and 
terrible faction, on the firft breaking 
out with fuch violence, ftung him to 
the very foul. Being of a fanguine 
difpofition, upon. all occafions, he fell 
into a raging defpondency, which 
preyed upon his health, and rendered 
it neceffary for him to retire into the 
country, and to court fome frefh. 
purfuits which might exercife the 
3 activity 


[ 172 ] 
activity of his fpirit, and obliterate 
the traces of his paft adventures by 


the prefent. 


He retreated to Stratford upon Avon, 
and found much relief in the enjoy- 
ments of the rural life, for which, as 
may be feen at the beginning of this 
chapter, he had a furious appetite. 
The inimitable Shakefpeare, as it s 
might be expected in one fo warm 
and whimfical, foon became an object 
of great concern to IJnflatus, and 
afforded a rich fund for his enthufiaftic 
turn of mind to feaft upon. His 
former exploits, together with all the 
powers of his foul, were immediately 
abforbed in the contemplation of the 

glorious 


Lee 
glorious bard. The latent fire of his 
fancy burft into a fecond flame more 
vivid than the frit, and he became 
the companion of his demi-god, faw, 
and converfed with him upon fairy 
land, purfued him through all his 
flights, and wrote down the moft 
extravagant fcenes, of the moft enthu- 
fiaftic; if not the moft. difordered, 


imagination. 


Before we clofe the hiftory of this 
extraordinary gentleman, we will pre- 
fent the reader with the following 


fpecimen of his ftrange turn of mind, 


+ which was written by himfelf, and 


found in a room, called the Tempett, 
at Mr. Payton’s. 
Cre. 
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Capea OR awe. 


REVERIES of INFLATUS. - 


Near the dufk of the evening 
‘on a certain day, I retired to the 
monument of Shakefpeare. The door 
of the church being unbarred, and 
the attendant difmiffed, I had leifure 
to pay my adorations, undifturbed, to 
the idol of my affections. I advanced 
with flow and timorous foot{teps to 
the buft of my god. I proftrated 
myfelf before the reprefentation of 
my deity, and thought that it fmiled 
-beneficently upon me, Itook courage _ 
at 3 
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at the aufpicious event. -T rofe to kifs 
the clay-cold lips of the animated 
ficure, and felt, or feemed to feel, a 
olow of heat emerge from the cavity _ 
within its bofom. Excited by this 
ftroke of ood fortune, I gave loofe 
to the impetuofity of my feelings. I 
called to mind the amazing imagery 
of the works of Shakefpeare. I 
felt myfelf infpired with the glowing 
tran{ports of meditation. The intem- 
perance and vivacity of my ideas burft 
through the bounds of rationality, 
and tombs, and dreary walls, and 
pews, and aifles, gothic arches, and 
gloomy, death-like apparitions, were 
: diffipated in a moment. The vaulted 
_ roof gave way at once, like a flimfy 
| viftonary 
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vifionary ftructure. The mouldering ’ 
pillars inftantaneoufly diffolved, as the 
dreams of a diftempered fancy. The. 
dark and folemn evening affumed the 
brilliancy of the brighteft day, and 
all around me appeared in one con- 


tinued glare of never-fading glory. 


All that was earthly about me, fave 
my form, and moft exalted feelings, 
cave way to the fublime and wonder- 
ful. change. My eyes penetrated 
infinite fpace felf lighted and adorned. 
My body loft its weight and languor, 
and fprung at will through ethereal 
{cenery. My feet preffed upon fub- 
limated air, and, in elattic bounds, 


conveyed me, exulting, light as the 
vifionary 


Bea. | 
vifionary phantom, but vigorous as 


the god of war. 


Giddy with excefs of tranfport at the 
fudden releafe from the dull, drowfy 
ftupor of mortality, I ftopped to 
furvey the aftonithing objects of thefe 
enlightened realms, and to confider 
the nature of my exploit with fome 
deeree of precifion. I obferved, at a 
diftance beneath me, ‘a light and 
wreathed vapour, refembling a fleecy 
cloud, tinged and° decorated with 
gold, and which feemed to be felf- 
buoyed and fupported. Upon it I 
perceived an ethereal fofa, embofied 
and ornamented with trappings of the 
richeft hue and contexture. As this 

Fou. 4. iy --pheno- 


fe ire 


* phenomenon feemed to offer itfelf as 


the feat of Contemplation, I moved 
in graceful circles, like the defcending 


eagle, and gently lit upon the couch. 


Innumerable retreats of the fame 


contexture of that on which I had. 
reclined, decorated in various mag- 


nitudes the vaft expanfe. Some in , 


fprightly, mantling mazes fcreened the 
_ obyeéts within ; while others, fafhioned 
by the pencil of fancy, expofed to 
view the faireft forms—mott heavenly ! 
moft delightful! 


~ 


‘Thefe angelic groups appeared fo. 


exalted and refined, that they were 


funerior to the portraits of the gods 
" » and 


| if age-3 
-and goddefles, and equal to the moft 
lively reprefentations of angels and 
minifters of Heaven. They were 
-compofed of male and female, and 
enrobed in fuch loofe and flowing 
attire, but with fuch dignity and 
~referve, that the exact bounds between 
the moft bewitching and luxurious 
incentives, and the modeft array of 
decorum and delicacy, were minutely 
preferved. They produced an animated 
f{cenery of the loves and the graces, 
actuated by the moft vigorous difplay 
of the lufcious powers, and corrected 


by the modeft fimilitude of virgin 


purity. 


N 2 Far 
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Far as the mortal eye could 
penetrate, and lofty as the idea of 
Olympus, I obferved an afcending 
feries of wreathed edifices, afpiring in 
magnificent perfpective, towering each 
above each, in regular progreffion 
from the feat on which I reclined,’ 
until it reached a mighty pavilion, 


great as the throne of Jupiter. 


The regular difplay of light which 
illumined the boundlefs circumference 
_ was chequered by the glowing con- 
traft of colouring which enriched the 
whole of this blazing feries of ftruc- 
ture, | 


Mere 


On the mighty pavilion was feated 
the glorious Shakefpeare, in attitude 
conveying abfolute command, and 
with eyes piercing as the god of day. 
He feemed to pervade all fpace, and 
to have raifed, by the magic of his 
powers, fince their releafe from the 
fhackles of mortality, this ethereal 


uiniverfe, 


On either fide, and immediately 
below him, were the emblems of his 
earthly exploits. The genii encircled 
his brows. Fancy, more elevated, in 
playful, fmiling impatience, courted 
his behefts. Upon his right ftood 
Grief, ftrugeling with her mighty 

Weg woes, 
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woes, and, in filent forrow, rending 
the heart of Pity; who, with ftreaming 
eyes and throbbing breafts, bewailed 
her. wretched mother. On his left 
reclined the laughing, leering dame, 
beckoning, with dimpled cheek and 
mimic arched brow, the frolic {port 
and keen fatyric ftroke. Ona fpacious 
amphitheatre which defcended in a 
large curve from each fide of the 
throne, were difplayed, in ftrikine 
attitude, the principal charaéters as 
drawn by the matchlefs bard during 


his refidence upon earth. 


The fplendid feries of ftructure 
which afcended, far as the mortal eye 
could pierce, in magnificent perfpec- 

tive, 
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tive, from the feat on which I reclined 
until it reached the throne of Shake- 
‘ fpeare, was crouded with the votaries 
of the glorious god, who paid their 
adorations to his bounlefs {way with 
the moft lively, liberal, and ferene 
devotion. | Love beamed from the 
eyes of the angelic forms, while they 
gazed at their mighty fupreme: rap- 
ture and dignity were marked upon 
their deportment, while their hearts 
bounded towards the fummit of their 
blifs: feraphic accents breathed from 
their impaffioned breafts, while a 
fublime ftream of mufic, in manner 
like the undulation of the ocean, but 
fweét as the harmony of the fpheres, 


waved through an infinity of fpace, 
| N 4 filled. 


eee 
filled an immenfity of circumference, 
and charmed alike the far-extending 
regions; while a glorious peal, like 
the folemn found of thunder, enriched 
the ethereal chorus, and difplayed the 


god in all the terror of his genius! 


CHAP. 


5 Me eee 


OR A Re 
DeaTH of EINFLATUS. 


INFLATUS, after having amufed 
himfelf for a confiderable time with 
his adorable Shakefpeare, and given 
many proofs, like the preceding, of 
his violent attachment to the memory 
_ of the bard, and the flighty turn of » 
his difpofition, happened to caft his 
thoughts once more upon the fituation 
of public affairs and the prevailing 
politics of the times. — 
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He found, upon the fatal furvey, 
that the Colonies had rebelled againft 
the Mother Country ; and, what was 
worfe, that the republican fpirit of 
the diffenters on this fide of the waters 
had contributed exceedingly towards 
the calamity. Struck with the direful 
confequences of this rupture, which 
were magnified, by the vivacity of his 
ideas, into a peftilence of the moft . 
enormous fize, he flew up to town 
with a velocity almoft equal to his 
conceptions, and entered his proteft 
in all companies againft the wicked 
machinations of the patriots. 


He 


[ 187 ] 


He difclaimed, with.exceffive vio- 
lence, all knowledge of their princi- 
ples, while he was fo active an abettor. 
of their caufe; and urged them, as they 
were Enolifhmen, to with-hold their 
encouragement from America, to join 
in the caufe of their king and country, 
and to repair the breach which they 
had been inftrumental in making in 
the harmony of the Britifh empire, 
by the moft aétive exertion of their 
powers. in fupport of their native 
land. He declared that as they were 
Britons, it was the moft abominable 
apoitacy in them to endeavour to 
agerandize America at the expence of 


Old England, and to nurture up @ 
twig 


[ Aaa: 
twig to over-fhadow and deftroy the 
tree. That it was againit the laws of 
nature in them, °as members of the 
community, to fuffer themfelves to be 
dictated to by a branch of it. That 
all ties of confanguinity were at end 
when a colony begins to difpute the 
authority of the parent flate, and that 
the very next ftep from difobedience 


was the actual ftruggle for fuperiority. 


Finding thefe allegations verified 
to a tittle in the conduét of the 
Americans, and that the pfeudo- 
‘patriots, loft to all the glorious fenfa- 
tions which arilfe from a real love to 
one’s country, exerted every nerve in 
order to leflen the dignity of England, 

‘ to 
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to exalt America, to traduce and render 
contemptible the powers of the ftate, 
to throw an odium upon every attempt 
to quell the rebellion, to bias their 
countrymen to renounce thofe feelings 
natural to them. as Bricons, to teach 
‘them, patiently, to fubmit to the 
arrogant claims of an overgrown 
community of emigrants, and, out 
of the {weetnefs of their difpofitions, 
and their ftrict adherence to the pure 
Apirit of liberty, to let the Americans, 
unmolefted, do e’en what they had a 
mind, to leave them .to their. own 
determinations, and, above all, to be 
thankful that they would fuffer us to 
exift, and now and then help us in 


our diftrefs, - 


Perceiving 


[ #90 ] 
xe 

Perceiving thefe things, ‘and much — 
more to the fame purport, were the 
prefent objects of patriotifm, and that 
it was impoffible to turn the hearts of 
renegades, and men who had fold 
their country, J#fatus curfed his for- 
mer friends and coadjutors, as a moft 
abominable breed of mongrels, and 
immediately fet off on a tour through 
the kingdom, for the purpofe of 
preaching up the Roman fpirit of 
patriotifm to his countrymen, and to 
engage them in the caufe of their 
native land againft the rebellious 
Americans, but more efpecially againit 
the artful and mifchievous arguments 


«with which the diffenters endeavoured 
ito 


[ 1 4 
to poifon the minds of the. people, 
and to draw-them into the commiffion 
of the bafeft. of all crimes—that of | 
treating their country with derifion 


and contempt. 


Reverence thyfelf as a man, faid 
Inflatus, and, as a member of the -, 


community, reverence thy country. 


In the great metropolis of the Britifh 
empire characters are fo blended and 
“intermixed, that it is a difficulty for 
the niceft. fpeculator to diftinguifh 
the perfuafions and principles of each 
individual fo as to form a juft eftimate 
of the different factions in the king- 
dom; but in.a tour through the 
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country, and in» mixing with the 
inhabitants of the various towns and 
hamlets in his majefty’s dominions, 
where each perfon, his family, and 
connections are known to every body, 
it is the eafieft thing in nature to 


trace this matter to its fource. 


Inflatus, while he was in London, 
perceived a faction which exerted 
itfelf moft violently againft the fate, 
and in favour of America, and that a 
republican fpirit was vifible in the 
writings of the diffenters; but he 
never could bring this republican. 
{pirit, as a charge againft the whole 
body, to a flagrant proof, until he 
traverfed the country, remarked the 


character 
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character of each individual with 
refpect to his religious and political 
principles, and found that the Pref- 
byterians in general efpoufed the caufe 
of America, fpoke upon all occafions 
moft contemptuoufly of England, and 
appeared, as far as appearances could 
poflibly carry conviction, a collected 
body, determined in their views, and. 
the avowed enemies to that govern- 
ment under which they derived their 


protection. 


He found that the people at large 
perceived thefestruths in fuch glaring 
colours, that there was not a church- 
man in the kingdom, except a few 
over-heated blockheads, whofe minds 

Meg, Ee. O. had 
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had been poifoned by the pernicious 
reafonings of the fectaries upon civil 
liberty, and fo forth, but would fwear 
to the facts, and bring his whole parifh 
in proof of the charge. That: he 
would marihal the inhabitants of any 
town in the country againft each other | 
in a political difpute, and the Prefby- 
terians fhould be ai/ of one mind—the 
friends to America and the enemies of 


government. 


From thefe circumftances, which 
indeed are too well known throughout 
the land to require any farther diicuf- 
fion, Juflatus was convinced that he 
had been, in his former exploits, an 
engine in the hands of a Prefbyterian 

faction, 


Loe 
faction, that it was now too late to 
think of turning the hearts of repub- 
licans, and that it muft be left to the 
vigour of government to determine 
the dreadful difpute between the 
Colonies and the Mother Country, 
and thofe of the diffenters and their 


fublimated notions of civil liberty. 


Inflatus poffefled a warm heart, as 
well as’ an enthufiaftic fancy. He 
loved his country with a fondnefs 
which bordered upon dotage ; and was. 
an enemy to the minifters, in his firtt 
political manceuvres, becaufe he had 
been made to believe they were foes : 
to the welfare of the land. Time; 
and the fate of the patriots, convinced 

Oz him 
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him of his error; and that the king 
and his miniiters only endeavoured to 
fupport the rights and privileges of 
the conftitution, in all its branches, 
againfit the repeated attacks of a 
turbulent faction within -the realm, 
and their confequence,. the revolt of 


America. 


As he was always ready im tracing. 
eonfequences,, and apt in the multi- 
plication of effects, he eafily forefaw 
that unlefs the prefent licentious. 
humour of the diffenters, together 
with the rebellion of the Americans,. | 
were nipped in the bud, the congeni- 
ality of the religious principles of the 
Prefbyterians of England,. with thole 

of 
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of the inhabitants in general upon the 
continent of America, would naturally 
draw on a coalition of political interefts- 
between them; and that both would, 
in the end, join in one grand attempt 
to overturn the hierarchy, to deftroy 
princely government, and to advance 
democracy and the meeting upon. the 


_ ruins of wenarchy and the church. 


Thefe confiderations preffed fo clofely 
upon the imagination of Inflatus, that 
he grew frantic in his deportment, 
confufed in his ideas, difordered in 
his fenfes, ‘and diftempered in his. 
frame. He never could overcome the 
difgraceful circumftance, as he termed 
it, of his having been the dupe of a 

faction, 
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fa&tion, notwithftanding it was urged 
to him; that many others; as. well as 
himfelf, were in the fame predicament. 
The thovght of his having been fo 
active an abettor of the malecontents, 
preyed upon him like a. peftilence, 
and threw him into the meft violent 
fits of diftraction. The dreadful con- 
fequences which muft enfue from a 
faction within the very bowels of 
his country, from its Giving every 
encouragement to the Colonies to 
rebel, and from its fupport and jufti- 
fication of the rebellion when becun, - 
ftung the loft and bewildered Inflatus 
to the Quick. Horror feized him on 
all fides. His enthufiaftie turn of 
mind which had ufed to prefent to 
LG him 


E996. | 
him fo many delightful fcenes, only 
ferved at this time to fill his imagina- 
tion with the moft fhocking {peétacles. 
He faw his country torn to pieces 
by contending powers. He faw the 
Americans, aided and encouraged by 
the Prefbyterians, ride oe 
over the powers of the itate, and, 
one compatt body, trampling bik 
the conititution of England. He faw 
himfelf at the head of the ftorm, like 
an evil fpirit, brandifhing the direful 
fcorpions, and leading forth anarchy 
and confufion o’er the land. He 
could not bear the picture of his 
own fancy, nor the idea of his pat 
offences. He fell into a dreadful 
paroxyfi of frenfy. A kindly fit, the 


natural 


[ eon” 


natural attendant upon nerves under 
fuch continual agitation, wafted him 
to the regions of eternity ; where peace 
be to his foul, for he met with none 
in this world. 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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REMARKABLE Dexicacy of the 
Times. | 
4 i HE refinements in letters and in 
tafte feem to. advance in proportion 
as a people decline in their morals, 
and in every quality that ennobles the 


human heart. 
é 


j 


If we compare the manners of the 
‘peerlefs inhabitants of this country 
VoL, TI, - B % to 
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to their notions of decorum, a dreadful 


incongruity will be the confequence. 


To bring this matter to a criterion, 
_ by which we can judge of it without 
prolixity or lofs of time, we will 
immediately advert to: the extreme 
delicacy of the people of this age 
refpecting our theatrical exhibitions. 


The nicety of the feelings of the 
audience is carried to fuch an extra- 
vagant length on all thefe occafions, 
-- that one would think it would put. a 
{top to the propagation of the fpecies, 
and that the fexes could not poffibly 
be fo indecent as to go to bed together, 


if the pofition was not entirely over- 
balanced 


t 735 
‘balanced on the other fide of the 
queftion; and that it might as reafon- 
ably be expected procreation would be 
fupprefied by their actual debaucheries. 


It is laughable to fee a polite 
audience damn a poor devil of an 
author and his play for a trifling 
portion of indelicacy, which for the 
foul of him he could not help, when, 
-at the fame time, the hiftory of 
-gallantry never furnifhed matter of 
fach aftonifhing lewdnefs as the tranf- 


actions of the prefent aera, 


Our good grandmothers would fit 
at one of Wycherley’s plays, and 
laugh at his wit and his bawdy until 
Le aes their 


ia eae 
their fides fhook, and yet they were 
_not half fo remarkable for making 
cuckolds of their hufbands as the 
‘polifhed females of thefe times, with 
whom the moft trifling innuendo paffes 
under the cenfure of vulgarity, and, 
on that account, is more inadmimible | 
than the aétnal commiffion of the | 


moit lamentable of crimes, 


Our forefathers would chuckle at 
‘a lafcivious conceit, but fhudder at 
the idea of carrying it into execution, — 
while their poli/bed progeny pretend 
to be fhocked at the moft trifling 
indecency, but make a proftitute a 


_ neceffary appendage to their. retinue. 


Theted 


Thefe inconfiftencies of character, 
which muft daily occur to every man 
in his obfervations upon the manners 
of the -prefent times, can only be 
folved into fomething like an cld 
adage—that we are grown too indecent. 
in our actions to bear with the leaft 
femblance of them in the works of 


authors. 


Hence we have fentimental plays, 
without fenfe. or character; novels 
inapplicable to the manners of the 
age, and, in all other productions of 
amufement, except where individuals 
are attacked, fo prolific aré we in our 
ideas of chaftity, that nothing which 

B 3 be 


oe at 


is marked with the exact likenefs of: 


our purfuits will be fuffered. 


This peft of refinement, under the 


article of delicacy, will not admit of 
plain truths, exhibited in the indignant 
ftyle of a fatirift who feels what. he 


writes, and who utters the genuine- 


fentiments of his heart. We mutt be- 


tickled with our crimes; and every. 


error of our lives mult be touched 


with the pleafantry of a joke, and in 
fuch. a manner as to prompt us to. 


laugh at our faults, and to make us. 


in love with the moft inexcufable of 
our tranfactions.. Fhe rod of fatire 
muft be tipt with velvet, fo that the 


ftrokes fhall be foft and captivating, 
and 


: 
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and that the culprit, as well as the 
obferver, fhall be charmed with the 


flagellation. 


Our poetry muft be conveyed in a 
eingle of terms, fmooth, harmonious, 
and {fweet, while the fatire muft be 
overwhelmed in a cloud of metaphors, 
and the moral require great pains and 


judgment in the reader to find it out. - 


In this chicanery of writing confifts: 
the beauty of ftyle, as exhibited 
according to the rules of refinement, 


and thofe eftablifhed forms which. 


meet with general approbation. 


B 4 Our 


Our profe muft run in a regular 
ftream of delightful periods. No 
offenfive or boifterous terms, however 
neceflary, muft be admitted to deform 
the graceful tide. The defcription of 
a ftorm muft, therefore, appear like 
an April fhower; and the roaring of 
a flood as the murmuring of the 
gurgling rill. A bloody battlé muft 
Juil you into a delightful repofe ; and 
an earthquake rock you to fleep. The 
rattling of the elements muit feem 
like the harmony of the fpheres; and 
univerfal chaos as the difplay of order 
and regularity. A fault in grammar, 
or an inadvertency of expreffion, muit 
be confidered as:a greater difgrace to 

a work: 


Pa 
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a work than a feeblenefs of thought, 
or a poverty of ideas; and the whole 
merit of a piece muft be concentred 


in itS CORRECTNESS. 


Thus our refinements in letters, 
and in tafte, abforb all the ftriking 
powers and energy of language. 

The fhackles with which this pefti- 
lence of refinement bind the powers 
of the mind, and the rules which are 
multiplied, ad infinitum, and which 
contract the efforts of genius within 
fuch narrow and: contemptible limits, 
are, no doubt, the caufe of the pre- 
fent dearth of originality among’ the 
numerous produétions of all kinds 


_ which are offered to the public. 


In law cafes, whenever any thing 
which carries the appearance of novelty 
arifes, great pains are taken by the 
learned judges to find out precedents ; 
and if the fearch fail them, they are 
all in the dark, and cannot tell what 
to make of the matter. This refpect 
to precedents has the fame effect on 
letters; for when any thing new, or 
out of the common track, makes its 
appearance in the world, the records 
are immediately fearched, the ancients 
and moft refpectable moderns are 
vanfacked, and, if no authority can 
be gained by the inquiry, the author 
and his book are, of courfe, reprobated 
as a couple of illegitimates, and very 

oravely 
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eravely configned: to the fhades of 


oblivion, 


Hence we have fuch a: multiplicity: 
of performances fo perfectly in the 
fame ftrain, that, bating the difference: 
of ability in the different writers of. 
them, there is-not the-leatt olimmering. 
of novelty in the whole. The tyranny. 
of precept and example has fuch a. 
dreadful effect upon all adventurers. 
in the manner and ftyle of their 
produations, and they do fo minutely: — 
copy each other in thefe refpedts, that 
the perufal of a page or two of any: 
one of them fixes your attention in: 
the purfuit of an old ftory, and affords. 
you not the leaft expectation of any: 

thing. 
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thing but what you have read of a 


thoufand times before. 


We are not content with fcourging 
to death every wicked wight who’ 
{tarts up and ftrives to outleap the 
bounds which we have fixed, by our 
glorious rules of refinement, for the 
meafure of his flight, but we muft 
fall foul of the godlike Shakefpeare, 
and rob him of the greateft of his 


treafures. 


Thofe numerous and genuine pictures 
of nature, which he has given us in 
his portraits of the common people, 
muft be expunged from his works, 


becaufe they are rude and indecent; 
| and 


Core 
and the grave-diggers in Hamlet muft 
be banifhed the ftage, as a couple of 
vulgar dogs, unfit to appear before a 
polite audience, notwithftanding their 
quaint jokes and rude manners prefent 
an exact picture of low life, and the 
_fcene itfelf one of the moft bewitching 
fpecimens of morality that ever was 


wrought by the human intelleé. 


That the real fon of Shakefpeare, 
who, with his magic powers of repre- 
fentation, has exhibited the mighty 
bard to the world in all the glory 
of his genius, fhould pander to the 
enfeebled tafte of the times, and banifh 
Yorick’s fkull, and the inimitable. 
reflections of the young prince upon 


it, 


t 
it, from’a Britifh theatre, is truly 
damentable, and mutt have been 
-occafioned by an inadvertent freak of 
his fancy, catched from the poverty 
-of the prefent tafte, and a forgetful- 
nefs of that reverence which was due 
to the fuperior judgment of the great 
author to whom he owed the fulneds 


-of his fame. 


CHAP. 
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Exquisite Luxury of the Acer. 


Ta E luxury of former times, we 
are told, confifted in hofpitality. 
When roaft beef, plumb pudding, 
and a hearty welcome was the mode, » 
no refinements took place of rationa- 
lity. No ceremony perched at the 
feftive board, embaraffing the gueft 
_ with its meagre formalities. No rules 
of decorum plunged the vifiter under 
_ a load of reftraint, and rendered him 
unhappy in the midft of plenty. No 
tyranny of precedence durft invade 

the 
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the eafe and comfort of fociety, nor 
obtrude its baleful influence upon 
the pleafures of the banquet. Love 
beamed from the eyes of the chearful 
nymphs, irradiating all around, and 
giving the heart-felt zeit to the jocund 

fcene.. Pleafure prompt the jolly 
7 fwains, and urged them to merry feats 
and active deeds. All was rapture, 
extacy, and delight.. Mirth and good 
humour fpread their downy wings 
ever the treat, and reciprocal bonds 
of friendfhip fprung from the revel- 
rout. The light-footed laffes led up 
the fprightly dance, and the enamoured 
youths tripped to the pipe and tabor. 
The {pacious hall echoed to the lively 
ftrains, and redoubled the notes of 


merry 


eee ce 
‘merry exultation ; while the aged fires 
were engaged in recollective garrulous 
recitals, and tales of former times. 
beguiled the fleeting hours. They 
marked the lufty fwains and lovely 
nymphs, and quafied to the weil- 
remembered tran{ports of the connu- 
bial bed. They bleffed the rifing 
generation, and faw, with raptures 
ineffable, a future progeny {pring 


from their former joys. 


Thus innocence and nature, gaiety, 
delights, and tranfports, unknown to 
our dull feafts, tempered and enlivened 
the luxurious banquet; while Virtue, 
like an adamantine rock, ftood before 
each guilty thought, and every vicious 
action. 


UN @i IE: C | Such 


Such were the manners of ancient 
hofpitality, and fuch the luxury of 
former times, as fages tell, as poets 
fing, and hiftory records. 

Before we endeavour to ceive the 
contraft to the foregoing traits of the 
 Juxury of former times, as it is exhibit- 
ed in the manners of the prefent zra, 
we cannot let flip this opportunity of 
intimating to the Reader the perverfe- 
nefs and impetuofity of our imagina- 
tion, which, contrary to all the 
eftablithed rules of diction, will, every 
now and then, when the fubject of our 
contemplation fills our intellect with 
gay-or violent ideas, rife upon ftilts, 

and 


sand produce in our ftyle a medley of 
neither profe nor verfé, fo that it 
nay appear to the refined f{peculator 
unwarrantable, lawlefs, and confufed. 
All that we have to urge in our defence 
is, that if the loofe and disjointed 
thoughts, thus incoherently produced, 
fill the mind of the pervfer with a 
lively difplay of our fubje&t, wé mutt 
leave him fo cavil at the means by 
which hé acquired it; and reft ourfelf 
fatisfied that more propriety of ftyle, 
and correctnefs of manner, might not 
-anfwer the end and purport of our 
defcriptions fo perfectly as our fudden 
and variegated flights, and that not- 
-withitanding the fpecified incongruities 
in our language may be reprobated 
Lo 3 by 
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by the advocates for regularity, we 
hope they will prefent our portraits to 
the beft advantage, and in the moft 


{triking attitudes of reprefentation. 


In thefe bleffed days the pleafures 
of the banquet are confined within. 
fuch miferable rules of decorum, that 
the mind, inftead of giving loofe to 
the joys of life, and to that hilarity 
which fhould naturally arife from the 
poffeffion of plenty, finds itfelf borne 
down and depreffed by a load of 
ceremony and conftraint, which con- 
tracts the human heart, and deftroys 
the very effence of convivial fcenes 


and all the focial powers. 


To a man not initiated in the mode 
of enjoying the good things of this 
world, as. it is practifed by the polite 
and luxurious, and who, ee 
would wifh to follow the dictates of 
nature, nothing can poffibly be more 


dreadful than the idea of a featt. 


As we would not mean to deal in 
paradoxes, we will reft this obfervation 
upon the fuffrage of a great majority 
of our countrymen, who, we are well 
apprifed, will join with us im the 
complaint, and confider the participa- 
tion of the banquet, as it is generally 
conducted amoneft the fublime affem- 
blies of the fafhionable world, as a 
terrible misfortune. 

C 2 In 


In order to illuftrate the fubje& of 
our prefent lucubrations, fuppofe we 
conduct an honeft gentleman, to whom 
the cuftoms of the great world are’ 
unknown, and who,.at the fame 
time, poffeffes a difpofition perfectly 
in unmifon with the comforts that. 
{pring from a plentiful table, and the 
pleafures which naturally arife in 
confequence of it, through a regular 
fcenery of that parade which prefides. 
at the luxurious board of a man of. 


fafhion. 


The man of nature is invited to 
dine with the mam of fafhion. He 
arrives at the gates of the decorated 

manfion. 
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~manfion. He fpeculates the gay lawn 
in front of the houfe; and wifhes to 
enjoy the winding walks of the adja- 
cent fhrubbery. He contemplates the 
far-extended woods, and wants to 
partake of their fhades and cool 
receffes. Nature in thefe enlivening | 
fcenes offers her ftore of delights, 
and anticipates in the mind of her’ 
fon, an affemblage of her charms 
which he fancies will be difplayed in’ 


the approaching feftival. 


With thele gay-boding expeations, 
and with a heart as light as a feather, 
he advances to the front of the hall, 
and expects to meet his hoft and the 
family, with pleafure and efteem in 

GA their 
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their countenances, congratulating” 
themfelves upon the honour of his 
vifit, and the happinefs of his com- 
“pant /* tine’ Hinds himfelf miftaken. 
He thinks it very odd; but is well 


affured that fome crofs accident has 


_. prevented the matter. He fteps up, 


pondering, and confidering, until he 
reaches the entrance of the fpacious 
manfion. He wonders the family did 
not fee him all this time, and is 
aftonifhed at the behaviour of the 
fervants, who crofs the court and paf- 
fages without noticing him in the 
leaft degree, except now and then, 
with a cafual look afkance, intimating 
curiofity and contempt. With a mix- 
ture of difmay and indignation, and 


a flight 


[ea 
a flight reflection or two upon the 
dreadful contraft between the recep- 
tion he gives his own friends, and 
his prefent fituation as a vifiter, he 
adventures to.call aloud for the mafter 
of the houfe, and to announce the 


eccafion of his being there, 


This very neceflary bufinefs being. 
executed, he has: the mortification to 
find that it ferves only to increafe his 
embarraffment; and that the fervants, 
inftead of running, neck and heels, 
for their mafter and miftrefs,. as he 
expected they would do, very gravely. 
demand his name,, and, without the 
deaft feeming hurry or confufion in 
their deportment, leave him to his 
own contemplations. 


5 a: ad 
After waiting for a confiderable 
time in the higheft perturbation of 
fpirits, a gay footman returns, and 
with fomewhat more civility in his 
mode of expreffion and addrefs than 
the reft, offers to conduct him to the 


place of his deitination. 


He obeys the fummons without 
hefitation; but is much aitonifhed to 
find, on his entrance into the next 
apartment, a {trapping domeftic, fixed 
like a’ ftatue agaiaft the wall, and 
feemingly meditating upon nothing 
very good or defirable. Upon his 
advancing ftill farther he encounters 
another ill-looking dog, exactly in 

the 


a 

the fame pofition as the former, and 
begins to fufpect that the fervants. 
mean to play fome trick with him. 

Before he can recover from his furprife,, 
he is ufhered into a large affembly of 
powdered fops and emaciated beaus,. 
meagre as the fhrivelled hag, and 

frightful as the midnight fpectre. 

He ftands aghaft, confounded and 
difmayed, and fancies himfelf devoted. 
to fome dreadful calamity; while,. 
with fupercilious politenefs, the very 
reverfe of true urbanity,. he is offered. 
a place in ‘this myfterious temple. 
He takes his feat and wonders where 
1¢ 18, and what is to become of him.. 
Fie cannot perceive the hoft, nor any 
tokens of feftivity. He obferves a 


flrange: 


Case 
ftrange fpecies of falutation pafs from 
figure to figure, without any caufe 
for fo much courtely. He liftens to 
fome intermitting flafhes of converfa- 
tion, but cannot make out any point 
in view, nor devife the mode in which 
they are exprefied. Every object 
appears to him unnatural and con- 
_f{trained, and he lofes, in the con- 
templation of thefe heterogeneous 


animals, the pleafure which the 


examination of the human intellect 


affords. 


He turns his mind to inward cogi- 
tation, and proves to himfelf that 
trees are converfable, that groves are 
eloquent, and that his cattle have 

more 


‘ ~ 
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more meaning in their manner, 
expreffion in their look, and rationality 
in the whole tenour of their conduct, 


than the prefent company. 


Juft as he has determined this 
point, and acquired refolution enough 
to wait the event of things and 
circumitances, the gay mafter of the 
houfe appears, in all the pride of 
_ precedence, and vanity of addrefs ; 
while our hero is fuffocated with 
aftonifhment and indignation, at his 
receiving but one flight fcrape of the 
foot, embellifhed with a grin, and 
that only ata diftance, as a fufficient 
teftimony of a hearty welcome. He 


wifhes himfelf at home, and curfes 
his 


L go J 
his folly for leading him aftray; but 
finds that the more he ftrives to dif- 
engage himfelf from the difficulties 
that furround him, the fafter he is 


bound by the fhackles of conftraint. 


Since things are as they are, and 
he perceives, to his great mortifica- 
tion, that he muft go through with 
‘the fcene, and that there is now no 
receding from the adventure in which 
he had embarked, he wifhes to tranfact 
the bufinefs with fome degree of 
propriety, and ftrives to modulate his 
-deportment to the humour of the 
-company ; ftamping, at the fame time, 
in the inmoft receffes of his heart, a 
‘fixed determination never to fuffer 
himfelf 
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himfelf to be drawn into fuch another 
{crape, fhould the Indies be offered to 
him as a compenfation for the 


facrifice. 


Thefe thoughts and refolutions 
having reconciled, for the prefent, 
eur hero to his fituation, and com- 
pofed, in fome degree, the diforder of 
his mind, he enters into the nature of 
this new ftile of feftivity with a 
better grace, and cuts no contempt- 
ible freure in the circle. He begins 
to fmile at thofe innovations in man- 
ners which at firft made him angry, 
and marks the proereffive fteps to the 
fummum bonum of all things—the 
dinner, with precifion and temper. 

3 He 


f 
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‘He’ makes fuch comparifons between 
the demeanour of the prefent com- 
pany, and that kind of behaviour 
which his own ideas and recollection 
‘offer to him, as might be expected on 
fuch an. occafion, and from fuch a 


vifiter. 


There being no poffibility for a 
man to render himfelf, by his con- 
verfation or talents, re{pectable in 
thefe polifhed affemblies, our hero 
finds himfelf at leafure to make his 


comments undifturbed. 


He refumes his place affectedly, 
and fits in a pfeudo-elegant pofition ; 
‘but is ready to burft with the idea af. 

his 


Ce 

lis new-modulated f figure. He fiifles 
the rifible emotions as well as he can, 
and feels the confeq ue ence which his 
firft attempt gives him in the aflembly,. 
to whom the manuer of doing any 
thing fuperfedes the thing done, and 
eives the greateft importance to the 
moft trifling or ridiculous tranfac- 
tions. He perceives the idea of the 
Graces to have affected the gracelefs, 
and to have produced in the outward 
behaviour of the toft notorious 
debauchees the affectation of delicacy. 
He is ftruck with the effeminate mode 
of addrefs, and liftens to the lifping 
accents.of the company. He finds 
that they have nothing to fay to each 
other; and perceives the attempt 1s 

Vor. II. 1° ae made 
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made only to captivate the fenfes by 
the exquifite polith of their demea-- 
nour. Their vacant. {miles and dim- 
ples, their delightful approaches and 
retreats, their graceful circumfpection 
with refpect both to time and place, 
and the ftrit caution which is 
obferved not to incommode each other 
upon the important bufinefs of paffing 
and repaffing from their feveral feats, 
together with the {weet apologies that 
are made after every miftake of the 
foot or the body, afford our hero a 
rich fund for contemplation, and ri- 
vet him in the farther inveftigation of 
the fcene. 


pr 

“He collects himfelf into the {mall 
scompafs of an individual that has 
nothing’ to do in the fociety but te 
fit ftill, and whofe thoughts are very 
differently engaged to thofe of the 
-company. He acknowledges, in his 
reveries, that the eafe and comfort of: 
“each other, in all parties, efpecially 
of pleafure, fhould be confulted in a 
general and moft extenfive fenfe; and 
that there is.a certain etiquette in the 
performance of the offices of civility, | 
ewhich diftinguifhes. the gentleman 
from the. clown, and which embel- 
lifhes every action of the liberal.and 
fuperior order of the human {pecies ; 
-but he cannot perceive the leaft tokens 
2 of 


L 35,3 
of the accomplifhed gentleman in the 
multiplied and ridiculous formalities 
which operate inthe prefent aflembly, 
and which have plunged him into the 


moft unmerciful {tate of dependence. 


.. Inftead of traverfing the room at 
liberty, he finds himfelf fixed in one 
fpot, and unable to exercife any 
powers, except his thoughts, which 
he might employ with as much free- 


dom ina prifon, 


The conftraint which prevails on 
all fides makes the company appear 
to him like an affembly of devotees, 
entirely at the will of the hoft, and — 
dedicated to the performance of fome 

facred 
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facred ‘rites in honour of his fuperior 
dignity. He finds himfelf - under 
fuch abfolute tyranny of example, 
that to deviate an inch from the moft 
limited line of aGion would draw- 
upon the tranfereffor the moit un- 
bounded cenfure and difeutt. He 
cannot, for the life of him, help 
laughing at his being flationed amongtt 
a fet of decorated es: and is. 
obliged to hide his face and his emo- 
tions, as well-as he’ can, from his 
brethren in captivity, leit-the difco-. 
very fhould end in his cee 
He is ready every minute to burft 
out of the room, and. at al! adven- 
tures to feek for liberty in the fields. 
He begins to grow wretched and - 

EZ de- 


ae 
defpondént, and bemoans the lofs of ” 
thofe joys and comforts which he 
experienced in the fociety of his 


friends. 


Where, fays the man of nature, is 
the good and generous Philotas, and 
his family, that waited with anxiety 
for my arrival at his feaft, and con- 
ducted me, exulting and delighted, to. 
his company? Where are thofe ra- 
tional and benign beings, who received. 
me from the hands of our gracious 
hot with the endearing marks of 
cordiality;. and who ftrove with ge--. 
muine acts of civility to make mé 
happy, and to ineratiate themfelves. 
in my efteem?. Where is. that cafe 


and: 
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and politenefs which, without {eem- 
‘ing to controul the company, kept 
up the neceffary rules of decorum, 
‘and eftablifhed the. fuileft idea of 
‘refpeét, without invading the remotett 
conception of independence? Oh! 
fhocking reverfe, exclaimed the man . 
of nature, I am imprifoned in a 
gaudy manfion amongift a gilded col- 
lection of flaves, weeue the polibility 
of fpeaking one rational fentence, or 
changing my place in the room, but 
at the rifk of being defpifed by the 
molt defpicable of the human fpecies. 

In the. midft of ee. reflections, 
‘and at the time his craving appetite 
is on the brink of inflaming his 


Dig. pafiion, 


ete 
paffion, and urging him to afk fora 
fupply, even at the hazard of being 
condemned as the moft vulgar dog 


that ever was. admitted to the exquilite 


delights of waiting with a fet of fiff 


formalities two hours. beyond the ufual 
period for a dinner,. the alarum-bell 
rings, the geutleman to the gentleman 
appears, notice 1s given that the 
feaft is ready, and the moft ridiculous 
difplay of precedence operates, on 
all hands, in the momentous match 
from the prefent fcene of our hero’s 
lamentations to the luxurious ban- 


queting room; where the feaft and 


nymphs of the houfehold are prepared 


‘for the reception. of the. devoted 


trains. 
On 


“sen 
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On the entrance into the {lately 
apartment, which is executed by each 
individual with a circumfpection that 

borders upon fuperftition, the maa 
of nature 1s aftonifhed to find that 

the lady of the manfion muft have 

-been at home long. before his arrival, 

notwithftanding he had never heard’ 

‘ her mentioned by the company, nor 
perceived any tokens of her exiftence. 
He is ftruck with’ difguft and regret, 

en his attempting to pay her his de- 

voirs with the genuine marks of an 

open heart, to find that fhe very 

_flightly notices his approaches, and 
leaves him to fall into his place in 

conformity to the preceding precife 

and. 
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and nicely-regulated mode of deport- 


ment. 


The lady and the fmirking nymphs 
of, her train, take the head of the 
board, and begin the labour of eat- 
ing, The lord.of the featt is feated 
at the bottom ; and the guefts are 
fixed on each fide. The difhes are 
numerous but undiftinguifhable , and 
not a morfel of plain food is to be 
perceived. The peftilence of cookery 
has expelled the natural juices from 
every piece of meat upon the table, 
and fubftituted in their room the re- 
fined admixture of extraneous and 
unwholefome fauces. The natural 
flavour of every kind of animal fub- 


{tance 
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ffance is totally abforbed by the ftrone 
and poignant relifh of the ftew-pan 
and its ingredients; fo that none but 
acquired and debauched appetites can: 
partake of the feaft. with any degree 
ef fatisfaction. | 


The genuine food of man, in every’ 
branch of it, is contaminated by pre-- 
paration, and there is no difference to. 
. be perceived in the tafte of the different: 
articles upon the table, but that which 
is given them by the cook.. A piece 
_of rotten-mutton,.therefore, will make 
as good a difh, upon the fcheme of 
made difbes,,as the finef& haunch of: 
venifon in the kingdom; and a limb: 
of a cat will do as well for a nicety,. 
| as» 
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as the leo of a rabbit; there being no 
fpecific criterion by which you can 
diftinguifh the. food’ you are eating, fo 
entirely. is it difguifed by preparation 
and pernicious fauces. 


~ 


The man of nature furveys the 
table, but fees no food that feems to 
to be deftined for the human fpecies. 
‘He obferves the company are helped 
in their turn, but cannot make cut 
what it is they are going to devour. 
He ftifles his fuggeftions, until, after 
long waiting and much anxicty, a 
plate of fomething is offered to him 
for his perufal. He turns the con- 
tents of it over and over again, but 
is farther off the inveftigation of the 
matter 


fe 
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matter upon every trial of his fkill. 


He adventures to adminifter a part of 


it to his mouth, and, at all hazards, 


to run the rifk of. being poifoned 


rather than to incommode the ftriéé 


recularity of the feene before him, 


His palate takes the alarm’on his firft 
attempt, and his feelings co-operate 
in the attack. His ftomach revolts 
at the contaminated morfel, and his 
appetite fickens at the profpect. He 
cafts an hopelefs eye about him in 
fearch of the rich firloin, that noble 
emblem of ancient hofpitality, but 
finds, to his utter confafion and dif 
may, the glorious gueft which ufed 
to decorate the head of the table, is 
now banifhed even the fide-board. 
No 


* 
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‘No refources being left him, he 
makes a virtue of neceffity, and, out 
of the numerous articles, all totally 
new and infolvable, which are offered 
to him, he picks, and picks, until he 
thas compleated the arduous tafk of 
eating in ftate, without the fatisfaction 


of gratifying the calls of nature. 


During the long intervals which the 
-different courfes create, he animadverts 
upon the fcene, and calls forth the 
powers of refleGtion to compenfate for 
the total annihilation of every other 
enjoyment, 


L;, Sayed 
He ridicules in his mind the pre- - 


pofterous parade of the entertainment, 


and the unconfcionable length of time 
‘it takes the guefts in the difpatching. : 
of a meal. He perceives nothing but 
a profufion of expence, without one 
falutary difh upon ‘the table. He 
obferves luxury in the moft pernicious 
fenfe of the word, and calculates the 
amount of the treat to an enormous 
fum. He fees an hecatomb of hot - 
and corroding dainties, more coftly 
than as many oxen; and remarks that 
the extravagance of the banquet, in 
: expence alone, is the prevailing object 
with the hoft. He laments, with a- 
falling tear that impends upon his: 
"manly 
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manly cheeky the dreadful effect 
which this refinement in manners mutt 
have upon the future welfare of his 
country, and fighs for the fate of. 


potterity. 


He catts his eyes over the fervants 
that entirely encircle the table, and 
perceives their cloaths to be much. 
more coftly than their mafter’s, and 
that the upper ones, more efpecially, 
have as much the appearance of gen- 
tlemen, not only in their drefs, but in, 


their behaviour, as the company. 


Amidft the many and various paf- 
fions which alternately agitate the 
breaft of our hero, he cannot help. 

' giving 
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‘giving way to the rifible emotions, 
om his noticing the exact confanguinity 
which there appears in the manners 
of the man of fafhion and his gen- 
tleman..; Se. nicely. do. they: teem 
matched, in every refpect, that it 1s 
impoffible to diftinguifh the mafter 
from the man, by any other criterion 
than their different offices at the table. 
So contemptible are the manners of a 
‘gentleman when they are reduced to 
any particular mode, or fafhioned by 
the reigning habits of the times, that 
a fellow without brains or education 
can put on.the character, and wear it 


with as much dignity as.a lord. 
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The man of nature fighs at the 
clofe of his reflections upon this part 
of the fcene, but feels a ray of comfort 
flafh upon his fpirits, as the monftrous 
collection of wafte and extravagance 


is removed from before his eyes. 


The treafures of the garden, and 
the lufcious fruit of the vineyard, 
together with the rich-flavoured juices 
of the pinery, which fupply the place 
of the folids, and decorate, in the 
greateft profufion, the defert, give 
frefh matter of animadverfion to the | 
mind of our hero. 


He 
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‘He partakes of thefe real dainties. 
with a very good grace; and, except 
from. thofe feelings which denote to 
him their pernicious qualities to a 
cconftitution not inured to them, he is. 
‘very well fatisGed with the regale. 
As the glafs begins to. circulate, he 
cives credit to the delicious flavour 
of the wines, but finds they do not 
fit well upon his ftomach;, and. is 
mot at all furprifed at the meager 
appearance of the company, which 
he attributes to their contaminated 
-food, and the ethereal quality of their 
liquor. He longs for a bowl of 
-OGfober to warm his bowels ; but as that 
-old friend to hot itality is banifhed, 
E2 with 
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with his boon companion the frloin, 
from amongft thefe pclithed fons of 
feftivity, he fupplies his place, occa- 
fionally, with a glafs of Madeira, which 
is the only fubftantial fpirit upon the 
table. He begins to wax warm, and 
to chafe from his mind the traces of 
his former vexations. He ogles the 
female figures at the head of the table, 
and thinks of a thoufand things con- 
cerning them; but juft as he fancies 
himfelf to have arrived to the fummit 
of delight in the participation-of their 
fprightly converfe, and the jollity of 
a merry freak, or a jocund dance, 
with all the appurtenances thereunto 
annexed, lo! the lady of the manfion 


rifes, the company take the alarm, 


and 
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epee} 

-and our hoftefs, with her nymphs, 
leave the room in all the ftate and 
formality of a gilded train of puppet, 


wire-conducted queens, 


The man of nature is confounded: 
he makes an effort.to follow them; - 
but finding himfelf wrong, and that 
the men fall immediately into ‘their 
feats, he follows the example, and 
waits the impending manceuvres, 
which appear to. him fo myfterious. 


and unnatural. 


A new fcene of horror takes place 
of the preceding calamities in the 
breaft of our hero. He finds the 
curtain is dropped, the reftraint ts 

By 3 now 
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now at an end, and the company 
difplay their real characters. He per-. 
-ceives himfelf to be amoneft a fet of 
debauchees, who reciprocally difcover 
their difafters in the wars of Venus,. 
and fpeak of the moft voluptuous, 
and monftrous fcenes of life, with an: 
effrontery and indifference fhocking. 
to the moft diftant idea of delicacy 
and decorum. He looks upon them 
as poor creatures who pretend to that 
noble character of the gentleman, 
which is not to be fapported without 
dignity of aétion, and honour of 
‘principle. He is fhocked at the 
meannefs, poverty, and depravity of 
their converfation, and curfes their 
~bafe and unmanly purfuits. He is 
' fortunately 
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fortunately diverted from giving 
immediate tokens of his difguft by 
the entrance of a train of lackies with 
the card-tables; and finds exercife 
enough for the dreadful uproar of his 
pafions in his remarks upon the 


enfuing fcene. . 


All conftraint and conformity is 
entirely over with the man of nature. | 
He ‘has loft ail deference for the man 
of fafhion and his guefts, in the dif- 
eovery of their principles and their 
profligacy. He flatly refufes to play, 
and ftays but to be convinced of 
. their being a fet of pick-pockets and 
gamblers, | 
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The avidity with which the different 
groups feize the weapons of deitruc- 
tion, the monftrous fums which are 
ftaked upon every fhuffle of the cards; 
and the ruin which awaits the unfortu- 
nate at the tables, prefent atten to 


the man of nature truly diftreffing. 


‘He fhudders at the vice and folly of 


_— 


the company, and leaves it, abruptly, 
with the moft glaring marks of his 


indignation and contempt, 


n 
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In former days the card-table was 
never introduced, nor even thought 
of, but at Chriftmas; when it ap- 
peared for a fhort feafon only, and 
ferved as a merry gueft to-enliven the 
hours of feftivity. It fupplied the 
place of the tabor and the dance, and. 
added variety to the fcenes of mirth 
and jocularity. It cave the nymphs 
and the fwains the opportunity of 
-exercifing their talents and temerity 
over the fprightly game of Joo, and 

afforded. 
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afforded the laugh, the gibe, ma the 
jeft, to the jocund circle. The laffes,, 
arch.and demure, knew how to create 
the flufb, and the youths fcrambled 
for the pam which lay concealed 
amongft the petticoats of the fair- 
ones. The fum which was ftaked 
bore no part in the conteft, but joy 
and exultation was the prize; while 
the old bachelors, and the fhrivelled 
tabbies, preferred the fober game of 
whift, and raifed the laughable fquab- 
ble over the lofs of the rubber, and 


the monftrous fum of fixpence. 


As the country grew polite the ’ 
card-table became fafhionable, and, 
occupied a fhare of the fummer amule- 

| ments: 
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‘ments in the polifhed affembly: 


Games of addrefs and dexterity fu- 
perfeded the fimplicity of the old 
ones, and the ftake became the only 
object in view.. Hilarity was banifhed: 
the board of chances, and painful 


anxiety fat brooding. over the fate of 


the game. The fordid paffions took: 


the alarm at the confequence of the 


rifk, and Avarice prefided in the 


circle, 


This innovation in manners, on its: 
firft appearance, gave occafion to fo: 


much cenfure, and proved itfelf fuch: 


an unnatural intruder upon the enter- 


tainments of fociety, that it was> a. 
long time confined to the pleafure- 
parties: 
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parties of the great, and condemned 
by the reft of mankind as a moft per- 


nicious and contemptible enjoyment.. 


Notwithftanding all the oppofition 
which the card-table met with from 
the natural feelings of mankind, as 
the annihilator of converfation, and 
the deftroyer of merryment and jocu- 
‘larity, yet the influence of the hydra 
fofbion overpowered every other con- 
fideration, and it foon became ‘the 
general and moft acceptable gueft in 
all companies of genteel refort. The 
furor of example fpread itfelf like a 
peftilence over the land, the card-table 
fupplied the place of every other 


‘amufement, and with regret and in- 
dignation 


bh 


dignation let me add, that it is at 
leneth arrived to the exalted eminence 
of being the plague and difgrace of 


this country. 


The poor and deteftable attendant 
upon the ancient goffips, and the cold 
and unimpaffioned reptiles of ‘fociety, 
the poverty of whofe talents, and the 
infignificancy of whofe characters, 
could not render them acceptable in 
the fprightly and animated fcenes of 
pleafure, engages, in thefe delightful 
times, the entire attention of the moft. 
exalted of the human race, fullies the 
wreathes with which fame encircles. 
their brows, and plunges them into 


the moft difhonourable courfe of life. . 
The 
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‘The miferable influence of the 
card-table, and the prevalency of 
habit and of example, have at leagth 
excited a new fpecies of magnanimity 
in the opinion of our men of genius. 
To rifk immenfe fums upon the dif- 
play of his vaft abilities at the game 
of piquet or all-fours, or upon the ex- 
quifite difcernment which is neceffary 
to accomplifh the aftonifhing enter- 
prize of producing the beft trump 
before the applauding cirele, is the 
criterion by which the gentleman 
diftinguifhes himfelf from the clown, 
and the mark at which he aims. in 
order to acquire the elorious efteem _ 
of his compeers. i 
The 


Eee] 


The intrepidity of a man of rank- 
and fortune in ftaking the value of * 
his eftate upon the fate of a game of 
cards, or the turn of a die, is fucha 
burlefque upon the valour and dignity 
of the gentleman, that one would 
wonder how it was poffible for fuch 
a pitiful paffion to enter the heart of 
the moft pe aeaias blockhead upon 
earth. 


To, be the dupe of a villanous 
tribe of gamblers and pick-pockets, 
who have had the addrefs to advance 
themfelves into the Le! «vmpanies, and 
the practice of che: nio 2 fepue 
table {cience, is perfettly new in ite 
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nature, and one of thofe refinements 
in polite life for which we are indebted 
to the card table, and which will 
for ever ftand as an indelible fligma. 
upon the towering creft of the man 


of fafhion. 


To fee fuch numerous examples of 
the ruin which attends upon the prac- 
tice of gaming, in the,moft promifing 
of our youth of rank and fortune, 
who pretend to keep up the reputa- 
tion of the gentleman, by purfuits 
which difhonour and contaminate the 
very effence of the character, is truly 
ridiculous ; and demands the coercion 
of the law, and the rigid powers of 
government, to put a ftop to the con- 

tagion, 


{ae 
‘tazion, by the falutary Application of 


the pillory or flagellation, 


Peace be to thofe poor fouls, who, 
ded on by the peftilence of example, 
and the manners of -a filly and. pro- 
fligate generation of coxcombs, have 
see themfelves and families. in 
fupport of this falfe idea of the gen- 
tleman, and in the god-like temerity 
of rifking their thoufands amoneft a 
fet of fharpers: let contempt and _ 
begeary be their reward. We mean 
not to add the dart of fatire to the 
{ting of remorfe, but only to warn 
the unwary by the terror of example; 
and, if that will not avail, to prove, 
by precedents, and the fuffrage of 

Vou, II. I every 
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every man of real honour in the king- 
dom, that gaming, except for trifles 
which bear no weight in the conteft, 
is truly characteriftic of the fordid 
vagabond, who has not one grain of 
the centleman in his compofition ; 
although it has been and ftill may be 
practifed, through the all-powerful 
influence of cuftom, by the moft li. 


beral of mankind, 


Were it not for fuch characters as 


o°, who 


the generous and undefigning, 


have not fuficient ftrength of mind, 
nor magnanimity of independence, to 
withftand the flavifh compliance with 
the ruinous habits of the times, there 
would be ao gulls for the fharks to 


“ 


devour, 


Log 


devour; no fharpers to prey upon the. 


credulity and weaknefs of the nobly 
born and bred; no gamblers to grace 
the délightful affemblage at our water- 
ing places; no crouds of well-drefted 
nobodies that nobody knows to dig- 
nify and adorn.the fafhionable fcenes 
of high life, nor any but gentlemen, 
and men of reputation, to be feen 
at the public ftations of polite and 


general refort. 


As the cafe now ftands, the baths 
aud pleafure parties of the rich and 
Juxurious are the markets for ail 
forts of undertakers and adventurets, 
who flock to thefe feenes-of difipation 
dike hungry beafts ef prey in fearch 
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of whom they may devour. They 
appear as wolves in fheep’s cloathing, 
are careffled and fondled by the | 
admiring circles, fleece at will the 
filly and undifcerning, and compofe 
the moft refpeétable part of thefe 


montftrous and difcordant collections. 


If that which has been frequently. 
urged be true, that men of reputa- 
tion really fall into the practices of 
the neceffitous herd of gamblers, 
who cannot exift by any other means 
than what is termed their wits; and 
that the firft characters in the king- 
_dom are abfolutely as deep proficients 
in the over-reaching chicanery of the 
- {cience as the regular profeffors, and 
make 
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make the fame ufes of their knowledge 
as the meaneft-of the tribe, why then 
we have atruly noble generation of 
nooles, and the Enelsfh gentleman iS. 


a pitiful character. , 


The card-table is now the only re- 
fource for amufement in all affemblies, 
either public or private. Itis entirely 
fyftematical, Every other fpecies of 
entertainment is exploded; and high 
betting, great rifk, and monftrous lofs 
and gain, is’ become characteriftical 
of the Englifh mode of fpending the 


hours of relaxation. 


Hence our public rooms appear 
like fo many collections of decorated ' 


Bog Wr: montiens. 
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moniters, intent and fharp fet upom 
the deftruction of each other. The 
numerous tables which promifcuoufly 
fill the fpacious halls, feem like fo 
many centres of misfortune, and the 
furrounding parties as the eager pur- 
loiners of pelf. The certain and 
indelible, property which every indi- 
vidual enjoys from inheritance, or 
the bleffings of honeft induftry, is 
grafped at with the ferocious talons 
‘of a beait of prey, and feized without 
‘remorfe. -No fprightly joy {prings 
from the various contefts but that 
which is derived from another’s woe, 
and ‘‘ grins. moft horribly a ghaftly 
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The numerous parties at the card- - 
tables which decorate our public _ 
rooms of fafhionable refort, look fo 
much unlike the femblance of mirth 
and good company, that they feem, 
as they really are, different circles of 
enemies who are ftriving, with all 
their finefle and powers, to pick each 
others pockets. Dreadful anxiety 
fits brooding upon the brow of each 
individual: impending lofs or gain 
produces a fhocking difplay of the 
moft fordid of the human paffions, ° 
and exhibits a ftriking contrat’ to the 
pleafures of focial life. 


¢ 


pag ee The 


The terrible effe@ which the card- 
table has. upon the idea of female 
foftnefs and gentlenefs of manners is 
truly lamentable. It abforbs the very 
effence and lovelinefs of the woman, 
and changes the portraits of beauty. 
into the figures of mifchief and artful 


defign.. It gives them the femblance 


of furies, prompt by lucre to fell the | 


birthright of their native innocence 
and fimplicity. The mafculine powers 
‘which are exercifed in the profecution 
of gaming diftort the female ‘face, 
defile the delicacy of the fex, and 
chance the angelic forms ‘of youth 
and. beauty to the likenefs of hags 
and fprights; and produce fuch a 


pta- 
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profligatenefs, and vicious turm in 
their deportment, that borders too 
much upon the proftitution of their 
charms to bear a farther difplay of 


the grievance.. 


So extenfive and forcible is the 
prevalency of example, that the vi- 
cious practice of gaming pervades all 
- ranks and orders of his majefty’s fub- 
jects. Tradefmen and fhopkeepers 
catch: the contagion: they bet their 
fifties with aftonifhing temerity, and 
boaft of their being polite and exceed- 
“ingly clever in the publication of their 
lofies. As thefe fellows know the 
value of money, they ought to be 
fet in the ae upon every tran{- 


sreffion,, 


Pee] 
ereffion, for their folly, impudence,. 


and prefumption. 


The ‘principles of gaming are de- 


rived from the motives of avarice and 


ck. 
ae 


the meaneft of the human paffions. 
The incentives’ for wagering, in any 
manner, concentre in the wifh to de- 
prive another of his money, to reduce 
him to diftrefs, and to exult over his 
loffes and his ruin; to add to the 


crime that of rioting in his fortune, 


by the fate of chance or foul play, . 4 


and to raife a tranfient fource of hap- 


-pinefs upon the mifery of a neigbour. 


The principles of the card-table 
are begearly, illiberal and criminal ; 
beneath 


.. 8 
beneath the chara€ter of the gentleman 
and the man of honour; and meet 
enly for the affociated thieves, and. 
‘profligate plunderers, of fociety—the _ 


GAMBLERS, 


Mean and defpicable 1s the paffion: 
for the card-table, It annihilates: 
every virtue of the human mind, and 
calls forth the moft fordid emotions 
into action. It fixes the keén and 
fharp-fet eye of the villain upon the: 
fortunes of his friend, and hardens.’ 
the heart againft the calamities whiclr. 
it produces, It overturns the claims: 
of equity, and ftamps falfe principles: 
of honour in the breaft of man. Ic 

banithes: 


ore ay 

banifhes all the exquifite feelings 
which dignify our fpesies, and erafes 
foft pity, good-will, and tendernefs, 
from the affections. It imprints. the 
indelible marks of avarice and im- 
pofition upon the countenance of its 
vetaries, and proferibes the blefings 
of confidence from fociety. It ex- 
cites enmity, malice and ftrife amongtit 
the fons and daughters of pleafure,. 
and creates a pick-pocket, gloomy 
war in the hours of feftivity. It is 
productive of nothing but perfidy 
and mifchief, and is carried, in thefe 
unworthy times, to fuch an extra- 
vagant length, that it requires the 
fevereft tokens of wrath and con- 

tempt, 


Lon 
tempt, from the exercife of the 
{courge of law as well as the rod. 
of fatire, to chace the vile peftilence 
from the community. 


CHAP. 


Ais dai) Ae + Po 2 SEX EY, 
“Causzs and Errects of Corruption. 


"Truiy entertaining is the appli- 
cation of the mind in the bufinefs of 
purfuing the regular progrefs of thofe 
refinements which take place in a_ 
community on every advance from 
its obfcurity, until it arrives to the 
fummit of its power and perfection, 
to, that particular crifis which deter- 
mines the boundary of its greatneifs, 
and from whence, as nothing in this 
world continues in a fettled equili-’ 

brium, 
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brium, it declines of courfe until ix 


finks into oblivion and contempt. 


The blazing communities of Greece ~ 
and Rome, which form fuch a con- 
fiderable part of ancient hiftory, are Px 
now extinct; and no traces befides a 

their ftory are to be found of their 
exiftence, except a few fcattered mo- 
numents of their fame which the in-' 
-fatiate thirft of the antiquary produces, 
by ranfacking his brains and the 
bowels of the earth for his proofs. 
Catacombs, amphitheatres, and tem- 

ples lie buried beneath the fpiring 
edifices of the prefent generation, till 
fome happy concuffion of Nature in- 
volves the whole in one general ruin, 

aon 
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‘go the great joy and comfort of the 


adventurous inveftigators of antiquity. 


That Old England has had its be- 
ginning, has advanced through many 
ftorms and tempefts to a ‘fuperior 
degree of eminence, and that it mutt 
fall fome time or other, like its pre- 
decefiors, into the compofition of a 
ancient ballad, to amufe and pafs 
away the time of future generations, 
is’ certain ; all hiftory gives the fanc- : 
tion to the prognoftication, and the 
prefent manners of its inhabitants 
proclaim aloud its impending fate: — 
but whether it is arrived to its crifis 
of power and profperity, to that point 
which muft determine its procefs, and 

2 rem 
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from whence it muft recede and pre- 
cipitate, we will leave to abler cafuifts 
to decide; declaring it as our opinion, 
only, that netwithftanding the pro- 
phefies of a moft difaftrous race of 
ftate-mongers who infeft this country, 
and who are vicious and hardy enough 
to {wear with all their might and main 
that Great Britain is at this moment 
upon the brink of deftruction, and 
that it is impoffible fhe fhould hold 
up her head for the {pace of a month 
to come, yet we do not believe atittle 
of the matter; but are fully fatisfied, 
within our own breaft, that fhe is 
{trong and vigorous; that the era of 
her declenfion is at a great diftance; 
that fhe will bear many fhocks more 


Vou, If. G calamitous 
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calamitous than the war of America 
before fhe feels them; and that we 
are in great hopes the prefent throes 
and itruggles which fhe experiences, 
will ferve only to roufe her profligate 
fons out of that fupinenefs of manners 
which marks their courfe of life, and 
which is the fole grievance that ought 
to engage the attention of patriotifm, 
and the only prefent intimation of the 
future downfal of this nation. 

Thus having traverfed the bounda- 
ries of two enormous empires, fettled 
their rife and declenfion, and all in 
the courfe of a page or two, we will 
advert to the entertaining employ- 
ment, as we termed it in the beginning 

’ OF 


ry 


1 eo 
“of this chapter, of marking the fteps 
by which the refinements in manners - 
advance in proportion as a community 
‘proceeds towards the fummit of its 
¢greatnefs and perfection; and which, . 
as we have moit fagaciouy obferved 
-at the clofe of the laft paragraph, is 
-a matter of the higheft importance to 
the patriots; fince it will exhibit, in 
{pite of all their clamours againtt the 
wickednefs of minifters, who are, 
perhaps, as wicked as themfelves, the 
only direful tokens which at prefent 
denote the approach of our deftruc- 
tion. | 

As to wars, this country has been 
-engaged inthe moft bloody and fatal, 
G 2 time 
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time out of mind; and on occafions 
much more dreadful in appearance 
than the prefent: fhe has rifen from 
her contefts the arbiter of contending 
empires ; and found herfelf recreated, 
happy, and profperous after every the 
moft arduous of her enterprizes. War, 
in a freeborn community of animated 
Britons, has ever been the fource of 
our power, wealth and maenanimity 5 
and can never be the caufe of our 
ruin, unlefs we difpofe of our birth- 
right, by pandering to the effeminate 
and extravagant luxury of the times, 
by battling in the ignoble conflicts 
of the card-table, inftead of charging 
the whole affemblage of all the powers 
upon earth, and by falling into the 


neceflary 
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neceffary confequence of our depravity 
—that of the corruption of our morals, 
the total fubverfion of our veneration 
for ourfelves, and the pufillanimity, 
attendant upon debauched principles, 
abandoned purfuits, and thofe con- 
taminated, illiberal, and degenerated 
maxims which encroach upon the 
mind, on its receding in the leaft 
degree from the genuine principles 


of honour. 


It is allowed on all hands that 
luxury has been the bane of all the 
powerful nations in the world; and 
though there is nothing new in the 
idea, yet the particular ftate of this- 


country demands the exertion of every 
Gog. ok 


individual, fo difpofed, to remind 
the community of that which has 
been the cafe in former times, and. 
which appears to threaten the. like’ 
calamity to ourfelves, from the rapid 
progrefs of our refinements in every 


fpecies of extravagance and de- 


As we would not with to tire the 
patience of the reader, in proceeding 
minutely over a beaten track, which 
has employed the judgment and labour: 
of the moft correct and -affiduous of 
the human fpecies to render it plain 
and commodious for the moft heavy of 
the journeyers through life, we will 
reft eur obfervations upon the fubject 

on 
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on the recolleGtion of our cotenrpo- 
raries; and leave them, with a few 
remarks, to their own conclufions ; to 
thofe proofs within the compafs of their 
own experience and remembrance, 
which are much more powerful and 
convincing, than all the hiftorical 
accounts and acute reafonings in the 


world. 


This. country feems to have rifen 
fuddenly into grandeur and magnifi- 
cence, if we eftimate the proofs of 
the pofition by the articles of luxury, 
_which are generally and unfortunately 
the attendants upon the glory and 


amportance of a nation. 


G4 | The 
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The articles of luxury we conceive 
to confift of equipage, retinue, and 
the expenfive refinements of the table: 
All thefe within the memory of a 
middle aged man were confined toa 
very inconfiderable part of the coms 
munity; and have increafed in the 
courfe of thirty or ferty years,. until 
they are become the general charac- 
teriftic of the kingdom, Gay Carri- 
aces, laced fervants, extravagant en 
tertainments, which would have ap- 
peared more frightful in the eyes of 
our fathers, than zhofts or hobgoblins, 
are grown the common neceflaries. of 
our exiftence; indifpenfable appen- 
dages-to the high-mettled ftate and 


con- 


< 
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condition of every inconfiderable 
tradefman in the land ! hole flreets 
sn our country towns which thirty 
years ago had ufed to groan under the 
heavy burthens.of waggons, and cars 
of bufinefs and traffic, and which 
_ feemed to liften with aftonifhment to 
the light-timbered wheels. of a gen- 
tleman’s pott-chaife, are now entirely 
engaged in the conveyance of whole 
trains of decorated vehicles; which 
rattle over their pavements in gaudy 
parade, and which are kept by the 
manufacturers, in fupport of their 


dignity and confequence in polite life: 


The affeCtation of pomp and parade 
as grown fo prevailing, enchanting, 
and. 


te} 

and delectable, among the middle 
order of the people, that a new fpecies 
of gentry ftart up from the day-book 
and the ledger every day, confront 
the ancient nobility of the land, and 
cope with the firit characters in the 
kingdom. for elegance of tafte, and 
all the appendages of family and 
fortune. So apt are the numerous. 
adventurers, that whip from the count- 
ing-houfe to the villa, in their imitation 
of polite life and genteel profufion, 
that you cannot diftinguifh the trades- _ 
man from the peer, except by certain — 
tokens of primeval meannefs, which, } 
in fpite of fate and profperity, will 
fhow themfelves occafionally, and 
appear to the learned cafuift more 

dreadful 


oe 
dreadful than the dancing bear in ' 
embroidered habiliments, or the clown. 
ef fortune aping the ealy Santiaee of. 


the well-bred gentleman. 


That riches, either hereditary or 
acquired, are at the difpofal of the 
poffeffor in what manner he likes, and. 
that the mechanic may affume the 
gentleman, keep his coach and fix,. 
his villa, and his whore, may fneer at 
‘the pretended fuperiority and pre- 
eedence which mark the manners of: 
people of fafhion, neglect his concerns: 
in merchandize, and {pend all he has, 
is a truth not to be controverted ; 
but it muft be allowed, at the fame 
time, that the fatirift has an equak 

‘right 
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right to lafh the procedure, to con- 
demn it as abfurd, mifchievous.in its 
tendency, and by no means the proper 
characteriftic of the man of bufinefs, 
who never appears to half the advan- 
tage as when he is engaged in the 
multiplicity of his concerns, and in 
the fimple, unaffected hofpitality of a 
cood fubftantial table, a fet of fober 
domeftics, with himfelf at the head 
of the feaft, the rough fon of Toil, | 
untutored but in the ways of com- | 
merce, unlearned in, and ridiculing, | 


the foppery of the fafhionable world. | 


That this was the character of the 
Englifh merchant, within the compafs 
of afew years, the reader’s recollection. 

and. 
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and experience will evince, and that 
the very contraft of it is the character 
of the-prefent race of tradefmen, we 
need only to appeal to their manners 
for a proof; fo that the inference 
which we mean to draw from thefe 
premifes, difcovers, in the clearett. 
light, the luxury of the prefent times 
in oppefition to former days; and 
proves, upon felf-evident principles, 
that the rapid progrefs which elegance | 
and politenefs, profufion and diffipa- 
tion, have made in the manners of 
the main body of the people, looks 
more like deftruction in the face of 
this country than the whole force of | 
the United Provinces, with the pow- 
erful empires of Europe, In joint 


league, . 
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league, and terrific affemblage, hover- 


ing upon our coafts. 


Luxury enervates the body, debili- 
tates its powers of exertion, and ren- 
ders it unfit for martial exploits, and 
the arduous enterprizes of the field. 
Its effects upon the mind are ftill 
amore dreadful. It banifhes the active 
motive from the breaft. It erafes the 
purfuits of glory from the affections, 
and concentres the paffions in the 


gratification of fordid and unmanly 


7 


‘ 


‘pleafures. It debafes the intellect, — 


deftroys the faculties, contaminates 
‘the fenfes, and plunges its votaries 
into the moft deteftable of all cala- 
mities which can damn a country. 

It 


Seg : 
It explodes the principles of honour, — 
profcribes all concern but for the pre- 
fent moment, annihilates the morals, 
and finks mankind under the preffure 


of CORRUPTION. 


Thus our rapid refinemeats in ex- 
penfive pleafures, our tafte for delicate 
amuferaents, and all the effeminacy’ 
of polite life, and polifhed manners, 
are the indubitable caufes of that 
corruption which we fpecified as the 
firft part of our fubject in the title 
to this chapter, and to which all our 
preceding obfervations bear witnefs. 

, 


The effects of corruption operate 
an.acommunity, or the body politic, 


in 
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in the fame manner as they do upon 
the human frame.. They preduce in 
a country a feparation of the parts 
which conftitute the very effence of 
its powers of life, vigour and exertion, 
and conclude in the total diffolution 


of the whole. 


The grand fymptom by which this 
difeafe of a ftate is afcertained, con- 
fifts in the heedlefsnefs of its members 
about its dignity, its confequence, and — 
its fate; in a total difregard to thar | 
love and veneration for one’s native — 


land which always infpired the breafts 


oe 


of heroes and of patriots, and which 
never was banifhed from the hearts — 
of a people, but ruin, contempt, and © 


< 
beggary i 
; 


a 
PG 
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dbegeary was the confequence. It js 
marked:by a people having no concern 
for the welfare of their country, 
laughing at the idea of pofterity, and 
hugging themfelves in the confined 
felicity which arifes from the con- 
fideration, that the prefent times will 


ferve the period of their own-exittence. 


The fubordinate fymptoms, among t 
-many thoufands more, by which we 
denote the effects of corruption upon 
a community, are exemplified in a 
people giving up their country upon 
all occafions, and the leaft appearance 
of danger; in their endeavouring to 
perfuade one another that they are 
ruined, utterly undone, loft to all 

et. ieo intents 
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intents and purpofes, and devoted ta 
immediate deftruction, upon. every 


foreboding appearance of calamity. 


As thefe bafe and ignoble principles 
cannot be infufed into a fociety but 
by the molt cowardly and vicious of 
the human fpecies, we will beg leave 
to clofe this chapter with a warning 


to our countrymen againit the wicked 


efforts of a monftrous gang of deteftable 


mifcreants, who, under the fpecious 


pretext of alarming the minds of the 


-credulous with notions of a defpotic. 


exertion of our mild and happy go- 
vernment, and influenced by the very 
fpirit and quinteffence of corRUPTION, 
are ftriving, with all cheir might and 
ae main, 


- 


SS 
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wmain, to draw this nation into the 
abominable difgrace of giving up her 
dignity, of fubmitting to her preten- 
ded fate, of pandering to the haughty 
claims of her offspring, and of cone 
fidering herfelf as a poor, vile, weak, 
and ruined affociation of animals ; 
not capable of exifting as a body, 
but by fufferance, and unworthy to 
be named in oppolition to other ftates 
and empires, but with contempt and 


-derifion. 
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A ee XXV. 


CoMPARATIVE ViEW of FRANCE 


and ENGLAND. 


Tank not, gentle reader, from 
the pompous title to this chapter, 
that we are going to enter into an 
elaborate detail of the various circum- 
ftances which mark the fpecific dif- 
ference between this country and 
France, as they are exemplified in the 
general hiftory of both. No, we fhall 
not perplex our head, nor that of the 
perufer of our ¢raits, with any thing 
like fuch a terrific combination of 

matter. 
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matter. We mean only to produce 
fuch cafual reflections upon the luxury 
of the French, and the effeét which 
the manners of that fprightly genera- 
tion of coxcombs have had upon the 
cuftoms of the Englifh, as may anfwer 
the fublime purpofe of giving a farther 
illuftration to the feries of obfervations 
which are contained in the preceding 


part of this volume. 


The French feem by nature, their 
climate, or by manifold caufes that 
would create an excellent fund for 
acute inveftigation, to be defigned 
for empty fhow, for laughter without 
mirth, for parade without confequence, 
and for all the appendages to the joys 

H 2 of 
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of life without any of thofe exquifite 
feelings which accompany real and 
fubftantial pleafures. They feem to- 
be a people that are always upon the 
heyday of jocularity, but never in-the 
actual pofieffion of true merriment.. 
Their vivacity appears to be the 
effect af an explofion of the affections, 
rather than a confequence of them; 
and the regular flow of fpirits which 
they fupport upon all occafions, gives - 


a material fanction to the pofition. 


From this principle which we have 
‘advanced concerning the French, it 

3 ‘follows of courfe that. they are 
luxurious and diffipated fyftematically . 
“but the paffions not being in the leait 


sd 


degree 
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degree erigaged in the- caufe, their | 
exploits centre in oftentation only, 
and their expence in the purfuit of 
pleafure bears no proportion to their 


affectation of magnificence, 


The French have been the fource 
of foppery,. frolic, and amufement, 
to the different ftates of Europe for 
many generations; and if any. thing 
but laugh, velubility, and finery, with 
a neceflary mixture of frippery and 
parfimony, had attended upon their 
purfuits, they would have arrived,, 
before this time, far be eyond the crifis. 
of their glory and ftrength as a 
kingdom. But whatever effects. their 
effeminacy may have had upon. them- 
H 4  felyes. 
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felves as @ community, they have 
drawn their neighbours into fuch ar 
imitation of their manners, that there 
does not appear to be much danger 


in the pecuharity of their fituation. 


The frippery of the French, with 
their fhirtlefs Meeves, and terrific depth 
of ruffle, their fhabby finery, and the 
meanne({s of their attire, has been the- 
fource of much ftage wit to this 
country, and the fubjeét of general 
ridicule amongft the indignant fons 
of England for many and many years. 
We had ufed to laugh at every fopling 
that appeared to adopt the modes of 
France, and to fhout at a Briton in 
the habiliments of that kingdony, 

Eaboon 
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Baboon and monkey were the moft 
gentie epithets we could poffibly 
beftow upon an imitator of the French 
tafte in drefs and manners; ‘and 
nothing appeared fo contemptible in 
the eyes. of the natives of this land, 
as an Enclith beau fafhioned by the 


hands of a Parifian taylor. 


This ftubborn fpirit of our coun- 
_trymen ; this natal diflike to gaudy 
decorations, this innate difguft of the 
- French manners 1s, at length, utterly 
fubdted; and all degrees of our 
people copy minutely the moft extra- 
vagant fopperies exported from the 
Continent, and conform entirely to 


the ideas fpectacles. which daily 
arrive 
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arrive under the article of French 
fafhion. | 


One material circumftance remains 
in the manners of the Englifh which 


2 1S, 


denotes our difference from the French. 
We retain our primeval tafte for 
fubftantial entertainments and attire, 
and have added all the polifhed 
luxary and whimfical finery of the 
Gallic nation, at ten times tenfold. 
their expence. The rage of imitation 
carries us into the mott extravagant 
{fcenes of profufion, both in drefs and 
manners, which the French affect only,. 
Our paffions are engaged in the:pur- 
fuits of polifhed lite, and we expend 
immenie fums in the fupport of. it,, 

while 
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while they are content with the dif 
play of luxury without the terrible 
confequences annexed to real mag- 
nificence: but: im: time, it is. to be. 
feared, we fhall be obliged to copy 
them in every refpect, and to fupport 
our glorious refinements inthe French 
tafte and manners upon the meagre 


fabric of affectation and begeary. 


~ Luxury has often been defended as 
the friend to commerce ; and no doubt 
while apeople can fupport their ex- 
penfive pleafures and coftly modes of 
life, trade will receive manifold advan- 
‘tages from the creation of numerous 
imaginary wants which elegance, talte, 
‘and refinement produce. Luxury,. 
me when. 


ge 
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when it gets a footing in a country, 
travels with excellive velocity, per-- 
yades all ranks of the people, and 
from the time of its fetting forth until 
it arrives to that barren precipice 
where Poverty ftands with hollow eyes 
and fhrivelled trunk, ready to receive 
the giddy, fluttering tribes, nothing 
can be conceived fo fprightly, nor fo 
flourifhing as its devotees; nor any 
thing fo profperous as the fons of art, 
manufacture, and commerce, that 
pander to the high zeft, and magni- 


ficent relifh, of the times. 


Luxury finks a community in a 
general diffipation of manners; and 
the gentleman, the merchant, and the: 


_trade{man, 
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tradefman, together with the main 
body of the people, plunge themfelves 
into the gulf of extravagance. Indi- 
viduals upon individuals, ruin their 
fortunes in the purfuit of pleafure; 
every perfon of every denomination, 
lives up to the full ftretch of his cir- 
cumftances ; the tendency operates 
upon the community at large; gains 
ground every day, the amazing fluc- 
tuation of property flies to diftant 
climes; a general poverty enfues at 
home; commerce lofes its fupport, 
and debility, contempt, and flavery, 


clofe the {cene. 


That this is the fate of effeminacy, 


refinements in tafte and elegance, and 
that 
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that profufion, extravagance, and exe 
cefs, which always attend upon po- 
lifhed manners, and the improveiments 
of a people in luxury, all hiftory 
furnifhes too many lamentable tefti- 
monies’ to need any farther proof of 
the pofition: and though it is our 
opinion that this country is at prefent 
at a great diftance from the period of 
its glory and ftrength as a nation, yet 
our rapid, progrefs in the flimfy. em- 
bellifhments of polite life, indicates, 
‘but .too plainly, that we are confide- 
rably advanced upon the direct road 


towards the point of our declenfion, , 


.» For manifold convincing proofs of 
this aflertion, we muit refer the gentle 


got reader 
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reader to his recollection of our pre- 


if 


ceding obfervations upon the fubject 
and his own experience of the matter 
having it in our contemplation at 
prefent, only, to exhibit a few more 
facts, by way of doing juftice to the 
court of France, for the wonderful 
and generous affifttance which it has, 
from time to time, given the fons 
of Britain, in their fprightly march 
_ towards the gulf of their deltruction; 
as likewife to fhow the furprizing 
powers of imitation which are dif- 
played by the natives of this land, 
in their conformity to the god-like 
precepts and examples, exported from 
the fource of foppery, ah fuch 
{pirit and alacrity. | 


a 


Not 
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Not many years ago the effeminate 
manners of the French began to 


‘operate upon the cuftoms of the 
Enelifh. 


Our giddy youths of fortune, who 
were fent upon their travels for im- 
provement, ufed to return {pectacles 
of mirth and ridicule to the general 
inhabitants of this country, in con- 
fequence of their having gained 
nothing by their tours but an adoption 
of the French tafte in drefs and de- 
portment; and it was happy for them 
if they could peep from behind the 
curtain at the playhoufe, without 
getting their bones broken in the 

attempt. 
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‘attempt. Time, and numerous ad- 
ventures, in the imitation of the 
Gallic refinements, reconciled our 
countrymen to the appearance of the 
baboon-like reprefentations of the 
human fhape ; and they have at length 
become 1o familiar to the Enelith, that 
the difference is fcarcely difcernible 
between a Britifh beau and a French 
marquis. It is true that a fpecies of 
reptiles flarted up, fome time ago, 
under the denomination of Maca- 
ronies, fo befigured and bedizened, 
that they excited much contempt and 
indignation in the breafls of the 
gaping and confounded fpectators, 
and were moft admirably depicted by 
the fons of the pencil: but whether 
Vor. IL, Ee thefe 
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thefe fublime geniufes borrowed their 
exquifite mode of drefs from the 
French fafhions, or were vain enough 
to fet up for themfelves, it matters 
but little in the prefent cafe, as no 
figures, be they ever fo prepofterous 
and fhocking to the eye of real 
elegance, but what are now fupported 
in all affemblies throughout this king- 
dom with impunity; fo that it refts 
incontrovertible that we have taken 
the example in the article of drefs, as 
well as in our effeminacy of manners, 
from the court and kingdom of France, 
though we may have improved upon 
the archetype to fuch an extravagant 
degree, as to appear more hideous 
and frightful than our neighbours. 
The 


le 


“The delightful polifh of our youth 
‘is crown, all of a fudden, fo prevailing 
among all orders of the people, that 
there are no modeft, plain-dreffed gen- 
tlemen, nor fhopkeepers, to laugh at 
‘that filly animala beau, which ufed to 
make fuch fport in a Britifh affembly. 
We are all beaus, and worfe than 
-macaronies, and the more extraordinary 
. the figure of an adventrous fop,. the 
more he is*careffed and admired in 
the gay circles of pleafure and 


-diffipation. 


So foft, tender, and gloffy do the 
‘-befpeckled adventurers in drefs appear 
‘to the touch -and to the eye, that a 

I 3 female 
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female muft be ftrangely altered if fhe 
can think of manhood when fhe con- 
templates the oppofite fex, or poffefs 
the leaft idea about the propagation 


of the human {pecies. 


Nay, our gentlemen are grown fo 
delicate and refined, that they have 
invaded the province of the ladies. 
They decorate their charming frames 
with the moit gaudy filks and fatins 
which they can purchafe, and fhame 
the fair ones in all the flimfy effeminacy 
of habiliment. So fluttering and fo 
delightful do the Britifh youth appear 
in their embroidered fuits of Alk ; fo 
happily effeminate in their drefs and 
deportment, and fo nicely concordant 

is 
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is the delicacy of their figures and 
their manners, that nothing in this 
world can be half fo expreffive of all 
the ancient ideas of the female fex, as 
_a gay affemblage of the Britith youth 


at an opera; a play, or a ball. 


How hard and cruel it would be 
to take thefe gaudy butterflies into 
the field of battle; to place them in 
the midft of fwords, guns, and trum- 
pets; to ftun their tender ears with 
thé clamour of embattled hofts; to 
oppofe their embroidered breafts to 
the dreadful bayonet; to cafe their 
tender limbs in worfted hofe, and to 
opprefs their lovely bodies with the 
weight of cloth: Heaven forefend that 

bea this 
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this fhould be the cafe, both for ther 
own dear fakes and that. of. their 
country ! except the prefent bluftering 
times of danger roufe them from the: 
lap of Folly and Diffipation, which. 
long peace and profperity have ren- 


dered fo bewitching and delightful. 


Thus, bating one circumftance only,. 
that the women {till continue to wear 
petticoats, the. fexes have drawn {o- 
nearly together, with refpect to drefs. 
and manners, in» their approaches. 
towards that point at which the: 
different genders. become altogether 
indiftinguifhable,, that’ the females: 
have outitript the males in the march, 
have paft the point of coalition, have 


arrived. 
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arrived on the oppofite fide of the 
line of fimilarity, and appear, in their 
drefs and deportment, much more 
like the tyrants of the creation, much 
more fit and proper for the arduous 
enterprizes of the field, and every 
manly exploit, than the -prefent 
fqueaking generation of animals that 
were formerly poflefied of the prero- 
gative of the rougher fex, but are now 
configned to the more gentle offices. 
of the toilet; have funk under the 
line which ftamped upon them their: 
fuperiority ; have no other token left 
them of their dominion but their 
breeches; and as thofe, with every 
other. mark of manhood, are at the 
difpofal of the ladies, the ladies of 

AE Se aa this, 
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this land are, confequently, the lords: 
of it, and the Britifh gentlemen are, 


undoubtedly, the ladies. 


To prove this pofition true, we 
will advife the reader to make ufe of 
his own eyes and. experience, and to 
take a view of the portraits of. the 
different fexes, for we will be tried ia 
this cafe by nothing but appearances, 
and we will reft our plea upon his 
judgment, whether the women do not 
look much more like men, according 
to his idea of manhood in petticoats, 
than the prefent effeminate foplings 
who croud the face of this ifle; and 
who ought to be damned to all intents 
and purpofes, if they prefume, after 
| this 
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this notice, to-continue any longerin 


breeches. 


We are not without our fuggeftions: 
that the violent affeveration at the 
clofe of the laft paragraph will {trike 
terror into the melting hearts of the 
feminine gentlemen of this land, and 
give great caufe of offence to the 
polifhed and refined tafte of the times ; 
‘ but we hope, as it was produced in 
the caufe of the gentleman-like ladies 
of Old England, that they will not 
be fhocked at the coarfe phrafeology 
ef our warmth in their favour, fince 
they are proved by it to have gained 
the fummit of power ahd pre-eminence 


which has employed, time immemo- 
| rial, 
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nial, if tradition fay truly, the whole 
force of their art and their talents to. 


accomplifh. 


Tremble ye poor, fhrunk, and filk 
papilios, that formerly were called 
men, and governors of the world, at 
the daring and terrific appearance of 
the lord-like ladies of this country, 
who have ufurped the reins: of domi- 
nion, and funk you beneath the plumes — 
ef their protection, the tender and 
delicate charge of their prowefs and 
magnanimity. Contemplate the great- 
nefs of their ambition, and the po- 
verty of your fpirit, in the contraft 
which is manifefted by appearances 

on both fides of the queltion. Survey 
the 
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the approach of a group of your com 
querors, mark their mafculine: ftep,. 
and the towering. heap of matted and: 
tremendous compofition which. rifés 
from the bafis of their mazly heads, 
and braves the fkies; looking in the 
face of the affrighted paffenger more: 
dreadful than the lofty helmets of the 
ancient warriors,. more fhecking than: 
the {carified vifages of the barbarians,. 
and more filthy. than the fun-dried,. 
dungy matter upon the joles: of the 


Hottentots.. 


Place yourfelves,. if you may be 
permitted. fo to do, by the fide of 
thefe heroic heroines of our country.- 
. Think of the dwarf-like figures which: 


you: 


ee ae 


you cut in the comparifon ; and blefs 
yourfelves moft heartily that you are 
not borne down or annihilated by the 
weight and confequence of their 


afpiring crelts. 


- The Amazons of old were puny 
and contemptible creatures in compa- 
rifon with the Britifh fair, fince they 
have taken upon them the manners 
of the rougher fex; and an army of 
our countrywomen would, from their 
appearance only, ftrike more terror 
into the hearts of a rifing race of 
Savages in full battalia before them, 


than all the improvements in war of 
cannons, bombs and guns! 


~ 


What 
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What then has Old England to 

‘ fear from-her enemies? If our men 
are foftened into women, our women 
are hardened into men; fo that fhould 
the worft come to the worft, in thefe 
perilous times, and our foes increafe 
and multiply upon us, we have no- 
thing more to do but to prevail upon 
our women to advance upon them, in 
their prefent dreadful and gigantic 
mode of habiliment, and they will 
be fure to fright all oppofers to the 
power and dignity of Great Britain 


into peace and obedience. 


This ftrasge and abominable figure 


of- our fair-ones, efpecially in the 
mode 
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mode of their head-drefs, was exported 
from France, and has grown {fo tre- 
‘mendous in the eyes of true tafte and 
delicacy, that no feverity of .cenfure 
and reproach, can poflibly keep pace 
with the enormity. 


The fafhionable tendency among 
the fons and daughters of Britain of 
copying the French, is exhibited more 
ridiculoufly, if poffible, in polite lite- 
ature, than in polifhed manners, 
for the productions of the prefs, 
sti titich are efteemed, by the well bred, 
to bear the marks of erudition, and 
eracefulnefs of ftyle, are compofed 
of the ftrangeft mixture of language 


imaginable. There confifts in our — 
books 


Tt exa- 3 


books of genteel entertainment fuch 
a monitrous medley of French and 
Englith, that an ordinary perfon that. 
does not perfectly underftand both 
languages, will be as incapable of 
comprehending the fubject before 
him, as if it had been attempted in 
Hebrew. 


Whether this exquifite refinement 
in letters is beneficial to the authors 
of it, we will not prefume to deter- 
mine; but we will be daring enough 
to pronounce, that it is horribly ridi- 
ctilous; although many of the French 
words, with thofe of any other-lan- 
“guage, may, perhaps, be naturalized 
to advantage in the Englith tongue. 


The 
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' The communication and intercourfe 
between this country and the Conti- 
ment, may render the learning of the 
French language a neceffary part of 
education to thofe who are defigned 
for public life, or general commerce: 
but the prefent rage for the acquire- 
ment of that tongue is not dictated 
by neceffity, but the knowledge of it 
is looked upon as a polite accomplith- 
ment, amongft the votaries of the 
fathions of the times, and confequently 
it is eftablifhed upon the bafis of our 
imitation of the Gallic nation in every 


thing. 


Hence 


bP rage 


‘Hence our young women of fpirit 
and fafhion muft be taught French, 
though they are unacquainted with 
their mother tongue, and are unlikely 
ever to have any occafion to make 
ufe of their heterogeneous learning, 
exeept, like all other dablers in 
unprofitable ftudies, to appear ridi- 


culous and troublefome to fociety. 


We will beg leave to clofe this 
chapter with a cafe in point, for the 
ferious confideration of the Frenchified 


Jadies of England. 


A. beautiful young damfel, fome 
time ago, threw at the peerlefs author 
Yor, UW, K er 
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of thefe fheets one of Cupid’s javelins, 
fo well and fo forcibly direéted, that 
it penetrated our flinty. heart. She 
appeared to us, from the bloom upon 
her cheek, from her modeft manner, 
and her downcaft eyes, moft lovely, 
moft heavenly, and moft bewitching. 
We were juft upon the point of 
giving up ourfelf for loft, when, all 
of a fudden, fhe began to jabber 
French; and then the {fcene. was 
changed in an inftant: her bloom * 
appeared to us as paint; her modeft 
looks as leers to entrap, and inftead 
of the Englifh virgin, we now thought — 
fhe had all the airs of a French 
coquet. 3 


Shocking! 


mh oe } 


Shocking! exclaimed the peerlefs 
‘author of thefe fheets ; there is nothing 
natural in this girl; it 1s all affectation ; 
nor does fhe feem, at any time, to be 
actuated by her feelings, unlefs it be- 


avhen fhe is alone or in-the dark. 
% 
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CBee Be XXXVI. 
Winter TRAITS. 


NovemsBer, with his drizzly 
load of impending vapours, and falling 
rains; with his gloomy, faturnine, 
flugeith fteps, hovering over the face 
of this ifle, like the evil genius of 
its inhabitants, making day hideous, 
and night melancholy, and prompting 
the defpairing fuicide to raife the 
dreadful poniard again{ft himfelf, 1s, 
at length, banifhed from the face of 
the earth. 


The 


Stee a! 


The nipping breeze flies from. the 
frozen north, faftens upon the con- 
gealing waters, dries up and hardens 
the moiftened plains, and braces the 
relaxed and fhattered nerves of. the. 


fons of men. 


Joy lifts the foul aloft, the body 
bounds o’er the founding roads, feems 
-to feel a total renovation, and braves. 


the arduous enterprize. 


The bufy, thoughtlefs boys rufh to: 
the fhining pool, tempt the crackling 
ice, and glide exulting upon the 
furface of the waters; till, fad. mif- 
chance, fatal as it-is lamentable, {tops 

K 3 their 
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their mad career, and the mother- 


moans her drowned and _beft-loved: 


. fon.. 


Intenfe, fevere, and cold, the froft. 
fets in, and deeply penetrates the 
porous earth; forming a firm and: 
elafly fubftance o’er the gay canals,, 
that ftands the fhocks of hofts of. 
fprightly youths, in playful frolics,, 


various and confufed.. 


The adventrous fkaters,. poifed on 
fharp-edged fteels,. wave in graceful 
circles o’er the tranfparent. plain,. 
defpifing mean purfuits,. and all the 


flimfy paflimes of the timorous fops.. 


ée- 
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The hovering fieldfare, with wings 
and legs benumbed, fcarce dares the 
fhortened -flight, though prefled by 
hot purfuers: feeble and heedlefs he 
eackles from hedge to hedge, till death 


o’ertakes him in the untriendly brake. 


The {kimming larks, in bufy croud- 
ing flocks, rufh round the large and 
open field; and after many a doubt- 
ful paufe, ftill rifing and ftill falling, 
and waving {till another and another 
circle, at laft, adventrous, fluttering, 
graceful, light. The panting gun- 
ner, crouching low, breathlefs and 
creeping o’er the ftubble, and mark- 
ing well their perked-up confcious 

Kew heads, 
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heads, at length, or as they rife, or 
as they, thoughtlefs, peck the feanty 
meal, lets fly the feattered fhot. The 
efcaping birds, ftunned with the burft, 
flee various and confufed, while the 
ruthlefs favage feizes on his prey; 


intent and eager for the next purfuit. 


The timorous horfeman chaffs the 
fretted fteed, that pants and foams 
along the flippery road; trembling 
and ftepping o’er the treacherous ice, 
like mincing lafs that dreads the 


impending fall. 


The breathing footman {fkips o’er 
the rugged path, pitying, and jeering 
as he heedleis bounds, the miferable 

plight 
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plight of fighing, fhivering, downcaft,. 
{tumbling traveller, who, mounted 
en his frighted hackney,. feels the 


horrors of approaching fate.. 


Clear and tranfparent grows the 
fettled atmofphere, which feems a 
fhining adamantine plain, as fixed 
and brilliant as the richeft gem, but 
large and glaring as.the god of day. 
The wondrous orb that lights the 
earth, feems one continuous flux of 
rays that gives but to receive redoubled 
luftre from the radiant world. Méel- 
lowed and foftened is the fun into a 
commixed diffufive range of mild and 
glorious influence.. The hardened fur- 
face of the earth reflects his enfeebled 


powers. 
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powers with fuch accumulated force, 
that teeming conflicts rife between the 
fun and planets, which fhall gain the 


palm of brilliancy and grandeur. 


The rugged roads and paths are 
fmoothed by frequent paffage. The 
winter nymphs, more lovely than the 
fummer dryades, difdain the help of 
fire, and feek for health and warmth 
in the adventrous walk. At firft they, 


fhivering, creep along the plain, pale 


‘and half-ftarved with fear and nipping 


air; till foon the accelerated blood 
rufhes impetuous through their veins, 
painting with crimfon die their po- 
lifhed cheeks, and fending the heart- 
felt rapture to the admiring fwains. 
Gay 


be: haa! LSesdires Snide: : _ 
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' Gay and delightful is this happy 
feafon that gives to humankind the 
elaftic powers, and fhames the fum-. 
mer months with joys more firm and. 
ftable. The rifing fogs that hover — 
o’er the earth during the peaceful 
night, and cling around the leaflefs 
boughs and branches of the trees,, 
and hedge-row fences of the fields, 
are cryitallized againft the morning’s. 
rife to fuch a rich difplay of figure 
and contexture,. as makes the fun. 
to bluth at his own exploits, in giving: 
radiance to the enamelled world that: 


far. excels himfelf.. 


AS. 
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As all things pafs away, and changes: 
ever wait upon the fons of men, im’ 
this their variegated ftate of joys and. 
griefs, of plagues and comforts, and 
all the mingled happinefs and mifery 
that alternate take their courfe,. ftern. 
Boreas ufhers from the north a thick. 
_and fettled gloom, that,. fpreading, 
far and wide, at once o’erfhades the. 
lively, fprightly, blithfome fcene of 
feeming never-fading luftre; and the 
world is inftantaneoufly involved in. 
deep, furrounding, dark and dreary 


melancholy. 


A paufe of expectation and difmay 
brings on at laft the whifling fleecy 
‘tribes 
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tribes of congealed and ‘flaky waters, 
white and flimfy as the down o’th’ 
fwan, but cold and chilling as the 
difdainful fhafts that pierce the rue- 


ful lover when his miftrefs frowns. 


All comfortlefs the traveller appears 
a frightful fpectre; while the cling- 
ing fnow infolds his body, and waves 
in one continued tranfverfe flux of 
varied, broad, and thickening con- 
courte ; loading and lighting the fad-_ 
-dened earth with a deep and dazzling 


fubftance. 


The aching ficht, at once offended, 
fees no diftinétnefs in each ghaftly 
press and dainty laffes, in their beft _ 


active, 
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attire, feem frouzy drotchels, meet 
for much. cleanfing in fome limpid 
‘brook. 

The fierce and cutting north wind 
rifes, and drives before it hofts of 
pelting fnows, that fret the embarraf- 
fed journeyer on his way, and falling — 
raife again{t the obftrudting hills huge 
‘heaps in figures.curious and romantic: 
or, paffing furious o’er the nodding 
heights, are fnatched in eddies down 
the retiring vales, and ftop, with vatt 
collected drifts, the courfe of com- 


amerce and the adventrous traveller. 


The world being thus involved in 
deep and’ vivid horror, and all the 
wide, 
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wide, extenfive plains being one con- 
tinued elare of painful, chilling white, 
no.tran{ports rife but from the crack- 
ling fire, and never-failing, hofpitable 
board. . The warm and fparkling 
hearth, the winter tale, the humming 
{pirit, and the fprightly dance, make 
Boreas join in chorus at our doors, a 
welcome cueft thus fenced from far- 
ther mifchief. He roars in vain, no 
entrance will be given, fave when he 
rudely fhocks the fhuddering finner 
that ventrous dares the opening of 


the portal. 


In this fharp cutting time how hard 
the fate of poverty and want. No 


comforts {pring to fence againft the 
harfh 
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‘harfh feverity of cold, nor any joys 
‘to meliorate the feafon. The dreary 
cottage feems a wretched hut, where 
breathes, in agonizing pains, the 
worthieft of our race. The ufeful 
members of this wicked world feem 
fhrunk beneath the chilling blaft, 


unpitied and defpifed. 


The lovely red-breaft, with fharp, 
imploring eye, receives the fcanty 
portion of the deferted hind. When 
chilling frofts and fnows drive all the 
needy fons of want far from the 
ftately hall, the robin ceafelefs plies the 
humble roof, and picks the friendly 
offering of the pitying fwain. ‘There 
he refides, and tunes his little throat, 

and 
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and whifties all the live-longe fummer 
day in grateful membrance of his — 


wtnter friend. 


The thy and confcious crows, the 
wily magpies, and the adventrous 
kites, grown tame and heedlefs by the 
inclement feafon, approach the envi- 
rons of the farmer’s fold, and, hover- 
ing in the air, or fitting ftupid on the 
. neighbouring trees, or gathering clofe 
in clufters round the herds, are fhot 
for paftime by unfeeling man, while 


they implore protection and relief. 


The warm and cheering barn, the 
thrafher and his flail, the winnowed 
chaff that flies promifcuous round, 

Vou. Il. L exciting 
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exciting pleafure in the mind of man, 
and giving comfort to the ftarvling 
beafts, that fpeak their meaning in 
their peaceful plaints, draws fluttering 
round the little feathered tribes to 
{natch the bleffings which are thrown 
away. The infidious fhrape is fcat- 
tered in the fold, the eager warblers, 
crouding, fnap the bait, and while 
they, thankful, peck the plenteous 
meal, the horrid mifcreant fends the 
thundering death, in idle fport, and 


wanton murderous rapture. 


‘The timid hare, without one friend 
on earth, that meets no effort but to 
take its life, in this fad feafon finds 
a lone retreat, and, covered with a 

height 
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‘height of fnow, lies liftening under- 
‘neath. However well apprized, it 
fails in all its guiles, fince unrelenting, 
-cruel man and beaft, alike in vice 
as in their natures bafe, purfue its 
printed fteps; and, marking well 
the orifice which fprings from where 
the victim breathes, at once defcend 
and drag the creature forth. The 
{trugeling, helplefs, inofenfive thing 
pierces the air with cries that fting 
the foul, but favage man can liften 


and deftroy. 


As humankind, e’en in the worft 
of times, can turn misfortunes to 
fome good account, and pleafurable 


fcenes will rife from barren waftes, the 
13: hardy 
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hardy youth make fport with nature’s 
fhocks, ruth rapturous through her 
chilling drifts of fnow, and moulding 
well the hard, concreted ball, engage 
in battles fprightly and tremendous, 
whilft ruddy laffes pelt the weaker 
fide, and tender foplings fhudder at 
the conflict. Happy the nymph that 
hits the unconfcious boor, who, gap- 
ing, jeers the fate of grappling foes, 
nor thinks of fnow-balls levelled at 
his head. All white and foaming 
{trive the embattled hofts, till victory 
decides the jocund combat, till, 
covered o’er, the youths are whelmed 
in fnow, and laffes feel the trick- 
ling drops rufh down their panting 
breatts. 

So 
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So fares this harfh and cruel feafon, 
and fuch the general exploits which 
mark the manners of this nipping 
time; and while the chilling blafts 
rage o’er the barren earth, a gleam of 
comfort warms the teeming mind in 
contemplation of the coming {pring. 
eo The: ‘noreh wind ceafes; a milder 

breeze impels the foftening vapours 
which, from the fouth, pervade the 
flinty earth. The dripping icicles” 
foon lofe their keen fupport;' the 
melting fnows increafe the river’s tide ; 
the ice grows rotten, melts, and dies 
away; the world unlocked, refumes 
her wonted form, and all the drizzly, 
ee dropping, 
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dropping, fplathy, Nuggifh times, that 
drench this fpongy ifle, renew their 
varied courfe, till fpring returning: 


cheers the drooping land. 
Thus limps the winter on ; and thus 


our hobbling profe ftumbles unfeemly 


o’er the rugged feafon! 


CHAP. 


Last a 
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ProcRess of SCANDAL. 


Winter, with his wet,, uncom- — 
fortable, fhortened days, gives the 
lengthened evenings, produces the 
warm fire, affords the quaffing hours,, 
the focial converfe, the joys which: 
fpring from mutual friendfhips, from 
tales and merry meetings, from dreary 
nights changed to convivial fcenes, 
from mirth-moving frolics, fprightly 
hilarity, convulfive laughter, from 
mufic that charms, impels, and. me- 
liorates the paffions, and from the 


Ly age ferious,, 
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ferious, contemplative pleafures that 
mark the manners of the wife and 
erave. ee 

‘In this feafon old goffips neftle 
round the fire, and pull down reputa- 
tion better than their own. The young 
ones too, envious and ill natured, 
vent their fickly fpleen againft each 
lucklefs lafs that bears the prize of 


beauty and of grace. 


The gaping mouth, the gogeling 
eye, the inclined and. liftening ear, 
the pofture bending forwards, denote 
the fell, devouring -fiends, that join 
in favaze circles, and tear the laurels 
from the envied brow. Up ftarts the 

| ~ ready 
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ready lie; the comfort-giving impa- 
tation foul, though falfe and black as 
Erebus, finds a paffage quick, and 
gains the general fancttion. The vi- 
cious turn that marks the manners of 
this wicked world, gives eafy credence 
to the worft of tales, but fcarcely 


liftens. to the better fide ! 


In former days fcandal was the 
avowed occupation of the tea-table, 
and was confined amonett fuch trivial. 
‘and worthlefs groups. of idle. tale- 
bearers, that its influence extended no 
farther than the environs of a village,, 
or the circumference of a parifh; but 
in thefe glorious times its progrefs is 


as rapid and mifchievous as lightning. 
eo sae: It 
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It flies from the point where it is col: 
leéted to the fartheft verge of the 
kingdom, and pierces the lonely -ha- 
bitation of the hermit. | 


Innumerable reptiles now make a 
trade of calumny, and fupport them- 
felves and families by this dreadful 
occupation. They penetrate, like 
fiends of darknefs, into the fecret 


tranfactions of individuals, and frame 


out of them a monftrous medley of 


-trafh for the entertainment of the 


public. They fting to the very liie- 


blood ‘the faireft characters; they 


exaggerate and vilify the weaker. fide 


of the portrait, and their vile and — 


deteftable produétions. are the prin- 
cipal 


-_ 
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cipal ftudy and amufement of the 
polite and fafhionable world. 


The firft news-papers for fale and | 
general acceptation, are thofe which 
are remarkable for the propagation of 
lies and calumny; and no works of 
labour and genius afford ‘half the 
profit to the bookfeller, as the trifling 
and illiberal productions of the day,. 
which blaft, in wanton. fport, - the 
faireft reputations, drag private per- 
fons into public view, and load their 
characters with a weight of fuch abo- 
minable filth, that nothing but the: 
vicious and depraved minds of a de- 
generate and cowardly race of culprits 


could fuffer or attend to with patience. 
A total 
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A total fubverfion of every prin= 
ciple of honour is exempl: fied in the 
prefent mode of propagating fcandal. 
No regard is had to the injury done! 
the object of it ‘ no palliating cir- 


cumitances. produced to foften the 


aa 


harfh and cruel treatment; nor any) 
fhadow of a reafon given to the public! 
for the attack. The private hiftory’ 


of individuals, which has nothing to| 


do with the public nor its concerns,| 
is ranfacked by a fet of harpies, and 
framed into quaint, ridiculous ftories, 


for the fublime purpofes of turning, a 


the penny, and gratifying the nefa-| 
rious appetites of the illiberal pe-} 
rufers; who are more culpable in 


kere2= 3 
giving countenance to fuch deteftable 
productions, than the needy panders 
to their miferable and impoverifhed 


tafte. 


Let the turbulent patriots, who are | 
eternally exclaiming againft the ty- 
ranny of government, caft their dim 
and averted eyes upon the liberty of 
the prefs, and they muft even through 
the thick gloom that perverts every 
object prefented to their fenfes, per- 


rceive at once the folly of their com- 


plaints, fince the licentious gang of 
fcribblers that furnith our daily intelli- 
gence, ravage indifcriminately, the 
facred arcana of private character, 
hold up to public view the domeftic 
| tranfact- 
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‘tranfactions of individuals, and level 
their infernal fhafts with the fame 
-carelefs eafe and effrontery at their 
prince, as they blaft the good name 
cof the moft infignificant perfon in 


his majefty’s dominions, 


The private anecdotes of ourdifi. 
pated youth, and our dotards, are 
brought to light, fafhioned into gar- 
nifhed tales for the entertainment of 
fociety, and afford a very proper 
feries of matter, to diferace the annals” 


of our country. 


The firft and the beft characters in’ 
the kingdom are vilified and defamed 
in their private concerns, by this un-— 

governable 


ag] 
povernable licence of the prefs, for 
the purpofes, fimply, of profit and 
amufement; and nothing tn this world 
can place in fuch glaring colours the 
vicious tafte of the times, and the 
liberty of Englifhmen, as the for- 
bearance of government in this abo- 


minable practice. 


Scandal, as it is now carried to 
-fuch an amazing height, ferves only 
to render our countrymen callous to 
reproaches, and indifferent about their 
fame; fince no virtues will fecure any 
perfon from the baleful fhafts of pri- 
vate malice, nor any precautions 
guard againft the prefent avowed and 
_ daring propagators of univerfal defa- 


gation. The 
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‘The prefent grievance is a difgrace 
to the community, and ought to be 
exploded even at the hazard of our 
freedom: for licentioufnefs ‘is more 
tyrannical and mifchievous than abfo- 
. lute government, and reduces a coun- 
try to the moft perilous and abject 
{tate of flavery. 


Before we clofe this chapter upon 
the progrefs of {candal, perhaps it 
may be neceffary to feparate the pro- 
vince of the fatirift from the encroach- 
ments of the defamer, according to 
our notions of, liberty, under proper 
reftrictions. 


The 


ee 
The vices and follies of mankind 
“are the indifputable objects of cenfure 
and ridicule. "Khey compofe the pro- 
vince of the fatirift, and he has a 
right, from precedents, and the 
authority ‘of the bet and wifeft of the 
human race, to fpare neither. whip 
nor fcourge, nor the moft harfh and - 
tyrannic efforts to draw them under 
his dominion, to caufe them to tremble 
at his nod, the abject flaves to the 
terror of his fway, and the devoted. 


objects of his vengeance. 


The true fatirift is never perfonal 
in his cenfure. He may draw fingle 
portraits that may refemble to a tittle 

Vong 1], M the 
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the manners of innumerable indivi-- 


duals, but if he defcend to fix the 


ftigma of vice or folly upon one 


only, he becomes a lampooner ; except. 


in thofe cafes wherein a private perfon 


Jaunches into public fcenes of life,. 


and is amenable to the community. at 


large for his conduct.. 


Under this exception we denote~ 
minifters of ftate in their official capa-- 


city; and men in public truft, of all’ 


denominations, that regard the good 
or evil of general fociety,; but not 


in their domeftic or private concerns, 


which fhould be held facred with the - 


fatirift. 


Leading 


* 
’ 
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Leading men,. and men’ linked. 
together in feparate bodies from the 
community at large, fuch as factions: 
and the abettors of them, are certainly 
as much the objects: of fatire. as the 
promoters of tyranny,. and are gene- 
rally the moit dangerous enemies to a 
country ; the main point of their drift 
being unalterably to weaken the powers 
of government, and to eftablifh them- 


felves upon the fubverfion of the ftate. 


Factions, of all fpecies, or bodies 
of mén,. are obnoxious to fatire, fince 
the very fpirit of faction confifts in 
accufation and cenfuring the conduct 
of others. 

M. 2 Philo-* 
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Philofophers, poets,. players, and 
authors of all degrees, are the objects 
of fatire; but the player will never 
be attacked without his bufkins but 
by the lampooner, and: the author 
will be fecure-from the ftrokes of the 
genuine fatirift in all things except 


thofe which relate to his writings. 


In fhort, private character will ever 
be held facred with the fatirift; except 
in thofé cafes wherein the domeftic 
tranfactions of an individual obftruct, . 
in a very fingular and enormous 


degree, the general welfare of fociety. 


CHAP. 


{obs - | 


CH (A Bk 
Racet of ConTROVERSY. 


Picarn reafon diftinguifhes, in a. 
<ountry untutored by refinement, the 
palpable objects of right and wrong; 
and a people, not warped in their 
judgment by diffufive argumentation, 
feldom determine without precifion 
and propriety; but when once the 
dablers in abftract {cience begin to 
fpread their influence in fociety, and 
the logician, the fceptic, and the 
fophift, acquire weight and confe- 
quence in a community, the principles 
, | M 3. of 
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‘of truth and falfhood, rectitude and 
error, with all the fimple and 
eftablifhed rules for the well being of 
mankind, become vague, bewildered, 
and uncertain; a fhade is caft over 
the cleareft truths, fuppofition is 
decorated with the trappings of con- 
viction, and felf-evident pofitions are 


rendered abfurd and contemptible. 


‘We need only to appeal for our 
proofs in this cafe to the notable and 
fublime refinements of our prefent 
race of {peculators upon religion and 
politics; the firft of whom having, 
to the difgrace of human nature, ex- 
plained away the abfolute neceffity 
of the divinity, and providence, in 

the 
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the ~eftablifhment, and continuation 
-of the univerfe ; and the latter, much 
to the edification of Englifhmen, have 
argued the point of civil liberty with 
fuch unabating fervour of altercation, 
that it would take the life of man to 
follow them through their wonderful 
mazes of circumlocution, and more 
than the human intellect to acquire 
the leaft fymptom of knowledge from 
their labours, or to underitand, in 
the moft trifling degree, the nature 
of a fubject fo mangled and disfigured 
by fuch a dreadful tribe of impoftors. 


The -reafon :of. man; in: shefe 
charming times of refined fpeculation, 
as fo tortured and confufed in the in- 


: M 4 veltigation 


\ 
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veftigation of the cleareft propofitions, 
that there grows on each fide of every 
| fimple queftion in agitation, two mon- 
ftrous excrefences, which entirely en- 
gage the attention of the cavellers, 
while the main body or trunk of the 
argument rots and dies away in the 


difpute. 


As men grow learned and acute in’ 
ratiocination, they defpife the fimple 
phanomena of nature: they reprobate 
plain truth and univerfal conviction 
as trite and contemptible ; they efta- 
blifh their tenets upon fyftems drawn 
from the chimeras of fancy, and feek 
for reputation in the mazes of uncer- 
tainty and conceit: they gather a 

cloud 


{ toog 


cloud of metaphors round the firft 


t 


principles of knowledge, and reft the 
full force and energy of their proofs 
upon hypothefis and declamation. 


There is a fweet and fatal pleafure 
which goes hand in hand with the 
improvements in abftract ftudies, that 
urges the mind of the proficient to 
-daunch from the beaten road, and to 
{trike out fomething new for the pur- 
pofes of engaging the attention of 
fociety, and acquiring the reputation 
of fingularity and preternatural ex- 


cellence. 


From this polluted fource, which 


is contaminated by the vanity and 
_ perverfe- 
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»perverfenefs of the human intelled&, 
rendered acute and precife by the 
-Jabours of profound cogitation, is 
derived fuch a multiplicity of terms 
and phrafes, and fuch a length and 
terror of argumentation, in the volu- 
minous works of the prefent race of 
fophifts, that the difficulty of gather- 
ing the fenfe or meaning of their 
elaborate inveftigations fuperfedes 
every other confideration; and the 
underftanding is fo bewildered in the 
tedious examination of words, that 
the affent or diffent of the judgment 
entirely depends upon contingencies 
too vacue and indeterminate for con- 
viction upon the folid grounds of 
.truth and perfpicuity. | 
There 


En) 


“There is a peculiar zeft among our 
fafhionable philofophers in writing 
grammatically unintelligible. They 
produce an extenfive itream of terms, 
moft admirably arranged; but after — 
-the ravifhed and attentive reader has 
recovered from the trance into which 
‘the rolling tide has thrown him, and — 
he begins to caft his thoughts about 
him for the fenfe, he perceives him- 
felf confoundedly puzzled, terribly 
-at a lofs, and if he obtains a elim- 
mering of real fubftantial matter in 
the courfe of the moft delightful 
length of period, he is exceedingly 


fortunate. 


- Words 
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‘Words were undoubtedly formed 
to convey ideas, and the more concife 
and explicit a writer is in his phrafe- 
ology, or the management of his terms, 
the nearer he comes to the ultimate 
end and purport of language: but 
the learned delight to perplex the un- 


derftanding, by cafting the feveral 


propofitions which they advance for 


the improvement of mankind in the 


mazes of intricate and indeterminate 


expteffions, and in the fhades of ob- 


f{curity. 


This procedure is that which may — 


be entitled the Parade of Science; and 


anfwers the purpofe of keeping up ; 


the 


err 


best 
the dignity of letters: for were you: 
to ftrip the mafk of pompofity, and 
the terrific load of abftrufe phrafeology. 
which .aggrandize the voluminous 
works of the profound in feience,. 
from the real. fubftance of their offer- 
ings for the benefit of fociety, you 
would find that their folios. might be 
reduced to. pamphlets ; and that the 
pamphlets, however excellent and: 
cheap, would be deemed by the pur- 


ehafers very dear bargains. 


| But while the human race is to be 
tickled and delighted with the ftrange 
and wonderful, the abftrufe and in- 
comprehenfible, the philofophers are 
perhaps juftified in gratifying the 
-propenfity 
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propenfity of their patrons, by pans 
dering to their tafte, and by affording 
them fufficient entertainment in ‘the: 


laboured inveftigation of NONSENSE. 


The mode of writing we are de- 
fcribing has gained ground in this 
country,. In proportion to our refines» 
ments in every. other {pecies of luxury; 
for there is a luxury in our tafte for 
writing, as well as in our relith for 
the pleafures of voluptuoufnefs, which 
has the fame effect in both; and which 
equally enfeebles the vigour and 
energy of language, and the powers 


of the human frame. 


From 
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' From this fource is. derived that 
-univerfal tendency of our countrymen 
towards argumentation. ‘The rage.of. 
-controverfy, which at prefent fo vi-. 
fibly predominates in the land, is. 
owing to a race of fubtile fophifts 
that has. defiled the fprings. of truth: 
and perfpicuity by a deluge of mif- 
guiding terms,. by conclufions drawn: 
from falfe premifes, and by fyltems. 
built and fupported upon the bafis of. 


error and deceit. 


All things, the moft fimple and 
felf evident, are now difputed. The 
heroes of controverfy martial them-. . 
felves on the oppofite fides of every” 

prevailing 
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prevailing fubject, and tear the very 
vitals of truth and perfpicuity to tat- 
ters in the fupport of their different 


tenets.. 


Victory is the fole object with the 
prefent numerous candidates for fame 
in the turbulent fcenes of controverfy, 
“while the light of conviction is ab- 
forbed or wretted to ferve the purpofes 


of the various contending powers. 


While the paffions of men as they 
are, at this era, excited by party, pre- 
judice, and vanity, and the idea of 
overcoming the adverfary fuperfedes 
all confiderations concerning the real 
{tate of the fubje&t in agitation; © 

while - 


L oe 
while truth and convi@ion are con- 
-cealed by the arts of fophiftry, and 
the fuccefs of the areument depends 
‘upon addrefs and impofition , how 1s 
it poffible that a people fo mifled, 
fhould difcern the difference of right ° 
and wrong, or avoid the babbling 


cataracts of confufion! 


Read, if you have patience, the 
. political productions of the prefent 
times, and you will find the above- 
mentioned pofitions verified to a tittle: 
you will perceive the art and chi- 
-canery which we have fpecified to 
prevail in fuch an enormous degree, 
that the main point of every queftion 
1s annihilated, truth and rectitude is 

Vor ah rN | con- 
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concealed from the public eye, and 
error and falfehood is eftablithed upon 
the principles of logical fineffe, fcho- 
attic deduction, vehement declama- 
tion, and the mere development of - 
pragmatical quiddities, too flimiy, 
vague, and uncertain for the rational 
and determinate fupport of one pofi- 
tion in the political world. - Trivial 
points are laboured and infifted upon - 
as of the greateft weight and impor- 
tance; infignificant appendages to the 
{cience are made principals in thé 
arrangement of facts, while the body 
of the arcument, which fhould be 
conclufive, is entirely neglected, or 
parcelled out into a ridiculous difplay 


of never-ceafing nonfenfe; the mind 
of 
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‘of the perufer is bewildered in the 
tedious purfuit of mifreprefentation, 
in the regions of deformity and con- | 
fufion; and all the fettled and invari-— 
able maxims which fhould lead the 
human intellect to the clear fountains 
of unbiaffed and genuine conviction, 
are disfigured, disjointed, and con- 
taminated,; whilft the prefumptive 
evidence, produced from chimerical 
propofitions, is infifted upon, by our 
-prefent race of politicians, as the 


fource of truth, rectitude, and reafon! 


Politics was ever the favourite topic 
of a free people, and confequently of 
Englifhmen ; who never were fo free 
as at this time, if we may eftimate 
| IN their 
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their hberty by the freedom of their 
debates: for the rage of controverfy 
. Is carried to the fame excefs, upon 
political matters, in all public focieties 
throughout every town in the king- 
dom, as in the fublime works of our 
pamphleteers and news-writers, and 
bears an exact analogy in its confe- 
quences with the productions of the 


prefs.. 


The ftrange opinions concerning 
politics, as they are exhibited in public 
rooms of general refort, are really 
diverting, and entirely conclufive with 
refpect to our charge again{t the pro- 
pagators of eternal and indefinite 
altercation. . 

| ae 
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Up ftarts one cafuit, declaring his 
fentiments. upon .the affairs of the 
nation, and pofitively afferts that his 
opinion is right, then he is knocked 
down by another, of quite a different 
fentiment, and who as pofitively lays 
in his claim. for the right fide of the 
argument; then another condemns 
them both, and produces frefh matter ; 
then another, and another, all diffe- 
rent and all right; till, at laft, neither 
they, nor any body elfe, can tell what 
in the name of patience and good 


- company they have been’ about! 
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AC SE ee Bi 
CHARACTER of @ REPUBLICAN, 


A GLOOMY, faturnine, fangui- 
nary principle agitates the breaft of 
the republican. His favage eye darts. 
malicnant Alathes of deftruétion at the: 
{prightly appendages of title and dif. 
tinction, and he is at eternal variance 
with princely government, however it 
may be tempered by a neceflary con- 
troul of the people. His reftlefs foul 
is in continual broils with itfelf while 
the fhadow of monarchy exifts in a 
country where he refides, and he is 

fure 
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fure to feek all opportunities to dimi- 
nith the powers of the ftate, and to 
cavil at the adminiftration of the 
public concerns.:. The object. which 
actuates his mind is the love of domi- 

nion, and he is a greater tyrant in his 
heart than the moft abfolute monarch 
upon earth. His clamours for the 
freedom of his country are excited 
by the motives of ambition, and his 
only wifh is to obtain the powers. of 
controul over the generality of his. 
cotemporaries. He cannot bear the 
moft diftant idea of reftraint, and the 
regular fubordination of good govern- 
ment is hateful to the arrogance of 
his feelings. He has no relifh but 
for democratical confufion, and the 


N 4. profpectt * 


i ale 

profpect of eftablifhing his own con- 
fequence in fociety upon the general 
difipation of found policy, and the 
univerfal ftrugele for pre-eminence. 
He hopes to acquire a_ principal 
fhare in the management of. the 
‘public concerns, and he is fure to 
ufe his power, if he obtain any, 
with the moft tnfolent prefumption; 
and all the tokens of the moft un- 


bounded tyranny. 


The renowned city of Athens ex- - 
hibited the moft glaring inftances of 
the forementioned principles of the 
republican. The generality of . the 
people were in continual commotion 
to obtain the powers annexed to pre- 


eminence, 
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eminence, and whenever any of them 
had arrived to the fummit of com- 
mand, they ufed it -with fuch arro- 
@ance, or were fuppofed to do fo by 
the people, that the moft remarkable 
-amongft them for fway and abilities 
were brought to trial, condemned 
and executed by the general fuffrage 


of the ftate. 


The people in this turbulent com- 
monwealth had no fooner fet up an- 
idol of their own creation, but their 
jealoufy and ‘general thirft for power 
urged them to beat down the object 
of their love and veneration, in 
order to make way for that univerfal 
claim to pre-eminence which infpired 

the 


Pe one 
the breaft of each individual in the 
community; and we find that the 
beft and the wifett among them,. 
whofe memories will be revered to 
the lateft pofterity, and who were 
guilty of no crime but that of being 
great, were put to death by the voice 


of the people. 


The hiftory of Athens, fo famed 
-in ftory, produces nothing more than 
a detail of the moft turbulent ftrug- 
gles for dominion among her fons; 
and the cenfequent viciffitudes in her 
government were effected by the gene- 
ral claim and attempts of the inhabi- 
tants at large to fupplant each other 
in the public offices of truft, and in 

that 
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that fuperiority and power which was 
derived from the adminiitration of 


her affairs. 


The ftruggles for power and pre- 
eminence among the ardent fons of - 
3 Athens, excited them to the efforts of 
emulation: they improved themfelves. 
with the greateft afiduity and fuccefs: 
in thofe particular ftudies which pan. 
dered to their favourite thirft for do- 
minion; and as war was a principal 
department in their improvements,. 
they have aftonifhed the admiring, 
world with their exploits in the field 
of battle. The perfuafive powers of | 
language were no lefs neceffary in 
‘their attempts to obtain their beloved: 


fupe- 
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fuperiority, and they were exquifitely 


eloquent upon the roftrum, as well as. 


powerful in the camp: but they were 


falfe, treacherous, and malicious ; 


and the many. inftances of their bafe- 


nefs and cruelty which they exercifed 


upon the nobleft productions of their 


‘ 
a NE iret ARSE AOE * 


couatry, will be an eternal ftigma 


upon their character; and evinces,. in 
the cleareft light, that a democratical 
or republican government 1s pro- 
ductive of nothing but eternal broils, 
and all the mifchiefs which are derived 
from the violent paffions. of men, let 
-loofe upon one another in the un- 
bounded and univerfal ftruggles for 


general {way and fuperiority. 


Athens, | 
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Athens, in. confequence of the 
ftrenuous endeavours of her fons to 
emulate the greateft actions at that 
“time in repute, particularly thofe of 
war, in order to prepare themfelves 
for the firkt offices. in the i{Late, to 
which they all afpired, blazed forth 
among the furrounding nations like a 
peftilential meteor, pufhed her influ- 
“ence, weak and trifling as fhe appeared 
both in numbers and territory, to the 
fartheft verge of oppofition, repelled 
the force of Persia, and made the 
gaudy tyrant tremble for the fate of 
his vaft and extenfive dominions; but 
fhe foon vanifhed like a noxious ‘va- 
pour: the paffions of her people, 

| while 
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while they were exercifed in war and 
‘conqueft, led her to the fummit of 
grandeur and glory; but when once 
the rage of enterprize left her, the 
unitable mode of her conftitution 
plunged her into domettic difputes ; 
the paffions of her people which had 
been long concentred in one point, 
and which led her to the nodding 
heights of renown, were diffipated at 
-once; the became a prey to internal 
ftrife and commotion; each individual 
counteracted his neighbour; the gene- 
ral harmony of the ftate loft its fup- 
port by contentions; the conttitution, 
founded upon the bafis of a divided 
people, fell into anarchy, and fhe be- 
came an eafy conqueft to every con- 


tending 
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tending power, until fhe fank, into @ 


remarkable and moft inftructive itory,. 


The flaming rife and precipitate fall 
of Athens indicates to mankind, that 
while the paffions of all the individuals 
in a community, under democratical 
or republican government, are con- 
centred in one point, and they jointly 
co-operate in the fupport of a country 
againft all oppofition from abroad, 
the fpirit of emulation which fires the 
breailt of every perfon in a flate fo 
determined, will produce wonders of 
prowefs, conqueft and glory; but as 
all things veer and change about, and 
glory and conqueft will have their 
period, no fooner will that time arrive, 

and 
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and.the pafions of the people are left 
to prey upon each other, in confe- 
quence of their having no external 
object to engage the attention of the 
whole, than they diffolve with the 
fame velocity as they were amaffed, 
and the coyntry falls into obfcurity 


and contempt. 


The conftitution of Potanp ftands 
upon the bafis of the moft refined 
fpecies of liberty that can poffibly 
tickle rhe talents of the moft fublime 
and furious republican in this king- 
dom, yet painful to relate for the 
fake of the wretched fubjeés of that 
country, it was. always the fcene of 


every calamity that can attend a peo- 
. ple 


Eg 
ple-who have no ftable foundation ir 
their conftitution to suard againft the: 
dreadful effets of internal divifion,, 

nor any bulwark derived from their 
vane to prevent the ravages and 
infults of all the neighbouring powers. 
Poland has been ranfacked and dif- 
joined by every prince upon the Con- 
tinent, and ftands at. this day.a me- 
lancholy. inftance of the vague and 
indeterminate fupport of a country 
under the ridiculous. principles of a 
covernment, withouta fufficient power 
in the head of the flate to Pi the 
baleful effects of contention amoneft 


her people. 


Wor. E. O ~Hoiianp 
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Elottanp is denominated a repub- 
lican ftate, -but the Stadtholder is an 
hereditary prince, the powers of the 
government are as abfolute as monar-_ 
chy, and the people are flaves; and 
dare as foon attempt to break down 
‘the mounds which fecure them from 
the boilterous ocean, as to take the 
fhadow of the liberty with their rulers 
which Englifhmen exhibit, with the 
moft unbounded effrontery, upon 
every tranfaction of their prince, his 


minifters, and his parliament, 


Rome has been fung and faid into. 
a glorious com mbination of the fons of 
liberty; but the fell a prey to the 

fyftem 


985") 

~fyftem the produced. Her people, 
‘bred under the tenets of univerfal 
fway, afpired to abfolute command: 
they enflaved the world; and the mo 
remarkable among them for the free- 
dom of their fpirit, réduced: her: at. 
laft to the moft abject ftate of capti- 
vity. She exifted but in conqueft, 
and when that was over fhe fell a prey 
to the ambitious and defpotic prin- 
ciples which fhe had infufed into the 
breafts of a race of the moft daring, 
haughty, and infernal tyrants that 


ever difgraced the hiftory of mankind. 


From the above flight glances upon 
the fate of a people, actuated by what 
is called the genuine fpirit of liberty, 


O 2 cot 
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it appears that there is no ftable foun- 
dation for the lafting welfare of a 
country whofe conflitution is erected 
upon the fublime principles of demo- 
_ eracy ;.that the republican is a tyrant: 
in’ his heart, and that there is not a 
conftitution upon earth fo richly cal- 
culated for the real happinefs and 
freedom of a country, as far as liberty 
is confiftent with a decifive and per- 
manent difplay of the powers of go- 
vernment, as the Englifh nation. 
The rights of the crown of Britain 
are fo tempered with a juft and ade- 
quate controul of the people, and the 
powers of government are fo blended 
with a necefiary check of the fubjects 
at large, that the body politic, if it be 


. 


not 


[ 197 J 
not invaded on either fide of the 
-queftion, will ftand the fhocks of 
-every external oppofition: but it is as 
‘neceffary for the fons of Britannia to 
guard the throne, as to be jealous of 
‘their rights; for the real freedom of 
this country depends as much upon 
the fecurity of the king in his’ pri- 
vileges, upon the decifive exertion of 
the powers of government, as upon 
acontinual, impartial, and well regu- 
lated enquiry into the tranfactions of 
our rulers in order to prevent the en- 


-croachments of monarchy. 


Liberty ftrained is licentioufnefs ; 
licentioufnefs produces anarchy ; anar- 
chy ends in tyranny; therefore this 

Os 3 | cons 
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confequence naturally follows, with 
ref{pect to our charaéter of a republican, 
that in whatever individual the prin- 
'cipals of the republican appear to 
actuate his animadveifions upon the 
Britifh government, he fhould be 
avoided by every true Enelifhman, 
his clamours defpifed, and his preten- 
tions to liberty fufpected, for he aims 
at acquiring abfolute dominion, and 
is an enemy to the beft conftitution 
in the world. 


CHAP. 


CoA Boa 


CONCLUSION. 


I N the courfe of our Pictures of 
Men, Manners, and the Times, the 
reader will obferve that we have con- 
fined ourfelf to the principal objects 
which diftinguifhed the character of 
the Englith nation in the year 1777, 
with fuch allufions and references to 
former times as might illuftrate our 
remarks. He will perceive that we 
have had our eye invariably upon the 
rapid progrefs of luxury in this king- 
dom within the compafs of a very 

O 4 few 
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few years, and that we have fpared 
neither cenfure nor ridicule in order 
to decry, as far as the utmoft ftretch 
of our imagination could carry us, 
thofe pantomimical tranfactions which 
are difplayed in the fafhionable and 
refined fpheres of high life, which are 
imitated by the generality of the 
people, and which muft haften our 
deftruétion, if the prefent fhocks and 
convulfions in the ftate, occafioned 
by wars and rumours of wars, do 
not roufe the fons of Britannia from 
the downy bed of folly and diffipation 
into the feat of honour, into the 
“moft arduous and vigorous attempts 
to eftablifh their country upon the 
firm bafis of conqueft and glory. He 
| 7 | will 


f ioe as a 
will likewife give us credit for the 
‘trifling Traits of the Country and 
Rural Enjoyments which we have 
anterf{perfed, occafionally, throughout 
our work, and which were intended 
merely asa relaxation from the gene- 
ral tendency of our obfervations, and 
to enliven our fcenery with fomething 
like the charms of variety. He will 
perceive that we wifhed to be as con-_ 
Cie. "as poflible in each of our por- 
traits, in order that the whole of our 
animadverfions fhould be comprifed 
ina fmall compafs, and that our work 
fhould not intrude upon the time or 


patience of the public. 


England 


bend 


England being engaged in a moft 
interefting war with her Colonies, at 
the zra we drew our pictures of the 
times, politics neceffarily become a 
particular object in our plan; and 
as ‘it was manifefted to all men that 
the refined fpeculations upon liberty, 
| which were produced in this country, 
and which were fupported by a nume- 
rous part of the people, gave encou- 
ragement, comfort, and vigour to the 
attempts of our offspring to fhake 
off the yoke of dependency, and to 
fet the Mother Country at defiance, 
we thought it our duty, as a lover 
of our prince, and a well wifher 
to the regular fubordination of the 


frate,'~ 
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fate, as by law eftablifhed, to pro- 
mulgate our opinions and principles, 
and to affert the dignity of the Britifh 
conftitution againft the clamour of 
faction and the uproar of oppofition ; 
and to place, in the beft light we were 
able, the wicked and deftructive ten- 
dency of a party in the community 
efpoufing the caufe of a rebellion 
againfl the conftitution, which at all 
' hazards fhould ever be checked by 
the general voice of the people, as 
they- reverence the juft and equitable 


principles of their government. 


In the courfe of our remarks upor 
the factions againft the government, 
in the year 1777, we have endeavoured 

| eee 
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‘to do juftice to their tenets, and have 
‘not been fparing in our attempts to 
correct and expofe them, becaufe it 
will always be an invariable rule with 
us to defpife and condemn any oppo- 
fition to the Britith conftitution which 
‘lays its foundation in rebellion. We 
-are well convinced that there have been 
no ftrides for abfolute dominion, in the 
tranfactions of government, refpect- 
ing either Old England or America, 
but what have exifted in the furious 
‘imaginations of our malecontents 
and it is to them we fhall eternally 
day the heavy charge of the rife and 
progrefs of the prefent war, and to 
‘them only the confequences of it, 
fhould it terminate in the difgrace or 


-deftruction of this-country. 
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With this obfervation we muft take 
leave of the prefent foreboding con- 
teft, and the impending and uncertain’ 
fate of this war, with all its contin- 
gencies and confequences as they may 
be derived from» the vigour or relax-- 
ation of government, from victory or 
defeats in the field of battle, or from: 
the neutrality or interference of the: 
jealous and perfidious powers upon: 


the Eaftern Continent. 


‘We have only to add, in our per-- 
fonal defence refpecting” our political 
traits, as they are exhibited in thefe 
volumes, one material principle which: 
we glory in, and which has been pre- 

dominant 


ee oa 


dominant in every obfervation that we 
have made. But as this comes the 
neareft our heart of all our preceding 
remarks, we fhall announce it to the 
world with the emblems of the mof 


profound folemnity. 


Be it known unto all men, that the 
author of this work poffeffes no ma- 
lice in his breaft again{t any fet, fect, 
or body of men in the kingdom of 
Great Britain; that his perfonal ac- 
quaintance confifts among all orders 
of his majelty’s fubjects, without 
diftinétion ; that he loves, honours, 
and reveres many individuals in this 
country whofe political fentiments are 
diametrically oppofite to his own; that 

he 


he is the friend of every man, indifcri- 
minately, in his private i ee 
but in a public view, or when th 
concerns of ‘his country are at ee 
site folemnly declares that he will draw 
the quill or the fword upon every 
oppolition to the dignity and the rights 
of the Enelifh conftitution, though 
his beft-beloved friends fhould fuffer 


by the vigour of his exploits. 


COD SAVE THE KING, 


a 
hate, 


